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Introduction:
Features and More Features...
Welcome to Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals! As you are about to see,
this guide is the most thorough, practical, and easy to use depreciation reference and
training resource ever developed. To assist you in obtaining the maximum benefit from
its use you need to be aware of its many features:

• “How To’s”—In this guide, we will discuss theory so you can understand why
something needs to be done, but most important we will tell you how to do it! Look
for How To’s throughout the entire guide (they are listed in our Index under “How
To” for easy reference).

• Tips—Watch for these and benefit from our experience. We can help save you tax
dollars, save you valuable time, and help you make good decisions.

• Notes—Our Notes will:

• Give you additional clarification of the text.
• Give you additional information and a more in-depth explanation if you want it.
• Ensure that you will have all the answers. For example, if we tell you something

cannot be done, we will also tell you what can be done.

• Timeline—We have created a concise history of depreciation in an easy-to-read
timeline. See “A History of Depreciation,” page ix.

• IRS Code Cites—Whenever we are discussing a complicated issue we realize you
may want to refer to the IRS Code section itself. Also, if something is beyond the
scope of this guide (such as “tunnel bores”), we will give you the code cite so you
can obtain the information you need.

• “Depreciation Questions”—This is an invaluable checklist to ensure that nothing
is forgotten or overlooked when depreciating an asset. You'll find it on page V-5.

• “Quick Reference”—This is a useful listing of the IRS Code sections and regula-
tions that relate to depreciation. The list is presented two ways: numerically and
alphabetically. It starts on page VII-1.

• Alphabetical Listing of Commonly Used Assets—We have alphabetized the most
commonly used assets: by property type, by manufacturing type, and by business
type. This will enable you to quickly determine the depreciable life of any property
and save you time, while avoiding all of the mistakes caused by the misclassifica-
tion of assets. See page VI-4.

• IRS Tables and How To Use Them—All of the necessary tables are included in
the back of this guide. In addition, we have given you simplified directions on locat-
ing the appropriate table quickly and easily:

• How To Use the MACRS Percentage Tables—See page VI-14.
• How To Use the ACRS Percentage Tables—See page VI-41.
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• How To Use the Tables for Listed Property—See page VI-48.

• IRS ADR Class Life Table—See page VI-4.

• Glossary—All of the key depreciation terms are found in our Glossary.

• Index—Our very detailed Index will assist you in locating all pertinent information
about any topic within seconds.

We know you will find this guide to be an invaluable part of your library, both as a ref-
erence book and as a useful training manual for your staff.
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Preface:
Historical Overview
The rules governing depreciation over the years have continuously evolved and
become more complex. Most of the complexity is the result of legislation passed by
Congress and official guidance issued from the Office of Chief Counsel at the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS).

Prior to the enactment of the 1954 Internal Revenue Code, the straight-line method of
depreciation was required to be used for tax purposes. However, much was changed in
1954 when accelerated methods of depreciation were finally sanctioned by the IRS. This
also marked the beginning of the keeping of two sets of records for numerous businesses
as they began to calculate depreciation by two different methods for the same fixed asset
and, of course, needed to keep track of this. Many wished to continue the straight-line
depreciation method for financial statement purposes, with the intent of fairly and realis-
tically reflecting the continual deterioration of its fixed assets. At the same time they
wanted to take advantage of the larger and quicker deductions for tax purposes by using
the accelerated methods of depreciation.

In 1971, another major development occurred when the Class Life Asset Depreciation
Range System (ADR) was created. Under this system, which lasted until 1981, property
acquired in a given year was grouped by the primary activity for which it was used and
assigned to a vintage account. A separate vintage account is established for each class of
property, with a defined depreciation period. The asset classifications of ADR came to
the forefront once again with property acquired after 1986.

The Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 revolutionized depreciation with the creation
of the Accelerated Cost Recovery System (ACRS). This new system greatly simplified
the depreciation rules with the goal of encouraging capital investment. A new phrase
was coined with assets being referred to as “recovery property.” The concept of useful
lives was replaced with the newly created “recovery periods,” and depreciation was
now referred to as “cost recovery.”

This was followed by the Tax Reform Act of 1986, which introduced a Modified Accel-
erated Cost Recovery System (MACRS). MACRS, along with an Alternate MACRS
Method (ADS), has incorporated the ADR asset classifications. The recovery periods
under both MACRS and ADS are based on the asset’s midpoint life under ADR. The
provisions of MACRS are not as generous as ACRS. MACRS attempted to more closely
match class lives with assets' useful lives, as well as slowing the rate of their cost recov-
ery.

Although there have not been any major changes affecting depreciation since the Tax
Reform Act of 1986, there have been numerous tax acts passed by Congress that include
depreciation-related provisions:

1. The “Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002” (JCWAA)
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The JCWAA introduced a 30% first year depreciation deduction and special relief
provisions for property in the lower Manhattan area impacted by the terrorist attacks
of 9/11/2001.

2. The “Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003” (JGTRRA)

The JGTRRA increased the first year depreciation deduction from 30% to 50% and
also included a provision to increase the Section 179 annual limit from $25,000 to
$100,000, and to increase the Section 179 phase-out threshold from $200,000 to
$400,000.

3. The “Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004”

The Working Families Tax Relief Act eliminated the phaseout limitations for quali-
fied electric vehicles placed in service in 2004 and 2005, allowing taxpayers to
claim 100% of the allowable credit, and also eliminated the phaseout for the deduc-
tion of qualified clean-fuel vehicle property placed in service in 2004 and 2005,
allowing taxpayers to claim 100% of the allowable deduction.

In addition, the expiration date of the accelerated recovery periods for MACRS
Indian Reservation Property was extended through December 31, 2005, and the des-
ignation of the DC Enterprise Zone was also extended through December 31, 2005.

4. The “American Jobs Creation Act of 2004”

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 extended the increased Section 179 annual
limit, indexed for inflation, for an additional two years along with other expensing
enhancements but did limit the amount of Section 179 to $25,000 for a Sport Utility
Vehicle placed in service after the enactment date.

5. The “Energy Tax Incentives Act of 2005”

The Energy Tax Incentives Act of 2005 extended and created tax credits for the fol-
lowing energy saving property: Solar Energy, Clean Coal Production, Fuel Cell and
Microturbine Plants, and Other Energy Property.

The 2005 Energy Bill also created new Section 179 deductions such as 179C for
Qualified Refineries and 179D for Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings. The
2005 Energy bill sunsets Section 179A deductions for clean-fuel vehicles and
clean-fuel vehicle refueling property placed in service after 12/31/ 2005, rather than
12/31/ 2006. For vehicles placed in service in 2005, the 2005 Energy Bill introduced
new tax credits for the purchase of hybrid, fuel cell, advanced lean burn diesel and
other alternative power vehicles.

6. The “Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005”

The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005 created special economic zones, the
Katrina Gulf Opportunity (GO) Zone as well as Rita and Wilma GO Zones in
response to widespread devastation due to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma. The
bill enacted many provisions related to hurricane relief including the following
depreciation related legislation: bonus depreciation enacted for rebuilding in the GO
Zone, increased Section 179 limits for GO Zone assets and increased Rehabilitation
Credits for qualified GO Zone buildings.

7. The “Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005”
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The Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005 extended the increased
Section 179 expense deduction and phase-out threshold through 2009. Previously,
the increased Section 179 expense deduction and phase-out threshold had been
scheduled to decrease in tax years beginning in 2008. The bill also enacted a provi-
sion to allow taxpayers to elect to treat the sale or exchange of self-created musical
compositions or copyrights as the sale or exchange of a capital asset. This bill also
allows for expenses paid or incurred in creating or acquiring a musical composition
or copyright to musical composition to now be amortized over five years. These
provisions apply to property placed in service in tax years beginning after
December 31, 2005 and before January 1, 2011. This bill also extended the amorti-
zation period of geological and geophysical expenditures to five years for major
integrated oil companies. Although, the bill was passed in 2006, it carries a 2005
designation because it was a carryover from last year’s budget.

8. The “Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006”

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 extended the expiration date of the
accelerated recovery periods for MACRS Indian Reservation Property. Previously,
the accelerated recovery periods for Indian Reservation property had expired on
December 31, 2005 but now it has been extended for property placed in service
through December 31, 2007. The fifteen year recovery period for Leasehold
Improvement and Restaurant Property also was extended to include property placed
in service through December 31, 2007. As a result of this bill, certain property
placed in service before January  1, 2011 in the GO Zone is now eligible for bonus
depreciation. The Section 179D deduction has also been extended for one year for
qualifying property placed in service through December 31, 2008. Section 179D
property represents property purchased or costs incurred in making commercial
building property more energy efficient. This bill also introduces deductions for two
specialized types of property. A 50% bonus depreciation deduction for “Cellulosic
Biomass Ethanol Plant Property” can be taken for property placed in service before
January 1, 2013. And finally a new Section 179E 50% deduction can now be taken
for Advanced Mine Safety Equipment placed in service after December 20, 2006
and through December 31, 2008.

9. The “Economic Stimulus Act of 2008”

The Economic Stimuls Act of 2008 nearly doubled the Section 179 expense for tax
years beginning in 2008 from $128,000 to $250,000 and reinstituted the 50% bonus
depreciation for all areas of this country for qualified property placed in service in
2008 and certain types of property placed in service in 2009.

10. The “Housing Assistance Act of 2008”

Under the Housing Assistance Act of 2008, businesses can elect, for the first tax
year ending after March 31, 2008, to treat certain unused research and AMT credits
as allowable and refundable in lieu of claiming bonus and accelerated depreciation
for eligible qualified property.

11. The “Heartland, Habitat, Harvest, and Horticulture Act of 2008 - Title XV of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008”

The Heartland, Habitat, Harvest, and Horticulture Act of 2008 - Title XV of the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (The 2008 Farm Act) classified all
racehorses as three-year property for depreciation purposes regardless of their age,
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if placed in service after 2008 and before 2014. The 2008 Farm Act also provided
50% depreciation allowance for qualified Recovery Assistance property located in
the Kansas disaster area, and increased the Section 179 expense and investment cost
limits by $100,000 and $600,000 respectively for qualified Recovery Assistance
property.

12. The “Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008”

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (EESA) provided a compila-
tion of tax incentives targeted to businesses, several of which revised as well as
extended tax benefits. The EESA extended through 2016 the energy tax credit for
solar energy, fuel cell, and microturbine property. New energy tax credits of 10%
were added through 2016 for combined heat and power system property and geo-
thermal heat pump systems; and 30% or up to $4,000 through 2016 for small wind
energy property. The aggregate credits for qualifying advanced coal projects were
expanded to $2,550,000,000, and up to 30% of the qualified investment is allowed
for credits. Up to 30% of the qualified investment is also allowed for qualifying gas-
ification project credits.

The EESA extended through 2013 the taxpayer election to expense costs of certain
refinery property and the tax credit for energy efficient commercial buildings;
through 2009 tax incentives for advanced mine safety equipment.

The EESA included cellulosic biofuel within the definition of biomass ethanol plant
property for purposes of the 50% depreciation allowance. It also allowed a 50%
depreciation allowance for reuse and recycling property used to collect, distribute,
or recycle certain materials, including scrap, fibers, and metals.

The EESA allowed an accelerated 10-year recovery period for the depreciation of
qualified smart electric meters and smart electric grid systems. It allowed acceler-
ated depreciation (i.e., five-year recovery period) for certain farming business
machinery or equipment placed in service before January 1, 2010. It extended
through 2009 accelerated depreciation for qualified leasehold and restaurant
improvements and for certain improvements to retail space; accelerated depreciation
of business property on Indian reservations and of motorsports racing track facili-
ties; the increased rehabilitation tax credit for property in the Gulf Opportunity (GO)
Zone. Rehabilitation credit is allowed through 2011 for qualified property located in
the Midwestern Disaster Area.

The EESA allowed 50% depreciation allowance and increased the Section 179
expensing allowance for qualified disaster assistance property. It defined “qualified
disaster assistance property” to include nonresidential real or residential rental prop-
erty in a federally declared disaster area. It also increased Section 179 expense and
investment cost limits by $100,000 and $600,000 respectively for qualified disaster
assistance property.

13. The “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009”

The tax provisions under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
include extended bonus depreciation and increased expensing for 2009, an increase
in first-year depreciation for passenger cars in the amount of $8,000 through
12/31/2009, expansion of ITC to include a new advanced energy project credit of
30%, elimination of the $4,000 annual limitation on business energy tax credit for
qualified small wind energy after 12/31/2008, and an option to either claim an
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energy tax credit or apply for a grant for specified energy property.

14. The “Small Business Jobs Act of 2010”

The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 increased Section 179 expensing limit from
$250,000 to $500,000, and investment limit from $800,000 to $2 million for 2010
and 2011 tax years. Up to $250,000 of Section 179 expense can be taken for quali-
fied real property for 2010 and 2011 tax years. The new law continued to treat
off-the-shelf computer software as qualified Section 179 property that is subject to
full Section 179 expensing thru 2011 tax years. The new law extended 50%
first-year bonus depreciation through December 31, 2010 for qualified property
(December 31, 2011 for certain aircraft and property with longer production peri-
ods). The limitation under Code Section 280F on the amount of depreciation deduc-
tions allowed was increased in the first year by $8,000 for qualified automobiles
placed in service in 2010. The new law removed cell phones and similar personal
communication devices as listed property. The new law also raised the start-up
expense deduction to $10,000 and increased the phaseout threshold to $60,000 for
2010.

15. The “Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation
Act of 2010”

The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of
2010 (The Act) extends the bonus depreciation provision under Code Section 168(k)
and temporarily increases the rate for qualified property acquired and placed in ser-
vice as follows (note that the definition of qualified property remains the same):

• 1/1/2010 through 9/8/2010: 50%
• 9/9/2010 through 12/31/2010: 100%
• 1/1/2011 through 12/31/2011: 100%
• 1/1/2012 through 12/31/2012: 50%
• For long-production-period property and certain aircraft, the placed-in-service

dates are extended one year.

The Act increases Section 179 expensing limit to $139,000, and investment limit to
$560,000 for tax years beginning 1/1/2012 through 12/31/2012. Treatment for
off-the-shelf computer software as qualified Section 179 property that is subject to
full Section 179 expensing is extended through 2012 tax years.

15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant build-
ing and im-provements, and retail improvements  is extended through 12/31/2011.
Accelerated depreciation for business property on an Indian reservation is extended
through 12/31/2011. Seven-year cost recovery period for motorsports entertainment
complexes is extended through 12/31/2011.

Advanced mine safety equipment expensing is extended through 12/31/2011. Tax
incentives for empowerment zones and investment in the District of Columbia are
extended through 12/31/2011.The Act increases rehabilitation credit for historic
structures in the Gulf Opportunity Zone (GO Zone) through 12/31/2011.

16. The “American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012”

The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 extends a number of provisions sched-
uled to expire after 2011:
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15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant build-
ing and improvements, and retail improvements is extended through 12/31/2013.

7-year cost recovery period for motorsports entertainment complexes is extended
through 12/31/2013.

Accelerated depreciation for business property on an Indian reservation is extended
through 12/31/2013.

Section 179 property expensing deduction of $500,000 is extended through
12/31/2013.

Section 179 investment threshold of $2,000,000 is extended through 12/31/2013.

Treatment for off-the-shelf computer software as qualified Section 179 property that
is subject to full Section 179 expensing is extended through 12/31/2013.

Section 179 expensing deduction of $250,000 allowed for qualified real property is
extended through 12/31/2013.

Section 179 increased expensing deduction of $35,000 for empowerment zones is
extended through 12/31/2013.

Advanced mine safety equipment expensing is extended through 12/31/2013.

50% Bonus for qualified property is extended through 12/31/2013 (or 12/31/2014
for certain property with longer production periods).

50% Bonus for second generation biofuel, which includes cellulosic biofuel plant
property is extended through 12/31/2013 (previously 12/31/2012).

17.  The "Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014"

The Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014 passed by Congress and signed into law in
December 2014 retroactively extends a number of provisions that had expired on
12/31/2013:

15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant build-
ing and improvements, and retail improvements is extended through 12/31/2014.

7-year cost recovery period for motorsports entertainment complexes is extended
through 12/31/2014.

Accelerated depreciation for business property on an Indian reservation is extended
through 12/31/2014.

Section 179 property expensing deduction of $500,000 is extended through
12/31/2014.

Section 179 investment threshold of $2,000,000 is extended through 12/31/2014.

Treatment for off-the-shelf computer software as qualified Section 179 property that
is subject to full Section 179 expensing is extended through 12/31/2014.

Section 179 expensing deduction of $250,000 allowed for qualified real property is
extended through 12/31/2014.

Section 179 increased expensing deduction of $35,000 for empowerment zones is
extended through 12/31/2014.

Advanced mine safety equipment expensing is extended through 12/31/2014.
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50% Bonus for qualified property is extended through 12/31/2014 (or 12/31/2015
for certain property with longer production periods).

50% Bonus for second generation biofuel, which includes cellulosic biofuel plant
property is extended through 12/31/2014 (previously 12/31/2013).

18.  The “Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (PATH Act)”

The PATH Act makes permanent certain tax provisions and retroactively extends
other provisions that were set to expire on 12/31/2014:

Section 179 expensing limit of $500,000 and investment threshold of $2,000,000
made permanent, with limits indexed for inflation beginning 2016

Section 179 expensing made permanent for qualified real property; $250,000 cap
eliminated beginning 2016.

Section 179 expensing made permanent for off-the shelf computer software.

15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant build-
ings and improvements, and retail improvements permanently extended.

50% Bonus extended for qualified property placed in service in 2015-2017

40% Bonus allowed for qualified property placed in service in 2018

30% Bonus allowed for qualified property placed in service in 2019

Seven-year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes extended
through 12/31/2016

Accelerated depreciation for Indian reservation property extended through
12/31/2016

Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended through
12/31/2016

Advanced mine safety equipment expensing extended through 12/31/2016

19. The "Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017" 

The "Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017" introduces increased limits for first year
expensing, broadens the definition of qualified improvement property, repeals Cor-
porate AMT, limits like-kind exchange treatment to real property, and makes
changes to many other depreciation related areas.

Section 168 Allowance increased to 100% expensing for qualifying property, start-
ing 9/28/2017. In general, for qualified property acquired after 9/27/2017 and placed
in service by 12/31/2022, the 50% bonus rate is increased to 100%, and then
phased-out over the following years.

Section 179 expensing increased to $1,000,000 per year and the investment thresh-
old increases to $2,500,000 starting in 2018. The 2017 expensing limit remains at
$510,00 with the investment threshold at $2,030,000.

Changes definition of "qualified real property" for Section 179 expensing to: 

any qualified improvement property described in section 168(e)(6) and any of
the following improvements to non-residential real property: 

•  Roofs
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•  Heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning property
•  Fire protection and alarm systems
•  Security systems

The exclusion from expensing for property used in connecting with lodging facili-
ties, such as residential rental property, is eliminated.

Yearly automobile depreciation caps almost tripled for vehicles placed in service
after December 31, 2017:

Tax Year 1...............$10,000 ($18,000 if bonus depreciation claimed)

Tax Year 2...............$16,000

Tax Year 3...............$9,600

Tax Years 4 + ..........$5,760

The first-year bonus increase is lower if 50%, 40% or 30% bonus is required. A
lower rate is required if the vehicle is acquired pre-9/28/2017.

The caps will be indexed for inflation after 2018.

The Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) was repealed by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
of 2017 for corporations, effective for tax years beginning January 1, 2018 and later.
AMT is still in effect for individuals.

Eliminated the 15-year qualified leasehold, retail, and restaurant improvement prop-
erty classes.

Expanded the definition of qualified improvement property and assigned a 15-year
recovery period (assuming a technical correction is made).

A decrease in the 7-year recovery period for new farming machinery and equipment
to 5 years, and elimination of the rule requiring use of the 150-percent-declining
balance method on property used in a farming business (thus 200% DB can be
used). 

Like-kind exchange treatment is no longer allowed for depreciable tangible personal
property, and intangible and non-depreciable personal property Effective for dispos-
als/exchanges after 2017 (with limited transition exceptions).

Like-kind exchanges are limited to real property. Thus, as under current law, no gain
or loss is recognized on the exchange of real property held for productive use in a
trade or business or for investment if that real property is exchanged solely for real
property of like kind that will be held either for productive use in a trade or business
or for investment.

This guide incorporates these tax legislations and all IRS official guidance issued related
to these acts.
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A History of Depreciation

Year Depreciation-Related Events

Pre-1954 Straight-Line depreciation.

1954 Enactment of 1954 Internal Revenue Code allows accelerated depreciation (such as 200% 
declining-balance and sum-of-the-years’-digits methods).

1962 The 1962 Revenue Act changes the treatment of gain on the sale of depreciable personal property. 
It requires all such gain to be treated as ordinary income to the extent of depreciation taken.

1971 Creation of the Class Life Asset Depreciation Range System (ADR), which begins to standardize 
depreciable lives.

1981 > ACRS, Accelerated Cost Recovery System.
> Section 179 Expense Deduction - $5,000 maximum.
> Economic Recovery Act of 1981.

1984 > Listed Property is created.
> Luxury Automobiles have depreciation “ceilings.”
> The recovery period of ACRS real property is lengthened.
> Tax Reform Act of 1984.

1986 > Investment Tax Credit is repealed.
> Tax Reform of 1986.

1987 > MACRS, Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System.
> Section 179 Expense Deduction increased to $10,000.

1989 > Listed Property definition extended to include cellular phones and similar
    telecommunications equipment.
> Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1989.

1990 > ACE Adjustment is created.

1993 > Section 179 Expense Deduction increased to $17,500.
> Recovery period for nonresidential real property increased to 39 years.
> Amortization of goodwill allowed.
> Code Section 197 intangibles and standardized amortization periods.
> ACE Depreciation Adjustment eliminated for property placed in service after
    12/31/1993.
> Shorter depreciation lives for Indian Reservation Property.
> Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993.
> Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993.

1996 > Section 179 Expense Deduction begins a phased-in increases to $25,000 ($18,000
    allowed in 1997).
> Small Business Job Protection Act of 1996.

1997 > Small business corporations are exempt from AMT beginning after 12/31/1997.
> Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997.

2002 > 30% Depreciation Allowance.
> Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002.
Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals                                                                                                          ix



 Preface: Historical Overview
2003 > 50% Depreciation Allowance.
> Section 179 Expense Deduction increased to $100,000.
> Section 179 Phase-out Threshold increased to $400,000.
> Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003.

2004 > Shorter depreciation lives for Indian Reservation Property is extended.
> Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004.
> Section 179 Expense Increased Deduction extended through 2007.
> Sport Utility Vehicles limited to $25,000 of Section 179 Expense after 10/22/2004.
> American Jobs Creation Act of 2004.

2005 > Existing energy credits extended and new energy credits created.
> Additional Section 179 deductions for energy saving property and processes.
> Energy Tax Incentives Act of 2005.
> Bonus depreciation enacted for rebuilding in the GO Zone.
> Existing Section 179 increased by the lesser of $100,000 or the cost of qualified Go Zone
    property.
> Rehabilitation Credit increased from 20% to 26% for a certified historic structure and
    from 10% to 13% for a pre-1936 building.
> Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005.

2006 > Increased Section 179 expense deduction and phase-out threshold extended
    through 2009.
> Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005.
> Shorter depreciation lives for Indian Reservation Property is extended through 2007.
> Fifteen year recovery period for Leasehold Improvement and Restaurant Property is
    extended through 2007.
> 50% Bonus Depreciation allowed for certain GO Zone Property through 2010.
> Section 179D expense deduction extended through 2008.
> 50% Bonus Depreciation allowed for Cellulosic Biomass Ethanol Plant Property
    through 2012.
> New Section 179E expense deduction allowed for Advanced Mine Safety Equipment     placed 
in service after the date of enactment of the bill and through 2008.
> Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006.

Year Depreciation-Related Events
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2008 > Economic Stimulus Act of 2008.
> Section 179 Expense Deduction increased to $250,000 for 2008 tax years.
> Section 179 Phase-out Threshold increased to $800,000.
> Return of 50% bonus depreciation for qualified property placed in service in 2008 and
    certain property placed in service through 2009.
> Housing Assistance Act of 2008.
> Election to treat research & AMT credits as allowable and refundable instead of
    claiming the 50% depreciation allowance.
> The 2008 Farm Act.
> Three-year property for all racehorses PIS after 2008 and before 2014.
> 50% depreciation allowance for Kansas Disaster Zone.
> Section 179 expense and cost limits increased for Kansas Disaster Zone.
> Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008.
> 50% depreciation allowance for Qualified Disaster Zone.
> Section 179 expense and cost limits increased for Qualified Disaster Zone.
> Various energy tax credits extended.
> Section 179C, 179D, & 179E extended.
> Indian Reservation termination date extended through 12/31/2009.
> Accelerated depreciation for qualified leasehold, restaurant, & retail space
    improvements extended through 12/31/2009.
> 10-year recovery period for smart electric meters and smart electric grid systems.
> Five-year recovery period for certain farming business machinery or equipment.

2009 > American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
> 50% Depreciation allowance and Section 179 increased expensing.
> New advanced energy project credit.
> Removal of $4,000 annual credit limit for qualified small wind energy.
> Grants in lieu of energy credits or electricity production credits.

2010 > Small Business Jobs Act of 2010.
> 50% depreciation allowance and Section 179 increased expensing limit.
> New Section 179 expensing limit for qualified real property.
> Off-the-shelf computer software considered qualified Section 179 property.
> $8,000 increase in depreciation deduction in first year for qualified autos.
> Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010.
> 100% depreciation allowance.
> 15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant building
    and improvements, and retail improvements.
> Indian Reservation extended.
> Seven-year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes.
> Advanced mine safety equipment expensing.
> Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended.
> Rehabilitation credit extended.

Year Depreciation-Related Events
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2011 > Small Business Jobs Act of 2010.
> Section 179 increased expensing limit.
> New Section 179 expensing limit for qualified real property.
> Off-the-shelf computer software considered qualified Section 179 property.
> Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010.
> 100% depreciation allowance.
> 15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant building
    and improvements, and retail improvements.
> Indian Reservation extended.
> Seven-year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes.
> Advanced mine safety equipment expensing.
> Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended.
> Rehabilitation credit extended.

2012 > Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010.
> 50% depreciation allowance.
> Section 179 increased expensing.
> Off-the-shelf computer software considered qualified Section 179 property.

2013 > American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012.
> 15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant building
    and improvements, and retail improvements extended.
> Seven- year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes extended.
> Accelerated depreciation for Indian reservation property extended.
> Section 179 increased expensing limit of $500,000 extended.
> Section 179 expensing deduction for real property extended.
> Off-the-shelf computer software considered qualified Section 179 property.
> Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended.
> Advanced mine safety equipment expensing extended.
> 50% Depreciation allowance extended.

2014 > Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014.
> 15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant building
   and improvements, and retail improvements extended.
> Seven- year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes extended.
> Accelerated depreciation for Indian reservation property extended.
> Section 179 increased expensing limit of $500,000 extended.
> Section 179 expensing deduction for real property extended.
> Off-the-shelf computer software considered qualified Section 179 property.
> Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended.
> Advanced mine safety equipment expensing extended.
> 50% Depreciation allowance extended.
> $8,000 increase in depreciation deduction in first year for qualified autos and trucks extended.

Year Depreciation-Related Events
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2015 > Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015
> Section 179 expensing limit of $500,000 permanently extended, with limit indexed for inflation.
> Section 179 expensing of qualified real property and off-the-shelf computer software   
permanently extended.
> 15-year cost recovery period for qualified leasehold improvements, restaurant property, and retail
improvements permanently extended.
> 50% Depreciation allowance extended for 2015-2017; allowance phases down to 40% in 2018; 
and 30% in 2019.
>$8,000 increase in depreciation deduction in first year for qualified autos and trucks extended for 
2015-2017, $6,400 increase in 2018, $4,800 increase in 2019.
> Seven-year cost recovery period for motorsport entertainment complexes extended
> Accelerated depreciation for Indian reservation property extended.
> Section 179 increased expensing for empowerment zones extended.
> Advanced mine safety equipment expensing extended.

2017 > Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017
> Section 179 limit increased to $1,000,000 in 2018.
> Section 179 phase-out increases to $2,500,000 in 2018.
> Section 179 limits and phase-out will be indexed for inflation after 2018.
> Section 168 Allowance 100% reinstated after 9/27/2017 and before 12/31/2022.  The allowance 
of 100% is then phased-out over the following years.  
> Yearly automobile depreciation caps almost tripled for vehicles placed in service after December 
31, 2017.
> Corporate AMT is eliminated after effective for tax years beginning January 1, 2018 and later. 
AMT is still in effect for individuals.
> 15-year qualified leasehold, retail, and restaurant improvement property classes are eliminated 
after December 31, 2017.
> The definition of qualified improvement property is expanded and assigned a 15-year recovery 
period (assuming a technical correction is made).
> Like-kind exchange treatment is no longer allowed for depreciable tangible personal property 
after 12/31 2017 with some exceptions.
> 7-year recovery period for new farming machinery and equipment decreased to 5 years after 
12/31/2017.
> Rule requiring use of the 150-percent-declining balance method on property used in a farming 
business has been eliminated as of 12/31/2017.

Year Depreciation-Related Events
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Section I:
Fundamentals of Depreciation
In his section:

What Are Fixed Assets?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-1
Who May Claim Depreciation?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-2
What Property May Be Depreciated? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-2
Additional Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-4
Elements of Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-7
Basis Used for Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-12
Multiple Depreciation Calculations: An Overview  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I-19

“Wear and tear from use . . . deterioration and decay . . . allowance for
obsolescence . . . gradual decline in value . . .”

Depreciation has many different meanings, depending on the user. For tax and account-
ing purposes, depreciation is a process of allocation. It is necessary to match deductions
with income. When a business acquires equipment or machinery, it does so with the pur-
pose of producing income. Because most of a business’s fixed assets will last longer
than a year, it would be misleading to expense their entire cost in the first year they are
acquired. To do so would distort income.

What Are Fixed Assets?

Fixed assets have three main characteristics:

• They are durable in nature and have physical substance.

• They are acquired by a business for use in its operations and are not for resale.

• They yield service over a number of years and usually may be depreciated.

Some examples of fixed assets are: equipment, furniture, buildings, and land. While
land is a fixed asset, it is never depreciated. That is why we say fixed assets are “usu-
ally,” but not always, depreciated.

Raw material, on the other hand, is not a fixed asset. Although it is durable and used by
a business, it is not a fixed asset because it becomes part of a product that is held for
resale.
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Who May Claim Depreciation?I
Who May Claim Depreciation?

Normally the owner of the depreciable property is the person entitled to claim the depre-
ciation expense. However, there are a few situations that need further clarification.

Depreciation may only be claimed by the taxpayer who retains the benefits and burdens
of ownership. Generally, this is the same taxpayer who has legal title to the property, but
this is not always the case.

A lessor is usually entitled to depreciate property that he leases to others. However, if
the lessee is required by the lease terms to return the property to the lessor in the same
condition as when he first leased it, the lessor suffers no economic loss, has none of the
burdens of ownership, and, therefore, may not depreciate it. The lessee, in this instance,
may claim the depreciation.

Whoever makes the investment and incurs the expense is entitled to the depreciation. It
is therefore possible to have the lessor depreciate the property while the lessee is depre-
ciating the improvements he made to the property.

S corporations claim depreciation the same as C corporations. The only difference is
when an S corporation elects to expense an asset by claiming Section 179 expense. The
Section 179 expense is a “pass through” item to the shareholders, meaning that no
expense is taken at the corporate level, but rather at the individual level. We will discuss
the Section 179 expense in depth in Section IV: “Chapter 1: First-Year Expensing.”
Also discussed in Section IV, Chapter 1 are other Section 179 deductions: Section 179B,
Section 179C, Section 179D, and Section 179E.

What Property May Be Depreciated?

To qualify for depreciation, property must meet the following qualifications:

• It must be used in a trade or business or held for production of income.

• It must have a useful life of more than one year.

• It must wear out or lose value over time.

• It must be fully installed and ready for use.

First you need to determine if an asset is used in a “trade or business.” A trade or busi-
ness is an activity entered into with the reasonable expectation of earning a profit. It can-
not be a hobby! This is an important distinction, which has been clarified by the IRS
because of past abuses by taxpayers.

In addition to ascertaining that a profit motive exists, the asset to be depreciated also
must be used, and not just owned, by the business. For example, if a corporation owns a
motor home that is used only for the recreational enjoyment of its employees, such an
asset may not be depreciated.

Furthermore, if property is used partly for business and partly for personal use, only the
business portion may be depreciated. For more information, see Section IV: “Chapter 4:
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Passenger Automobiles and Other Listed Property.”

Some types of property, although used in a taxpayer's business or held for production of
income, may not be depreciated. Examples of such property are:

• Inventory

• Property for which you pay rent

• Videotapes (for important information, see Section IV: “Chapter 7: Depreciation
and the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT).”)

• Land

Costs involved with land improvements warrant further explanation, as the rules are
somewhat complex. The costs of clearing, grading, and filling in land generally are not
depreciable, but instead are added to the basis of the land. There is an exception to this
rule, however, when these costs are associated with a depreciable asset such as a parking
lot. In such a case, the land preparation costs will increase the depreciable basis of the
parking lot, and will thereby be depreciated along with the lot. The costs of demolishing
any structure, however, are always added to the basis of the land and may never be
depreciated.

Note: Landscaping may sometimes be depreciated, but only if it is planted close enough
to a building that it would be destroyed if the building was replaced. Also, exhaustible
natural deposits, such as oil or gas, are said to be “depleted” rather than depreciated. (IRS
Code Sec. 611)

Once it is determined that the property qualifies as being used in a trade or business or is
held for production of income, there are still three more qualifications it must have in
order to be depreciated:

• The property must have a life that is longer than one year. If the property will last
less than one year, it usually may be expensed in the year acquired. An example of
this is the expensing of supplies.

• The property to be depreciated must be subject to either wear and tear or obsoles-
cence over time. It must actually be used in a business, not merely displayed.

• The property must be installed and capable of being used. This is not necessarily the
date on which it is acquired. We will discuss this further in “Elements of Deprecia-
tion,” page I-7.

Note: If an item has a low unit cost, then even if it meets all of the above requirements
for depreciation, it still may be expensed in the current year, due to the concept of mate-
riality. For example, a small tool costing $25 may be expensed in the year purchased,
even though it may have a service life of several years.
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Additional Expenditures

If you have determined that an asset is depreciable, there may be an additional decision
to make if you later incur an expense relating to that asset.

Additional expenditures invariably occur in relation to your fixed assets after they are
initially acquired and placed in service. Such expenditures occur in the normal course of
business in order to maintain a fixed asset or because of a change in its use. Depending
on the nature of the expenditure, it may either be claimed as an expense or capitalized. If
it is capitalized and the original asset is depreciable, then it can also be depreciated. The
rules covering these additional expenditures are different for financial versus tax report-
ing purposes.

Financial Reporting

For financial reporting, such expenditures (either accrued or paid) may be divided into
two broad categories, based on how they are handled on the financial statements:

• Revenue Expenditures

• Capital Expenditures

Revenue expenditures are current-period expenses and appear on the income statement.
Capital expenditures increase the asset account and appear on the balance sheet. In other
words, revenue expenditures only benefit the current period, whereas capital expendi-
tures benefit both the current and future periods.

Think “future benefit!” To qualify as a capital expenditure, one of the following three
conditions must apply:

• The useful life of the asset is lengthened.

• The value of the asset is increased (i.e., either the quantity of services produced by
the asset is increased or the quality of what is produced is enhanced).

• The asset is adapted to a different use.

An expenditure that relates to a depreciable asset and that does not fit one of the above
conditions is considered to produce no significant future benefit and, therefore, should
be expensed.

What happens if an item is misclassified? If, for example, a capital expenditure is mis-
takenly recorded as a revenue item and expensed, what is the effect on the financial
statements? Three things will happen:

1. The balance sheet will be understated (because the new asset was not included in the
Property, Plant, and Equipment account).

2. The income statement will be understated in the year of purchase (because an
expense was taken on the full amount of the asset’s acquisition cost).

3. The income statement will be overstated in future periods (because the depreciation
expense that should be claimed for the asset will not be deducted).
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Within these classifications of revenue and capital expenditures, there are certain types
of expenditures that are made to fixed assets during their depreciable lives. We can cate-
gorize them as follows:

• Maintenance and repairs

• Improvements and replacements

• Additions

Maintenance and Repairs
Maintenance and ordinary repairs are revenue expenditures and are expensed in the cur-
rent period.

An allowance account may be used as a way of allocating this type of expense through-
out the year. An allowance account is often used when:

• Monthly or quarterly financial statements are prepared and

• Routine maintenance and repairs are largely done only once or twice during the
year.

An annual maintenance and repair program benefits a company throughout the year. It
would, for example, be misleading to show 80% of the annual maintenance cost all in
one month.

Example: Sage Smart, Inc. brings in an outside contractor several times each year to
perform routine maintenance and repair its manufacturing equipment. The majority of
the work is scheduled during May, which is its slowest month. Obviously, the benefits of
this are seen throughout the year. Sage Smart sets up an Allowance for Repairs account,
estimates that its cost will be $80,000 for the year, and makes the following entries:
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Additional ExpendituresI
Result: (Only shown for the first two quarters of the year)

End of first quarter (No maintenance has been done yet):

End of second quarter ($60,000 repair costs incurred):

Note: An extraordinary repair (such as an engine overhaul) should be accounted for as
an improvement, a replacement, or an addition.

Improvements and Replacements
An improvement may entail a substitution or it may result from a major repair. If it
involves a substitution and it results in a better asset than the one currently used, it is
referred to as an improvement. If it involves a substitution of a current asset with a simi-
lar asset, it is referred to as a replacement.

An improvement or a replacement that benefits future periods is a capital expenditure.
If, however, a replacement or an improvement is fairly minor (such as changing a light
bulb), it is included as an ordinary repair and expensed.

When a substitution occurs, the old asset is removed and replaced with the cost of the
new asset. Otherwise, as long as it benefits future periods, it is set up as a new asset
(capitalized) and depreciated.

Additions
An addition should always be capitalized. It increases the size of an existing asset and
creates a new asset. However, often an addition to an asset results in extra expenses due
to the requirement of some change to the existing asset. An example of this is the cost of
removing a wall to add a room to a building. In most cases the removal costs are
expensed. Such costs would only increase the basis of the new asset (the addition) if the
company had anticipated originally that the addition would be added.

Repair expense 20,000

   Allowance for repairs (1/4 x $80,000) 20,000

Allowance for repairs 60,000

   Cash or Notes Payable 60,000

Repair expense 20,000

Allowance for repairs 20,000
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Elements of Depreciation

Tax Reporting

Before 2014, the tax rules for additional expenditures made to fixed assets were not all
that different from those for financial reporting purposes. However, effective for tax
years beginning on or after January 1, 2014, the IRS issued new final regulations gov-
erning expenditures made on tangible property. Referred to as the tangible property reg-
ulations, the principal expenses covered by these regulations are for costs to acquire,
produce, and improve tangible property.

The final regulations contain guidance for handling the following types of additional
expenditures made to fixed assets:

• Materials and supplies

• Repairs and maintenance

• Improvements

There is also a definition of a "unit of property" included in the regulations.

Materials and Supplies

Materials and supplies are tangible property(but not inventory) that is used or consumed
in the taxpayer's operations. Materials and supplies include components for the mainte-
nance, repair, or improvement of a unit of tangible property. Materials and supplies also
include rotable, temporary, and emergency spare parts.

Note: A "rotable spare part" is a material and supply part acquired for installation on
property but which is removable. At some point, a rotable spare part may be removed
from the property and repaired or improved. It is then reinstalled on the same property,
installed on another property, or kept for a later time when it may be needed. A "tempo-
rary spare part" is a material and supply used temporarily until a new or repaired part is
installed in its place. An "emergency spare part" is a material and supply acquired for a
specific machine but is set aside to be used if needed to avoid down time. 

The repair regulations allow $200 of materials and supplies to be expensed. Materials
and supplies are deductible when purchased if they are incidental and deductible when
used or consumed if they are non-incidental.

Note: Incidental materials and supplies are kept on had but no record of their consump-
tion is maintained. Non-incidental materials and supplies are items that are usually more
costly and less numerous and which the taxpayer tracks.

By being included as materials and supplies, rotable, temporary, and standby emergency
spare parts may be expensed as they are used or consumed, or the taxpayer may elect to
capitalize (and depreciate) them. 
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There is also an optional method that may be elected for either rotary or temporary spare
parts whereby:

1. The cost of the part is expensed when initially installed.

2. The part's fair market value is recognized as income when later removed from the
property and is also included in the basis of the rotable part, along with the cost of
removing it.

3. The costs of any repairs, maintenance, or improvements are added to the part's basis
in the year paid.

4. In the year the part is reinstalled, the cost of reinstalling it is deducted, as well as the
amounts previously included in the rotable part's basis.

5. Any remaining basis of the part in the year in which it is disposed is also deducted.

Note: Standby emergency spare parts do not qualify for the optional method.

For example, A rotable part costs $100. Expense the $100 cost. Later the company
removes the part from the property to make repairs/improvements to it and at that time
its FMV is $80 and the cost to remove it is $2. Recognize $80 in income and record $82
in basis of the rotable part (i.e., capitalize it). Repairs/improvements cost $30 which is
capitalized. In the year in which the part is reinstalled, it costs $10 to re-install so deduct
the $10 and the $30 of repairs.

Repairs and Maintenance

Expenditures for routine maintenance may be expensed. To qualify as "routine," the
maintenance must be made to keep the asset in efficient operating condition and must be
expected to be performed more than once during the asset's class life. This includes any
routine maintenance on a building and its structural components but with one difference:
it applies to the real property only if the business reasonably anticipates performing the
maintenance more than once in a 10-year period.

In addition, there is an annual election available whereby a taxpayer may instead choose
to capitalize maintenance and repair costs that are capitalized on a taxpayer's books and
records. Once made, this election is irrevocable.

Any repairs made to an asset before it is placed in service must be capitalized.

Improvements

Taxpayers are required to capitalize amounts paid for non-routine repairs which are
made to improve tangible property. There are three types of expenditures for improve-
ments: 

• Restoring a unit of property

• Adapting a unit of property to a new or different use

• Adding a "betterment" to a unit of property
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A restoration returns a property to its former state and intended use.  Some examples:

• Rebuilding an asset after the end of its class life

• Replacing a major component or structural part

A betterment, unlike repairs, makes a material change to the property.  Some examples:

• A fix to correct a defect or condition that was known at the time of acquisition or
developed during its production

• A material addition to the unit of property including a physical enlargement, expan-
sion, extension, or increase in capacity

• An expenditure expected to materially increase the productivity, efficiency, strength,
quality, or output of the property

There is a special safe harbor rule for small taxpayers who own or lease buildings valued
at $1 million or less. Taxpayers, who have average annual gross receipts of $10 million
or less during the three preceding tax years, may elect not to capitalize (and, therefore,
deduct) the cost of improvements if their total expense for maintenance, repairs, and
improvements is the lesser of $10,000 or two per cent of the building's unadjusted basis.
This allowable expensing of improvements is calculated on a per-building basis and if
taken, must be elected annually for each building.

Unit of Property

When the IRS issued its final repair regulations, much of the language concerns a "unit
of property" that is being placed in service, repaired, or improved. The definition of a
"unit of property" is a single unit of property, other than a building, that consists of com-
ponents that are functionally interdependent. All the components of a unit of property
must be of the same class of property and be properly depreciated using the same recov-
ery method for tax reporting. 

The rules for what comprises a unit of property for the capitalization rules do not affect
how an asset is treated for depreciation. The reverse is not true, however, as how the tax-
payer treats an asset for depreciation purposes, may affect how it is treated for capital-
ization purposes.

For real property, a building is considered a unit of property and includes its structural
components. However, the major systems of a building are treated as separate units of
property.

The nine components of a building (each of which is considered a building system and
separate from the building) are:

Heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems (HVAC),

1. Plumbing systems,

2. Electrical systems,

3. All escalators,

4. All elevators,
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5. Fire protection and alarm systems,

6. Security systems,

7. Gas distribution systems, and

8. Any other systems defined in published guidance

After you have determined that a particular fixed asset is depreciable, you need to know
four things:

• The type of property.

• The date the asset was placed in service.

• The asset’s estimated useful life.

• The asset’s depreciable basis.

Note: Whether you are using a monthly or a 52/53-week accounting cycle will have no
effect on the amount of depreciation claimed or how it is calculated.

Type of Property
Probably one of the most important things you need to know is the type of property.
There are various rules concerning allowable methods of depreciation, as well as certain
limitations to the amount of depreciation that may be claimed, all according to property
type.

There are two major types of property:

• Tangible

• Intangible

Tangible property includes two kinds:

• Personal

• Real

Furthermore, within these classifications, there are other special types of property:

• Amortizable property

• Listed property

Tangible property is anything that can be seen or touched, whereas intangible property
lacks physical substance. Generally, qualifying tangible property is depreciated and
qualifying intangible property is amortized. Machinery, for example, is tangible and,
therefore, depreciable, while a copyright is intangible and amortizable. Amortization is
very similar to depreciation except that it always uses the straight-line method.
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Note: For tax purposes, unlike accounting rules, both tangible and intangible property are
sometimes said to be depreciated. (For a discussion of amortization, see Section II:
“Amortization.”)

Tangible property can be personal or real. Personal property, sometimes referred to as
IRS Code Section 1245 property, includes cars, equipment, machinery, furniture, and
anything that is tangible except for most real property. There are a few assets that are
both Section 1245 property and real property. (A single purpose agricultural structure is
one such example.) Generally real, property, sometimes referred to as IRS Code Section
1250 property, is buildings and land, and anything that is growing on or attached to the
land.

Listed property is a special classification used for tax reporting purposes, not for finan-
cial reporting. The reason it is important for tax reporting is that the IRS has imposed
both record keeping requirements and depreciation limitations on listed property. Listed
property includes both personal and real property. It includes forms of transportation
that can be used for personal as well as business purposes, such as cars, trucks, and
boats. It also includes computers, cellular phones, and certain recreational, entertain-
ment, and amusement properties. (For more information on listed property, see Section
IV: “Chapter 4: Passenger Automobiles and Other Listed Property.”)

The Date Placed in Service
Once you have determined the property type, the next step is to find out the date on
which the asset was placed in service. For tax reporting purposes, the date placed in ser-
vice, like the property type, can affect the allowable depreciation method. Also, for both
financial and tax reporting purposes, the date placed in service affects the amount of
depreciation taken for the first year it is used.

Depreciation begins on an asset on the date it is placed in service, which is not necessar-
ily the same date on which it is acquired. Probably the best way to explain when an asset
is placed in service is by use of the following examples:

• Machinery must be fully installed and operational.

• A truck purchased for heavy lifting must be ready and available to perform the func-
tion for which it was purchased. If it needs to be modified before it can perform,
then depreciation cannot begin until it is capable of performing the desired function.

• Rental property can be depreciated as soon as it is ready and available to be rented.
The fact that no one has yet rented it will not prevent it from being depreciated.

• A special rule exists for when depreciation begins on construction equipment used
by a business to construct its own capital improvements. Here you must capitalize
the cost of the construction equipment used and depreciate it over the life of the
facilities being built. Depreciation of the equipment begins, therefore, when the
facilities are placed in service.
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Note: Depreciation ends when the asset’s basis is fully recovered, or when it is disposed
of or sold. If an asset becomes temporarily idle, depreciation continues to be claimed.

Estimated Useful Life
Another needed fact, the asset’s estimated useful life, is determined very differently for
financial reporting purposes and for tax reporting purposes. Whereas for financial pur-
poses it is a realistically chosen life, for tax purposes it is a statutory number of years
based on the type of property and year in which it was acquired.

Depreciable Basis
What you need to know to determine an asset’s depreciable basis is discussed in the fol-
lowing segment.

Basis Used for Depreciation

The depreciable basis of an asset is the amount that may be claimed as a deduction over
the asset’s life or recovery period.

How To:

An asset’s depreciable basis equals the following:

* The 2005 Energy Bill sunsets Section 179A deductions for clean-fuel vehicles and clean-fuel vehicle refuel-
ing property placed in service after 12/31/05, rather than 12/31/06. For vehicles placed in service after 2005,
the 2005 Energy Bill introduced new tax credits for the purchase of hybrid, fuel cell, advanced lean burn die-
sel, and other alternative power vehicles.

Asset’s Acquired Value

plus Freight and installation costs

plus Cost of repairs adding value or lengthening life

minus Section 179A expense (clean fuel deduction) *

minus Electric Vehicle Credit reduction amount

times Business-use percentage

minus Section 179 expense (including Sections 179B, 179C, 179D, and 179E)

minus Investment Tax Credit reduction amount

minus First-year deduction (30%, 40%, 50%, or 100% bonus depreciation) **

minus Salvage value—if straight-line or sum-of-the-years’-digits method used

equals Depreciable Basis
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** - 30% depreciation allowance under Section 168(k) is allowed for qualified property, including property with
longer production periods from 9/11/01 to 5/5/03 and from 1/1/2019 to 12/31/2020.

- 30% depreciation allowance is allowed for qualified New York Liberty Zone from 9/11/01 to 12/31/06
(12/31/09 for real property).

- 50% depreciation allowance under Section 168(k) is allowed for qualified property from 5/6/03 to 12/31/04
(12/31/06 for property with longer production periods).

- 50% depreciation allowance under Section 168(k) is allowed for qualified property from 1/1/08 to 12/31/17
(12/31/18 for property with longer production periods).

- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for qualified Gulf Opportunity Zone from 8/28/05 to 12/31/07
(12/31/08 for certain counties and parishes and 12/31/10 for real property).

- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for qualified Kansas Disaster property from 5/5/07 to 12/31/08
(12/31/09 for real property).

- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for qualified Disaster Zone property from 1/1/08 to 12/31/12
(12/31/13 for real property).

- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for cellulosic biofuel property from 12/21/06 to 1/2/13.
- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for second generation biofuel property from 1/3/2013-12/31/2016.
- 50% depreciation allowance is allowed for qualified reuse and recycling property starting 9/1/08.
- 100% depreciation allowance under Section 168(k) is allowed for qualified property from 9/9/10 to 12/31/11

(12/31/12 for property with longer production periods).
- 100% depreciation allowance under Section 168(k) is allowed for qualified property from 9/28/17 to

12/31/22 (12/31/23 for property with longer production periods). Different percentages apply for property
acquired before 9/28/17 and placed in service after 9/28/17 and future years.

Note: The above computation is for the initial calculation of depreciable basis when the
asset is first acquired. In following years, depending on the depreciation method being
used, it may be necessary to also subtract out the accumulated depreciation already
claimed on the asset before making subsequent calculations.

Notice that the starting point of the above formula is the asset’s “acquired value.” When
an asset is purchased, the acquired value is simply its cost. However, there are many dif-
ferent ways to acquire assets, and each one has its own method for determining its
acquired value:

* See IRS Code Sections 1011, 1014, and 1015 for further detail.

You will notice in the formula given at the start of this segment that several things
increase basis:

Any freight and installation costs required to get the asset ready for its intended use will
increase the asset’s depreciable basis. Also, for tax purposes, the cost to investigate and
facilitate the acquisition of an asset is capitalized. (For a detailed explanation of how
repairs are handled, see “Additional Expenditures,” page I-4.)

Acquired by: Basis is:

Inheritance* Fair market value

Gift* Carryover basis (i.e., basis in the hands of the donor)

Conversion from 
personal use

Lesser of:
• adjusted basis (usually cost plus any improvements) or
• Fair market value on date of conversion
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You will also notice in the formula for depreciable basis computation that several things
decrease basis:

Salvage value sometimes reduces an asset’s basis for depreciation, depending on the
depreciation method being used. Salvage value is the estimated amount for which an
asset could be sold at the end of its useful life. Straight-line and sum-of-the-years’-dig-
its are depreciation methods that require that the salvage value be subtracted from the
asset’s acquired value to determine its depreciable basis. Under the declining-balance
methods, however, while the salvage value is not subtracted from basis, the asset cannot
be depreciated below its salvage value. Both ACRS and MACRS ignore salvage value
entirely.

The 30%, 40%, 50%, and 100% first-year deduction (bonus depreciation) and the Sec-
tion 179 expense (see Section IV: “Chapter 1: First-Year Expensing.”) must be sub-
tracted from an asset’s acquired value to determine depreciable basis. When claiming
both on the same asset, the Section 179 amount is deducted first.

You also need to watch for a possible basis reduction due to past Investment Tax Credit
taken. For qualifying property placed in service after 1982 and before 1986, the taxpayer
had a choice between reducing the asset’s basis by one-half of the Investment Tax
Credit taken or reducing the amount of the Investment Tax Credit itself. Be sure to make
the appropriate reductions to the basis if necessary, when claiming the Investment Tax
Credit.

Trade-ins and Basis
In the previous section, we explained that the computation for depreciable basis starts
with the property’s acquired value. When an asset is purchased, the acquired value is
simply its cost. However, when an asset is received in a trade-in, the acquired value is
not always as apparent. In addition, the value assigned to such an asset may be different
for financial reporting than for tax reporting purposes.

Financial Reporting
For financial reporting purposes, nonmonetary exchanges are generally recorded at fair
market value (FMV). The newly acquired asset is recorded at its fair market value or the
fair market value of the asset relinquished, whichever is more evident. However, this is
not always the case. Determining the value of a newly acquired asset can be somewhat
complex when a trade-in is involved.

First we need to distinguish between trading similar assets and trading dissimilar assets.
Similar assets are of the same general type, used for approximately the same purpose
and in the same line of business. They do not need to be identical. If the trade-in does
not involve a similar asset, the asset is treated as “dissimilar.” This is an important dis-
tinction, as the treatment of the trade-in depends on the type of asset being traded.

When dissimilar assets are traded, such as land for a building, the asset received is
recorded at the fair market value of the asset relinquished in the trade (unless the fair
market value of the asset received is more apparent). You must also consider whether
“boot” is involved. Boot is the cash or note payable given or received in addition to the
asset traded. When a dissimilar asset is acquired, it is recorded at the FMV of the asset
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relinquished, plus the amount of any boot paid, less any boot received. Any gain or loss
is recognized.

Example: Sage Trade, Inc. trades a machine with a fair market value of $25,000 for
some land. The machine cost $30,000 and had $9,000 of depreciation expense claimed
on it.

Result: The land received is recorded at $25,000, the fair market value of the machine
given in trade. There is a $4,000 gain on the exchange. This is the difference between
the machine’s FMV ($25,000) and its net book value ($21,000). The following entry is
made:

When similar assets are traded, different situations require different handling:

• If it's a loss situation*: The asset received is recorded at the book value of the asset
relinquished, less the amount of the loss (which is recognized), increased by any
boot that is paid.

• If it's a gain situation, and no boot is received: The asset received is recorded at the
book value of the asset relinquished, increased by any boot that is paid. (No gain is
recognized.)

• If it's a gain situation, and boot is received: The asset received is recorded at the
book value of the asset relinquished, less boot received, plus the gain recognized.
(Only the portion of the gain relating to the boot is recognized.)

Note: *A gain or loss situation is determined by comparing the net book value of the re-
linquished asset with its fair market value (FMV). If the asset’s FMV is more than its net
book value, there is a gain.

Example: Sage Trade, Inc. trades a machine with a fair market value (FMV) of $15,000
(cost of $20,000 and with $8,000 of accumulated depreciation) for a similar machine.

Result: Since the traded machine’s fair market value of $15,000 is more than its net
book value of $12,000 ($20,000 cost less $8,000 depreciation), it is a gain situation.
Since no boot is received, no gain is recognized. The new machine is recorded at
$12,000, the book value of the asset relinquished:

Land 25,000

Accumulated depreciation 9,000

Machine 30,000

Gain on exchange 4,000

Machine (new) 12,000

Accumulated depreciation 8,000

Machine (old) 20,000
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Example: Assume the same facts as above except that Sage Trade, Inc. receives both a
similar machine and $5,000 cash. The fair market value of the machine received is
$10,000. (If the FMV of the asset received is not known, it may be calculated by sub-
tracting the boot received from the FMV of the asset relinquished.)

Result: Since this is a gain situation (i.e., the FMV of the asset relinquished ($15,000) is
more than its net book value ($12,000)) and boot ($5,000) is received, a portion of the
gain relating to the boot is recognized. The formula for determining the amount of the
gain to recognize is:

* The Total Gain is the excess of the FMV of the assets received (including any boot received) over the net
book value of the assets given up.

Therefore:

The new machine is now recorded at $8,000:

Sage Trade, Inc. makes the following entry:

Tax Reporting
For tax reporting purposes, an asset’s value may be different from its value according to
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). When an asset is acquired by use
of a trade-in, the basis of the new asset is the adjusted tax basis of the asset relinquished
plus any boot paid.

Net book value of old machine given up $12,000

less

Boot received (5,000)

plus

Portion of gain recognized 1,000

Basis of newly acquired machine $ 8,000

Cash 5,000

Machine (new) 8,000

Accumulated Depreciation 8,000

Machine (old) 20,000

Gain on Exchange 1,000

Boot received
Boot received FMV of Asset Received+
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Total Gain* Gain Recognized=

$5,000
$5,000 $10,000+
------------------------------------------ $3,000  ($10,000 $5,000 $12,000) $1,000=–+
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Example: Sage Trade, Inc. trades in an old machine for one worth $12,000. The old
machine cost $10,000 two years ago and $5,200 of depreciation has been claimed. Sage
Trade, Inc. also pays $7,000 cash.

Result: The basis of the new machine is:

Sage Trade, Inc. makes the following entry:

One of the provisions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is that like-kind exchange treatment
is no longer allowed for depreciable tangible personal property, and intangible and
non-depreciable personal property. Effective for disposals/exchanges after 2017 (with
limited transition exceptions).

The tax rules for how you depreciate the asset received in a like-kind exchange (or in an
involuntary conversion) changed after January 2, 2000 (IRS Notice 2000-4). You now
depreciate the new asset over the remaining recovery period of the old asset, rather than
having to start with a new placed-in-service date. This accelerates the new asset’s depre-
ciation.

There are two requirements for applying these new rules:

• The transaction must qualify either as a §1031 like-kind exchange or as a §1033
involuntary conversion.

• The property given up and the property received must both be MACRS property.

The new rule only applies to the amount of the new asset’s basis that does not exceed the
taxpayer’s basis in the old asset. If no additional money is paid, the new asset literally
“steps into the shoes” of the old asset and continues with the old asset’s depreciation
method, its averaging convention, and, most importantly, its recovery period.

Should the basis of the new asset exceed the basis of the asset given up, the asset must
then be depreciated as if it were two separate assets:

Cash paid $ 7,000

Basis of old machine:

Cost $10,000

Accumulated depreciation (5,200)

Basis of old machine 4,800

Basis of new machine $11,800

Machine (new) 11,800

Accumulated Depreciation 5,200

Machine (old) 10,000

Cash 7,000
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• Asset #1, which will have a basis equal to the old asset, is depreciated exactly as if it
were the old asset, had it not been disposed.

• Asset #2, which represents the excess of the new asset’s basis over the old asset’s
basis, is depreciated as a newly purchased asset. This asset should be assigned an
appropriate depreciation method, with a new recovery period starting with its new
placed-in-service date.

Example: Assume the same facts as above.

Result, prior law: The new machine is recorded at $11,800, with a new 5-year recovery
period, and it receives $2,360 of depreciation for the first year.

Result, new law: The new machine is recorded as the following two assets:

Asset #1, cost of $10,000, with accumulated depreciation of $5,200, receives $1,920
($10,000 x 19.2%, i.e., the third year percentages from the IRS table) of deprecia-
tion in the first year.
Asset #2, cost of $7,000 receives $1,400 ($7,000 x 20%) of depreciation in the first
year.

Under the new rules, Sage Trade, Inc. deducts $3,320, or $960 more depreciation
expense than under the prior law.

TIP
For tax purposes, it may not be advisable to trade in an asset if its market value is below its
adjusted basis. In such a case, it may be better to sell the asset at a loss, claiming an immediate
deduction. If the asset is traded, its undepreciated basis is added to the new asset and is deducted
over a much longer period of time (the new asset’s life). In making this decision you need to esti-
mate your future income and tax rates.

Miscellaneous Basis Issues
There are a few more unusual situations where the property’s basis needs to be deter-
mined under very specialized rules. These, along with appropriate references, are as fol-
lows:

• Personal Property reacquired by foreclosure (IRS Reg. 1.166-6(c))

• Real property reacquired by foreclosure (IRS Sec. 1038 (c))

In addition to the above, there is also the issue of when property, usually real estate, is
acquired with a nonrecourse note. In such a case, if the fair market value of the property
is less than the nonrecourse note, the asset’s basis will be limited to its true value. This
prevents the taxpayer from inflating the value of the property in order to claim large
depreciation deductions. (See Mayerson v. Commissioner, 47 TC 340 (1966).)

Note: A nonrecourse note only gives the seller rights against the property and not the
buyer, if payment of the note is not made. In other words, if the buyer defaults on the note,
the seller, or holder of the note, may repossess the property but cannot come after the buy-
er’s personal assets to try to collect.
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TIP
When acquiring property subject to a nonrecourse note, it is advisable to obtain an outside
appraisal of the property to ascertain its value. This is especially important if the property is
acquired from a related party.

Multiple Depreciation Calculations: An Overview

Now that you have an understanding of the types of property that may be depreciated,
the elements of depreciation, and who can claim depreciation, you are ready to under-
stand how depreciation is calculated. There are many different methods of depreciation.
Different depreciation methods are used for different types of reporting:

• Financial reporting purposes—i.e., for the preparation of financial statements for
presentation to company shareholders or to a lending authority such as a bank, or

• Tax reporting purposes—i.e., for the preparation of income tax returns.

Depreciation methods used for financial reporting are fairly straightforward. We will
explain these in Section III: “Depreciation for Financial Reporting.”

Depreciation methods for tax reporting purposes, however, are somewhat more compli-
cated. Although these methods are based on some of the same methods as used for
financial reporting, the IRS kept changing the rules over the past several years. There-
fore, it is always necessary to first know the date on which an asset was placed in service
and then to check which rules governed on that date.

Furthermore, for tax reporting purposes, even when you know the date placed in service,
there are several different methods that may be required by the IRS to be used to depre-
ciate the same asset, depending on which tax form you are completing:

• Federal income tax depreciation.

• General depreciation—IRS Form 4562.
• Alternative Minimum Tax depreciation—IRS Form 4626 (C corporations) or

IRS Form 6251 (individuals).
• Adjusted Current Earnings depreciation—IRS Form 4626 (C corporations).

• State income tax depreciation. These may or may not be the same depreciation
methods as used for federal reporting purposes.

None of the above is complicated if taken one step at a time. In the following pages of
this guide we will lead you through it.
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Amortization
In this section:

Amortization of Property for Financial Reporting Purposes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  II-2
Amortization of Property for Tax Reporting Purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  II-5

As previously stated, qualifying intangible property may be amortized, rather than
depreciated. Although for tax purposes the distinction is not always made between
amortization and depreciation, amortization remains a viable concept in financial
accounting and we will treat it separately here.

Amortization is computed using the straight-line method. (For an in-depth explanation
of how to make the calculation, see Section III: “Depreciation for Financial Reporting.”)
The life of the property is determined by different factors depending on the type of prop-
erty and whether it is being amortized for financial or tax reporting purposes.

For financial reporting, in most cases, the asset’s useful life is the deciding factor. Gen-
erally, the rules that govern the amortizable life are less restrictive for financial reporting
purposes than for tax reporting purposes.

The amortization rules for tax reporting purposes were greatly changed by the Revenue
Reconciliation Act of 1993. One of the provisions of this Act was the adoption of a stan-
dardized 15-year period for recovering the cost of most intangibles acquired by a busi-
ness, including goodwill. While the 1993 tax law was advantageous for some
intangibles, it did require a longer—and thus slower—recovery period for others. Such
property is now referred to as “Section 197 intangibles.”

Since the amortization rules for intangible property are very different for financial ver-
sus tax reporting purposes, we will cover them separately in this chapter.
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Amortization of Property for Financial Reporting Purposes

For financial reporting purposes, an intangible asset usually cannot be expensed. Rather,
it is either amortized over its useful life or, if the asset's life is considered to be indefi-
nite, it is capitalized and tested for impairment (usually annually). The amortizable life
of an intangible asset is the period over which it gives economic benefit. There are sev-
eral factors that should be considered when deciding on a useful life:

• Legal or contractual limitations.

• Renewal provisions.

• Effects of obsolescence, demand, and competition.

• Service life expectations of the people who use it.

Note: The costs of most intangible assets with finite lives are required to be amortized
whether the assets are purchased or developed internally.

There are a number of different types of amortizable intangible property. We will give a
brief description of some of the more common ones, listed alphabetically, along with the
life to be generally used in amortization.

The Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 142 (now FASB ASC 350), dated
June 2001, superseded Accounting Principles Board Opinion No. 17, which had previ-
ously imposed a maximum life of 40 years on intangibles. FASB ASC 350 states that
goodwill and other intangible assets that have indefinite useful lives will no longer be
amortized. Instead, they should be assessed (at least annually) for impairment. An
impairment loss occurs when an asset's carrying amount exceed its recoverable amount.
If assets are impaired, their carrying amount is reduced and an impairment loss is recog-
nized.

Computer Software
The costs of computer software, either purchased or developed internally, may be
research and development (R & D) costs. If they are considered to be part of R & D,
then they must be expensed. Computer software costs are not research and development
costs, however, if the software is used in selling or administrative activities.

Sometimes, software is purchased and its cost is included with the price of the hardware
instead of being itemized separately. When this happens, the software is treated as part
of the basis of the hardware and is depreciated at the same rate and over the same life as
the hardware.

If amortized, computer software is generally given a 60-month life. It may be amortized
over a shorter period, however, if it can be clearly established that it will be obsolete or
no longer used in a shorter period of time.
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Copyrights
A copyright gives an exclusive right to reproduce, publish, and sell a literary product or
artistic creation. The copyright’s amortizable basis is the amount paid for it, if pur-
chased, or if developed internally, the costs of securing it, as well as the costs of produc-
ing the work such as wages and materials. Any costs incurred to establish the copyright
are also included as part of its basis.

Prior to 1978, a copyright was granted for 28 years, with the right to renew for another
28 years. Today a copyright is granted to a corporation for 120 years after creation or 95
years after publication, whichever expires first, and to an individual for the life of the
author plus 70 years. However, the estimated useful life of a copyright is usually much
less than its legal life, and it is generally written off over a fairly short period.

Covenants-Not-To-Compete
When purchasing a business, the contract will often contain an agreement that the seller
will not engage in a competing business in a certain area for a specified period of time.
A covenant-not-to-compete protects the buyer from immediate competition from the
seller so that the buyer will have the opportunity to establish himself in the business.

The cost of the covenant-not-to-compete should be amortized over the period covered
by the covenant, unless its estimated economic life is expected to be less.

Customer Lists
Customer lists represent groups of clientele with whom a business has established rela-
tionships. Their value is based on the assumption that the customers will continue busi-
ness with the company and thus reduce marketing costs. Examples include patient
record cards, subscriber lists, and service accounts. They are frequently sold for a speci-
fied price when a business or division is sold.

The value of a customer list diminishes over time as customers are lost. There are two
different approaches for writing off a customer list. One method is to determine the life
of such a list, based on historical data from similar types of businesses located in the
same geographical area. If this information is available, then an estimated life can be
determined and used to amortize the list.

Another method is to assign a value to each customer on the list, based on historical
data. For example, if over a given year you could assess the total dollars earned by the
company from each customer, you could then determine a percentage for each cus-
tomer’s business as compared to total earnings from all customers and, finally, multiply
that percentage times the cost of the customer list. Then as a customer was lost, you
would expense the dollar amount assigned to that particular customer.

Easements
Easement costs, which grant a right-of-way, frequently given to public utility companies
for example, may be amortized if there is a limited and specified life.
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Franchises
The cost of a franchise includes the fee paid to the franchisor, as well as any legal costs
or expenses paid for acquiring it. Annual payments made under a franchise agreement,
however, are expensed when incurred.

A franchise that is granted for a limited period should be amortized over its life. If the
franchise has an indefinite life, it should be assessed, at least annually, for an impairment
loss.

Goodwill
When a business is purchased and the buyer pays more than fair market value for its
identifiable assets, net any liabilities assumed, this difference is called goodwill. Good-
will is measured by unrecorded assets such as loyal customers, a favorable location, a
favorable line of credit, or superior management. These unrecorded assets may result
from a variety of factors, including advertising or a business’s reputation for quality
control.

In December, 2000, the Financial Accounting Standards Board decided that goodwill
that is recorded due to an acquisition can no longer be amortized. Under the new guide-
lines, goodwill should be reviewed for impairment and expensed against earnings only
in the periods in which the recorded value of goodwill is more than its fair market value.

Note: Goodwill that is generated internally has no assigned value and is not recorded on
the books.

Leasehold Improvements
Leasehold improvements are permanent betterments made to leased property, which is
owned by someone else and which will usually revert to the owner at the end of the lease
period. For example, a tenant may build shelves or install fixtures on the walls of a store he
is renting. Although for income tax purposes leasehold improvements are depreciated, for
financial reporting they are amortized.

Leasehold improvements are amortized over the remaining term of the lease or their
expected useful life, whichever is shorter. If amortizing the improvements over the
remaining term of the lease, renewal options in the lease agreement are generally
ignored due to the uncertainty of whether or not the renewal will actually occur.

Organization Costs
Organization costs are the various costs incurred when forming a corporation or a part-
nership. For a corporation, these include attorneys’ fees, accounting services, costs of
issuing stock, and incorporation fees. For a partnership, these include attorneys’ fees,
fees incurred in the preparation of the partnership agreement, accounting fees, and filing
fees. According to FASB ASC 720-15, organization costs are expensed as incurred.
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Patents
A patent gives the owner the exclusive right to use a product or process for a period of
20 years. The patent may be developed internally, or it may be an existing patent that is
purchased from someone else.

If developed internally, the patent’s amortizable basis includes legal fees for patent
applications, patent fees, litigation costs, and filing fees. Research and experimental
expenses are discussed below, but are not included as part of the patent.

If the patent is purchased, the amortizable basis is the purchase price plus any costs,
such as attorney fees, of successful legal actions to protect the patent.

Note: If a legal suit to protect a patent is unsuccessful, then the costs incurred, including
all costs associated with the patent, may be written off immediately, since the patent
would have then lost its value.

Normally a patent is amortized over its legal life of 20 years or its remaining life, if pur-
chased from someone else. However, the actual life of a patent may be shortened if, for
example, another process is developed that makes the original patent obsolete. The cost
of the patent should be amortized over its legal life or over its economic life, whichever
is shorter.

Research and Development Costs
Research and development costs must be expensed in the year paid or incurred (depen-
dent on the business’s accounting method). However, if there are intangibles purchased
for use in research and development that have an alternative future use, they should be
capitalized and amortized if they have a useful life or, if they have an indefinite life, they
are subject to impairment testing.

Trademarks and Trade Names
Since trademarks and trade names may be renewed indefinitely, they have unlimited
legal lives. If the trademark or trade name is developed internally, the cost to be amor-
tized includes attorneys’ fees, registration fees, design costs, and any other expenditures
incurred in obtaining it. If it is purchased, the amortizable basis is the purchase price.

The cost of a trademark or trade name is subject to impairment testing if it is found to
have an indefinite life (that is, if it is being continually renewed). Other times, the value
of a trademark may have a very short life and should be amortized accordingly.

Amortization of Property for Tax Reporting Purposes

The Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993 created a standardized 15-year period for
amortizing most intangibles acquired by a business and, thereby, greatly changed the
existing guidelines for amortization. There are, of course, many intangible assets still
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being amortized according to the pre–1993 Tax Act rules. This section will therefore be
divided between pre–1993 Tax Act and post–1993 Tax Act rules.

Pre-1993 Tax Act Rules
Before the passage of the Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993, the rules for amortiza-
tion for tax reporting purposes were very similar to those for financial reporting pur-
poses. Intangible assets that had a determinable life, such as a covenant-not-to-compete
or a patent, used the asset’s actual life for amortization purposes. Other intangible assets,
such as computer software and organization costs, were usually amortized over a
5-year-period. However, some intangibles had special rules for tax reporting; we will
summarize these below:

Goodwill
Goodwill could not be amortized.

Trademarks and Trade Names
Trademarks and trade names, prior to 1987, were amortized over 60 months. After 1986
and before the 1993 Act, they were capitalized and were not allowed to be written off.

Franchises
Franchises, generally, were amortized over the shorter of 10 years or the term of the
agreement, including renewal periods if the prospect of the renewal was reasonably cer-
tain. However, if either the cost of the franchise was more than $100,000 or the fran-
chise was being paid for over time, in installments, then special rules applied. (See IRS
Code Sec. 1253 (d)(2) for further clarification.)

Customer Lists
Customer lists could be amortized only if they had a determinable life, based on facts
and not just on unsupported opinion. However, if the amount paid for purchasing a cus-
tomer list could not be separated from the amount paid for the purchase of goodwill, it
could not be written off (since goodwill was not amortizable). If the latter occurred, the
customer list could be expensed only on a final tax return if the entity went out of busi-
ness.

Post–1993 Tax Act Rules
A standardized amortization period of 15 years, created by the Revenue Reconciliation
Act of 1993, applies to qualifying property acquired after August 10, 1993, and may be
elected for property acquired after July 25, 1991 (IRS Code Sec. 197, which is included
in Section VII: “Quick Reference.”). The 15-year period begins with the month of
acquisition, and it applies regardless of the asset’s actual useful life. These Section 197
intangibles, as they are now referred to, cover a large variety of intangible assets.

Being able to amortize goodwill was an important tax law change. Businesses with
goodwill acquired after the above effective date can now take advantage of an extra
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deduction that previously was not allowed. Now a buyer can recover the cost of any
goodwill, as well as a customer list, over the same 15-year recovery period.

While the 1993 tax act is advantageous for some intangibles, it requires a longer—and
thus slower—recovery period for others. Covenants not to compete, for example, were
amortized under prior law over the life of the covenant. A typical covenant-not-to-com-
pete is in place for only 5 years. Now, all such covenants must be amortized over 15
years. Therefore, it takes much longer to fully recover their cost.

The intangibles that must now be amortized over 15 years include the following:

Covenants-Not-To-Compete
A covenant-not-to-compete is a promise by the seller of a business, made to the pur-
chaser of that business, not to engage in a similar business within a specified area for a
specified period of time. It gives the buyer an opportunity to secure a share of the mar-
ket.

Customer-Based Intangibles
A customer-based intangible is the value of a market share, the composition of a market,
or anything else resulting from the future provision of goods or services that arise from
relationships with customers in the ordinary course of business. An example of a cus-
tomer-based intangible is the portion of an acquired business that is attributable to the
existence of a customer base, circulation base, undeveloped market, or market growth.

Franchises, Trademarks, and Trade Names
Franchises are contracts for the exclusive right to perform certain functions or to sell
certain services or products. The franchisee may be allowed to use a certain trademark
or trade name.

Goodwill and Going-Concern Value
Goodwill represents the benefit acquired in the purchase of a business, beyond the value
of its assets. It includes loyal customers and a favorable location.

Going-concern value is the additional value that attaches to property because it is an
integral part of an ongoing business. It includes the value assigned to the ability of a
business to continue its operation without interruption in spite of an ownership change.

Information Bases
Information bases include customer lists, subscription lists, patient or client files, lists of
advertisers, insurance expirations, training manuals, and any accounting or inventory
control systems.

Licenses and Permits Granted by a Governmental Unit
This category includes liquor licenses, airport landing and takeoff rights, airline routes,
and television and radio broadcasting licenses. Each renewal of these items is consid-
ered another acquisition. Also, although sometimes a license or permit is granted for an
indefinite period of time, it still may be amortized over 15 years.
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Patents, Copyrights, and Know-How

This category includes patents; copyrights; formulas; formats; package designs; and
interests in films, sound recordings, videotapes, and books. It also includes computer
software, but only if the software has been substantially modified, is under an exclusive
license, or is not available to the general public.

Computer software that does not qualify for the 15-year standardized amortization
period is depreciated on a straight-line basis over 3 years, beginning in the month placed
in service, under IRS Code Section 167(f)(1). Generally, “off-the-shelf” software and
software that is not acquired as part of an acquisition of a trade or business qualifies as
Section 167(f) software, if acquired after August 10, 1993. The additional depreciation
allowance applies to such software also.

Supplier-Based Intangibles
A supplier-based intangible is the value attached to the future acquisition of goods or
services under relationships with suppliers of goods or services that are to be sold by the
taxpayer. For example, the portion of a purchase price of an acquired business attribut-
able to the existence of a favorable relationship with people who provide distribution
services, such as favorable shelf or display space, is a supplier-based intangible. Another
example of a supplier-based intangible is a favorable credit rating.

Workforce in Place
Workforce in place is the value of highly skilled, educated, and experienced employees
of a business at the time it is purchased. It also includes the cost of acquiring any exist-
ing contracts or relationships with employees or consultants.

Miscellaneous Rules for Section 197 Intangibles
1. Generally, Section 197 intangibles cannot be created by the taxpayer. They must be

acquired in a transaction involving the acquisition of assets constituting a trade or
business or a substantial portion of one. However, the exclusion of Section 197
intangibles created by the taxpayer does not apply to trademarks, trade names, fran-
chises, or licenses and permits granted by a governmental unit.

2. There are also special rules if Section 197 intangibles are disposed of at a loss.
When this happens and the business still owns any other Section 197 property that
was acquired in the same transaction as the intangible now being disposed, no loss
can be claimed. The unrecognized loss must be added to the bases of the intangibles
retained.

3. Finally, some intangible assets are not subject to IRS Code Section 197 and, there-
fore, are not assigned the 15-year standardized life:

• Organization Costs and Start-Up Costs. Organization costs are incurred when
forming a business entity such as a corporation or partnership. Start-up costs
relate to beginning the operations of a new business. Generally, they are amor-
tized over 60 months.

Note: Syndication costs, which are expenses connected with issuing and market-
ing the interests in a partnership, may not be amortized or expensed.
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• Research and Development Costs. Research and development costs either are
expensed in the year paid or incurred or are amortized over a period of at least
60 months (IRS Code Sections 174).

• Section 167(f) software. Section 167(f) software is depreciated on a
straight-line basis over 3 years. Section 167(f) software that is also
“off-the-shelf” software is eligible for Section 179 expensing if placed in ser-
vice in a tax year beginning in 2003 or later.

• Geological and Geophysical Expenditures. The Tax Increase Prevention and
Reconciliation Act of 2005 extended the amortization period of geological and
geophysical expenditures (G & G costs) to five years for major integrated oil
companies. G & G costs are the expenses incurred in gathering data in order to
acquire mineral properties. Previously G & G costs were amortized over two
years.

• Musical Compositions or Copyrights. The Tax Increase Prevention and Rec-
onciliation Act of 2005 enacted a provision to allow taxpayers to elect to treat
the sale or exchange of self-created musical compositions or copyrights as the
sale or exchange of a capital asset. This bill also temporarily allowed for
expenses paid or incurred in creating or acquiring composition or copyright to a
musical composition to be amortized over five years, for years 2006 through
2010.

Miscellaneous Amortizable Property
There are also less common types of property that may be amortized. These, along with
the appropriate IRS Code Sections, are as follows:

• Certain intangible drilling costs—Sec. 291(b), 263(c)

• Circulation costs—Sec. 173

• Mine development costs—Sec. 291(b), 616(a)

• Pollution control facilities—Sec. 169

• Reforestation expenditures—Sec. 194 *

• Lease acquisition costs—Sec. 178

* Under Code Section 194, a tax payer is allowed to expense up to $10,000 of qualified timber property refores-
tation expenses within a taxable year in which the qualified expenses are paid or incurred.
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For financial reporting purposes, a business uses depreciation methods dictated by Gen-
erally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). A number of depreciation methods
have been developed, and while each different method will provide the same opportu-
nity to deduct the asset’s basis over its assigned life, the various methods do so at differ-
ent speeds. Deciding which method to use is left completely to the discretion of the
individual business, based on whichever method makes the most sense considering the
facts and circumstances surrounding the particular asset.

Three decisions need to be made for each depreciable asset:

• Salvage Value

• Useful Life

• Depreciation Method

Salvage value is the dollar amount that can be received for an asset when it is retired
from service at the end of its useful life, less all removal and selling costs. A building,
therefore, normally does not have a salvage value, since it is assumed that the costs of
demolition will approximate the sales value of any scrap materials recovered. Salvage
value is sometimes referred to as the asset's residual value and is obviously an estimated
amount, based on past experience.

In determining an asset’s useful life, the objective for financial reporting is to select the
life that will most accurately reflect the asset’s true economic usefulness. Past experi-
ence again will serve as the best guideline, and it is a good idea to periodically review
these lives and revise them as needed. (For a detailed explanation on how this is han-
dled, see “Revising an Asset’s Estimated Life,” page III-7.) Some businesses prefer to
use the same life for financial reporting as dictated by the IRS for income tax reporting,
simplifying their record keeping.

The final decision for depreciation is to choose an appropriate depreciation method.
Each method has a distinctive pattern of allocating the asset’s cost to the specific years
of its life. For some assets their useful lives will expire uniformly over the passage of
time. Other assets will prove to be most useful or productive in their early years, with a
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decline in value later. Finally, certain assets’ usefulness varies in direct proportion to
their amount of use, which may be irregular.

Note: Although you can choose different depreciation methods for different assets, once
chosen you must be consistent and use the same method of depreciation over the asset’s
entire life. If you decide you want to change a depreciation method then you need to do
so in accordance with the Accounting Principles Board Opinion No. 20.

Depreciation Methods for Financial Reporting

Straight-Line Method
The simplest and most commonly used depreciation method for financial reporting is
the straight-line method, which records depreciation uniformly over the asset’s life.
Under this method, which is also the method used for amortization, the same amount of
depreciation is taken each year. It is most appropriately used when an asset’s deprecia-
tion relates more to time than to frequency of use and its operating efficiency is rela-
tively constant over its useful life.

How To:

The equation for calculating straight-line depreciation is:

Example: Equipment costing $15,000, with a salvage value of $1,000, and with a useful
life of 7 years will have an annual depreciation deduction of $2,000:

Result:

Accelerated Methods
Accelerated depreciation methods allocate a higher cost to the early life of an asset and a
smaller cost in later years. These methods are generally used with those assets whose
efficiency and productivity decline as the assets age. The two most commonly used
accelerated methods are declining-balance and sum-of-the-years’-digits.

Declining-Balance Methods
Under these methods, the net book value (acquisition cost less accumulated deprecia-
tion) is multiplied by a fixed rate. Because the net book value will be smaller each year

Acquisition Cost Salvage Value–
Life in Years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Annual Depreciation=

$15,000 $1,000–
7 Years

------------------------------------------ $2,000=
III-2                                                                                                                 Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Section III: Depreciation for Financial Reporting
Depreciation Methods for Financial Reporting III
(due to the annual increase in accumulated depreciation), the amount of depreciation
will also be less each year. Although the salvage value of the asset is not deducted from
cost when using this method, the asset cannot be depreciated below its salvage value.

The two most popular declining-balance methods are double or 200% declining and 1.5
or 150% declining. Double declining is equal to twice the straight-line rate, and 1.5
declining is equal to 1.5 times the straight-line rate.

How To:

The equation for calculating double declining-balance depreciation is:

Example: Machinery costing $15,000, with a salvage value of $1,000, and with a useful
life of 10 years will have the following calculation for the first year it is placed in ser-
vice:

Result:

For the second year, the following calculation is made:

How To:

The equation for calculating 1.5 declining-balance depreciation is:

Example: Using the same example as above, the calculation for the first year is:

Result:

For the second year, the following calculation is made:

Acquisition Cost Accumulated Depreciation–
Life in Years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 Annual Depreciation=

$15,000
10

------------------- 2 $3,000=

$15,000 $3,000–
10

------------------------------------------ 2 $2,400=

Acquisition Cost Accumulated Depreciation–
Life in Years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1.5 Annual Depreciation=

$15,000
10

------------------- 1.5 $2,250=

$15,000 $2,250–
10

------------------------------------------ 1.5 $1,912=
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When using a declining-balance method, it is possible during an asset’s life to change to
the straight-line method. There are two reasons you may decide to do this:

• When using a declining-balance method, you will never completely depreciate the
asset. If the asset does not have a salvage value, you may want to be able to com-
pletely write the asset off by depreciating it fully.

• Since the depreciation amounts calculated under declining-balance become progres-
sively smaller near the end of the asset’s life, you may feel at some point that this no
longer accurately reflects the proper allocation of costs to income.

Note: At some point in the asset’s life (generally around the midpoint), the amount of de-
preciation calculated according to straight-line will be greater than that calculated under
the declining-balance method. If the change to straight-line depreciation is made, it will,
therefore, result in a greater total depreciation deduction.

This switch to the straight-line method is sometimes referred to as the Remaining Value
Over Remaining Life. Notice that here the asset’s salvage value is deducted out, since
you are using a form of straight-line depreciation.

How To:

The equation for switching to straight-line depreciation when either the double declin-
ing-balance or 1.5 declining-balance method is used is:

The usual time to make this switch to straight-line is when the calculated depreciation
under the straight-line method will exceed the amount calculated under the declin-
ing-balance method. To give you an estimate of the time period when this occurs,
depending on which method of declining-balance was used, see the chart below (salvage
value is ignored here):

Original Useful 
Life

Year to Switch to Straight-Line

1.5
Declining-Balance

Double
Declining-Balanc

e

10 years 5 7

20 years 8 12

25 years 10 14

30 years 12 17

35 years 13 19

(Acquisition Cost Accumulated Depreciation)– Salvage Value–
Remaining Useful Life in Years

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Example: Assume an asset costing $5,000, with no salvage value, and with a useful life
of 5 years, is being depreciated under the double declining-balance method, but the
owner wants to switch to the straight line method as soon as it will produce a greater
amount:

Example: Assume the same example as above, but with a salvage value of $300. In this
case, when switching in the fourth year to straight-line, the depreciation expense for the
last 2 years would be $390 each year for a total depreciation over the asset’s life of
$4,700.

Result:

Total depreciation, therefore, will be:

Sum-of-the-Years’-Digits Method
Another accelerated depreciation method is the sum-of-the-years’-digits method. This
method gives almost as high deductions as the double declining-balance method. With
this method, however, although the amount of depreciation decreases each year, it
allows the user to write off the entire asset’s basis less any salvage value.

How To:

Year Cost

Less
Accumulate

d
Depreciation

Equals Net
Book Value

Double
Declining-Balan

ce
(DDB)

Switch to
Straight-Lin

e

1 5,000 N/A 5,000 2,000 Use DDB

2 5,000 2,000 3,000 1,200 Use DDB

3 5,000 3,200 1,800 720 Use DDB

4 5,000 3,920 1,080 432 540

5 5,000 4,352 648 259 540

Total Depreciation = $4,611 $5,000

Years 1–3 (using double declining-balance) = $3,920

Years 4–5 (using straight-line) $390 + $390 = 780

$4,700

($5,000 $3,920)– $300 (Salvage)–
2 Years remaining life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $390=

Cost less Salvage Value Useful life remaining
Sum-of-the-years‘-digits
---------------------------------------------------------- Annual Depreciation=
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The “sum-of-the-years’-digits” is defined literally. The sum-of-the-years’-digits for an
asset with a 3-year life is 6, computed as follows:
Year 1 + Year 2 + Year 3  =  6

Example: The formula to compute the first year’s depreciation on a $500 asset, with a
salvage value of $50, and a life of 5 years is used as follows:

Year 1:

Year 2:

Year 3:

How To:

As illustrated, the numerator decreases every year, while the denominator stays the
same. There is a shortcut, however, for determining the sum-of-the-years’-digits amount
to be used as the denominator in the above formula:

Where n represents the life in years:

Example: If the life of the asset is 51 years, the sum of its digits, to be used as the
denominator, is 1,326:

Production or Use Methods
Production or use methods do not relate to the passage of time and, therefore, do not
relate to years of life. These methods relate to usage patterns and recognize that some
assets, such as certain machinery, will depreciate more rapidly the more they are used.
These are excellent methods for a seasonal business, for example, which may run its
machinery at times 24 hours a day and at other times, only 9 hours a day.

($500 $50) 5
1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 (=15)
---------------------------------------------------------- $150=–

($500 $50) 4
1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5
------------------------------------------- $120=–

($500 $50) 3
1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5
------------------------------------------- $90=–

n (n + 1)
2

---------------------

51 (51 + 1)
2

--------------------------- 1,326=
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Service-Hours Method
When using the service-hours method, an asset’s useful life or service life is estimated
in terms of the number of hours of use rather than in terms of years or months.

How To:

The equation for calculating service-hours depreciation is:

Example: Assume an asset costing $60,000, with a $6,000 salvage value, and a produc-
tive life in hours of 20,000, is used 3,000 hours during its first year:

Result:

This method could be used just as easily for a vehicle that you want to depreciate
according to actual miles driven each year. To do so you would substitute miles for
hours in the above formula and would estimate the total miles expected to be driven over
the vehicle’s life.

Productive-Output Method
Under this method, also referred to as the Units-of-Production method, depreciation will
vary according to output. This method is very similar to the service-hours method, but
measures an asset’s useful life in terms of units of product rather than hours of use.

How To:

Example: Assume an asset costing $60,000, with a salvage value of $6,000, that is
expected to produce 10,000 units over its useful life, produces 2,000 units during its first
year of use.

Result:

Revising an Asset’s Estimated Life

(Cost less Salvage) Hours used this year
Total Estimated Hours in asset‘s life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Annual Depreciation=

($60,000 6,000)– 3,000
20,000

-------------------------------------------------------------- $8,100=

(Cost less Salvage) Units of Product produced this year
Total Estimated Units to be produced during asset‘s life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Annual Depreciation=

($60,000 $6,000) 2,000–
10,000

----------------------------------------------------------------- $10,800=
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For financial reporting purposes, you should change the life of an asset if the life that
was originally assigned becomes inaccurate. Unlike tax reporting, where assets are
depreciated over prescribed lives, an asset’s estimated life for financial reporting is, by
definition, only an estimate. When assigning a life to an asset, the goal in financial
accounting is to select a life that best reflects the asset’s true economic usefulness. In
other words, for what period of time will the asset contribute to the production of
income?

Changes in estimate are a normal part of operating a company. With even the most expe-
rienced estimate, there are times when you need to revise a life originally chosen for an
asset. New or better information may become available, or new events may occur.

Below are some examples of circumstances that can cause an asset’s life to require revi-
sion:

• New technology can easily render an asset obsolete.

• Improper maintenance can shorten an asset’s life, whereas improved standards of
maintenance may lengthen its life.

• An asset may be accidentally damaged or broken.

• A work stoppage (a strike or other cause) may render an asset temporarily idle and,
thus, prolong its life.

• Unscheduled overtime may cause an asset to wear out earlier than originally
expected.

• Improvements made to an asset may extend its life.

• A management decision to relocate a business may result in the early retirement of
an asset or building.

It is recommended, therefore, that the lives of a company’s assets be reviewed periodi-
cally, and revised when necessary. When a change is needed, it should not be accounted
for retroactively. Opening balances should not be adjusted, and no attempt should be
made to “catch up” or change prior periods. Since changes in accounting estimates are a
continual process, they should be prospective.

How To:

If it is necessary to revise an asset’s life:

1. Determine the asset’s remaining value:

2. Determine the asset’s remaining estimated life.

3. Resume depreciating the asset using the asset’s remaining value and remaining life
calculated in Steps 1 and 2, using the same method.

In accordance with FASB ASC 250-10-50, you are required to make a note to the com-
pany’s financial statements in the year of the change and in future years that are

Acquired Value less Accumulated Depreciation
(less any salvage value if using straight-line depreciation).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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affected. The note should state that a change in estimate has occurred and it should
include:

• A description of the change.

• The effect of the change on income before extraordinary items, net income, and
related per share amounts.

Example: Super Sage, a calendar-year company, acquired a “SLOW” machine on Janu-
ary 1, 2003. The machine cost $10,000, was assigned a slow 10-year life, and was
depreciated using the straight-line method. After using the SLOW machine for 4 years,
there was a technological breakthrough in the marketplace. In 2007 a “FAST” machine
was developed and was widely marketed. Naturally, Super Sage wanted to purchase the
faster “FAST” machine and so decided it would use the “SLOW” machine only through
the end of the next fiscal year of 2008. At that time it would abandon it (or sell it to a
slower company). Because of this decision, it is necessary to change the asset’s life from
10 years to 6 years.

Result:

Years 1 through 4 (2003–2006):

Years 5 and 6 (2007–2008): To calculate depreciation on the asset with its new life of 6
years, use the asset’s remaining value and divide it by the asset’s remaining life of 2
years:

With the above calculation the SLOW machine will be fully depreciated in 6 years.

Depreciation for Partial Periods

Very few assets are purchased on the first day of the year and are disposed of on the last
day of a year. Rather, asset acquisitions and dispositions generally occur throughout the
year. Management commonly develops a depreciation policy that simplifies the alloca-
tion of depreciation to accounting periods, so that a daily allocation isn’t necessary.
Three common period allocation methods, commonly called “averaging conventions,”
are illustrated below.

1. Modified mid-month convention. Compute depreciation on the basis of the nearest
whole month. Assets placed in service on or before the 15th day of a month receive
a full month’s depreciation, whereas those assets placed in service after the 15th
day receive no depreciation for that month.

$10,000
10

------------------- $1,000 depreciation expense each year for the first 4 years=

$10,000 $4,000–
2

------------------------------------------ $3,000 depreciation expense each year for the last 2 years=
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If the asset is disposed of on or before the 15th day of the month, no depreciation is
taken for that month, whereas if disposed of after the 15th day, a full month’s depre-
ciation is taken.

Example: A 5-year asset, costing $10,000, with no salvage value, placed in service
5/12/2004 and disposed of 6/9/2007, is depreciated using the straight-line method,
by a calendar-year taxpayer.

Result:

Example: Now assume the same asset as above, but change its date placed in ser-
vice to 5/25/2004 and its disposition date to 6/16/2007.

Result:

2. Full-month convention. Compute depreciation in full month increments only.
Assets placed in service at any time during a given month will receive a full
month’s depreciation in that month.

If, before the end of its depreciable life, the asset is disposed, no depreciation is
allowed for the month in which the asset is disposed.

Example: Similar to above, assume a 5-year asset, costing $10,000, with no salvage
value, placed in service 5/30/2004 and disposed of 6/25/2007.

Year Ending
Current 

Depreciation
Accumulated
Depreciation

12/31/2004 $2,000 x 8/12 = $1,333 $1,333

12/31/2005 $2,000 $3,333

12/31/2006 $2,000 $5,333

12/31/2007 $2,000 x 5/12 = $833 $6,166

Year Ending
Current 

Depreciation
Accumulated
Depreciation

12/31/2004 $2,000 x 7/12 = $1,167 $1,167

12/31/2005 $2,000 $3,167

12/31/2006 $2,000 $5,167

12/31/2007 $2,000 x 6/12 = $1,000 $6,167

$10,000 Cost
5-Year life

-------------------------------- $2,000 Annual Depreciation= =
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Result:

3. Half-year convention. All assets either placed in service or disposed of before the
end of their depreciable lives, receive one-half year’s depreciation. At all other
times, assets receive a full year’s depreciation.

Example: As above, assume a 5-year asset, costing $10,000, with no salvage value,
placed in service 5/12/2004 and disposed of 6/9/2007, is depreciated using the
straight-line method, by a calendar-year taxpayer.

Result:

FASB ASC 740 (formerly FAS 109) and Depreciation

It is not unusual for there to be differences in the depreciation methods used for financial
and tax reporting purposes. This is one of the most common causes of the differences in
the amount of net income reported for tax purposes and the amount of net income
reported for financial statement purposes. Some of these differences are the result of
reporting transactions in different years (for example, accrual accounting versus cash
basis or recognizing revenue at the time of sale versus installment sale accounting). Tax
reporting follows prescribed laws and regulations, whereas financial reporting repre-
sents compliance with GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles).

Although differences in the current period do not always affect future periods, quite
often they do. Such differences can result in an increase or decrease in a future tax liabil-
ity. You handle this for financial reporting purposes by complying with FASB ASC 740,
Income Taxes. The basic tenet of ASC 740 is that you must reflect future tax conse-
quences for past transactions. This is accomplished by establishing deferred tax assets
and deferred tax liabilities; also known as deferred tax accounting.

Year Ending
Current 

Depreciation
Accumulated
Depreciation

12/31/2004 $2,000 x 8/12 = $1,133 $1,133

12/31/2005 $2,000 $3,333

12/31/2006 $2,000 $5,333

12/31/2007 $2,000 x 5/12 = $833 $6,166

Year Ending
Current 

Depreciation
Accumulated
Depreciation

12/31/2004 $2,000 x 1/2 = $1,000 $1,000

12/31/2005 $2,000 $3,000

12/31/2006 $2,000 $5,000

12/31/2007 $2,000 x 1/2 = $1,000 $6,000
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Note: “FASB” is an abbreviation for the Financial Accounting Standards Board. "FAS"
is an abbreviation for Financial Accounting Standard. FAS 109 is effective for tax years
beginning after December 15, 1992. It superseded FASB 96. The standards FASB ASC
740 covers Income Taxes.

Some causes of reporting differences are permanent, while others are temporary. If an
item is deductible for financial purposes, but not for tax purposes, and if it will never be
deductible for tax purposes, it is a permanent difference; for example, a fine due to a
parking ticket. A temporary difference occurs when the reporting difference eventually
reverses itself. This happens when differences are eliminated at the completion of the
transaction or event. This is sometimes referred to as a timing difference.

Differences in depreciation expense between financial and tax reporting are always tem-
porary. For example, if you are depreciating a $100 asset that does not have any salvage
value, you will eventually claim $100 of depreciation expense, regardless of the depreci-
ation method being used. If you are depreciating this asset using the straight-line
method, you will expense an equal amount each year. If you are depreciating this same
asset using the double-declining balance method, and later switching to straight-line,
you will expense more of the asset in its early years and less later. However, both meth-
ods of depreciation will allow you to claim $100 of depreciation expense over the
asset’s life. Therefore, any differences created between the two sets of books, caused by
the different depreciation methods, ultimately are reversed.

Of the possible causes of differences between financial reporting and tax reporting,
depreciation expense is the most common. This is because most businesses have depre-
ciable assets and use different depreciation methods, as well as different lives, for the
two reporting purposes. Tax reporting mainly uses ACRS and MACRS, while financial
reporting frequently uses straight-line depreciation. Tax reporting uses a prescribed
recovery period for depreciation, while financial reporting uses a realistic useful life.

Example: For financial purposes, an asset costing $12,000 is depreciated using the
straight-line method and a 6-year life. For tax purposes, the same asset is depreciated
using MACRS with a 5-year recovery period. Eventually $12,000 of depreciation
expense will be claimed for both tax and financial reporting. However, in the early
years, tax reporting claims more depreciation than financial reporting. While in later
years, financial reporting claims more depreciation than tax reporting. The table below
illustrates how these differences are eliminated.

Financial 
Reporting

Tax 
Reporting Difference

Year 1 $ 2,000 $ 2,400 $<400>

Year 2 2,000 3,840 <1,840>

Year 3 2,000 2,304 <304>

Year 4 2,000 1,382 618

Year 5 2,000 1,382 618
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Temporary differences represent future tax consequences. The tax consequences of
these differences (i.e., the expected future income or deduction from an event multiplied
by the appropriate tax rate) may be set up on the financial statements as either a:

• Deferred tax liability, or

• Deferred tax asset.

Deferred Tax Liability
A deferred tax liability is established when temporary differences result in future taxable
amounts. If this occurs, the income tax expense shown on the financial statements has
two components: current tax expense, which is indicated by an Income Taxes Currently
Payable account, and future tax expense, which is indicated by a Deferred Tax Liability
account. In the previous example, a deferred tax liability account must be established.
Since during the last three years of the asset’s life, the depreciation expense for tax
reporting is less than the depreciation expense for financial reporting, a future taxable
difference is created. In the future, the current temporary difference results in a taxable
difference.

Deferred Tax Asset
A deferred tax asset is established when a temporary difference or a tax attribute (such
as a loss carryforward or tax credit) results in a future tax reduction. After establishing
the deferred tax asset account, you must evaluate the probability that it will result in a
future tax benefit. It is said to be “more likely than not” to be realized when it has a 51%
or greater probability of becoming a future tax benefit. If a portion of the deferred tax
asset account does not meet the “more likely than not” test, then you must also establish
a valuation allowance or contra account to offset it. A deferred tax asset can occur when
you are using a more accelerated depreciation method for financial reporting (dou-
ble-declining balance with a shorter life) and a slower method (ADS, Alternative
MACRS) for tax reporting. A benefit only occurs if there is taxable income in the future
that can be offset.

Disposed Assets
A frequently asked question concerns the treatment of disposed assets when setting up a
deferred tax account. If, prior to its disposal, an asset is being depreciated differently for
financial and tax reporting purposes, the reversal of any remaining temporary difference
is accelerated and recognized upon the asset’s disposal. Since there are different
amounts of depreciation expense taken to date, the basis of the asset will be different for
tax versus financial reporting purposes. This, in turn, causes a different gain/loss amount

Year 6 2,000 692 1,308

Total Depreciation Expense $12,000 $12,000 0

Financial 
Reporting

Tax 
Reporting Difference
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to be reported on the two sets of books. When this is netted with accumulated deprecia-
tion the timing difference is resolved.

Example: Assume that an asset costing $100 has $30 of accumulated depreciation for
tax reporting and $20 of depreciation for financial reporting. It is sold for $90.

Result:

Establishing a Deferred Tax Account
When setting up a deferred tax account, you must include the effect of depreciation dif-
ferences on it.

How To:

To calculate the differences in depreciation for financial and tax reporting purposes and
to set up a deferred tax account, there are several steps you should take:

1. Project depreciation for future years for all assets, both for tax reporting and finan-
cial statement reporting. Calculate the difference between tax and financial depreci-
ation for each year. (The projection will also show you when the differences will be
reversed.)

2. Eliminate any depreciation expense for any assets that you know will be disposed of
in a given year (see above explanation).

3. Multiply the annual difference by the expected tax rate for each year. In most cases,
this will be a deferred tax liability account as it is much more common for assets to
be depreciated under a more accelerated method for tax reporting than for financial
reporting.

4. Set up a deferred liability account by making the following journal entry:

Example: Let’s continue with our earlier example of the $12,000 asset. Assume a con-
sistent future tax rate of 15%. Assume this is the first year of business and that the cur-

Tax 
Reporting

Financial 
Reporting

Depreciation (expense) = $<30> $<20>

Gain on sale (income) = 20 10

Net (income less expense) = $<10> $<10>

Current income tax expense

Income tax expense - deferred

Deferred tax liability

Income taxes currently payable
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rent year tax liability (after deducting the current $2,400 of depreciation expense (see
Year One in the example)) is $640. In comparing the differences between financial and
tax depreciation, we compute the following deferred tax amount in the first year of the
asset’s life (to project forward we, therefore, start with the second year):

The amount of the deferred liability account as it is initially established is $60. It will be
increased in the next two years and will be decreased every year thereafter. In the sixth
year the liability account will be completely eliminated. The Deferred Tax Account
would appear as follows (the year of each entry is noted):

The journal entry made in the first year is:

(To set up the deferred tax liability and to record the current year’s tax liability and
expense.)

The deferred tax liability account, therefore, reflects the future tax consequences of
whatever differences exist at the end of each year between financial and tax deprecia-
tion. As the temporary difference eventually reverses itself, the deferred tax liability
account is gradually eliminated.

Year 2: $<1,840> ($2,000 financial depreciation
    less $3,840 tax depreciation) x 15% = $<276>

Year 3: $<304> x 15% = $  <46>

Year 4: $618 x 15% = $    93

Year 5: $618 x 15% = $    93

Year 6: $1,308 x 15% = $  196

Total deferred taxes in the first year $   60

Deferred Tax Liability

Year 4: 93 Year 1:  60

Year 5: 93 Year 2:  276

Year 6: 196 Year 3:  46

Current income tax expense 640

Income tax expense - deferred 60

Deferred tax liability 60

Income taxes currently payable 640
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Financial Reporting: A Summary

The goal in the financial reporting of fixed assets is to find a depreciation method,
approved by GAAP, that will most realistically reflect their demise. While trying to
attain the fairest presentation, all decisions, at best, are going to be based on estimates:
estimates as to useful life and estimates as to what portion of that determined life will be
used up in any one period. For financial reporting purposes, you should periodically
review the lives assigned to your fixed assets. If a life originally assigned to an asset is
no longer accurate, you need to revise it according to FASB ASC 250.

As you will see in Section IV of this guide, completely different depreciation methods,
as well as useful lives, for fixed assets may be used in computing depreciation for tax
purposes. Such differences must be reconciled according to ASC 740 and a deferred tax
account will need to be established.
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Depreciation for Income Tax Reporting
Unlike financial reporting, the depreciation methods and lives used by a business to
record depreciation on fixed assets for income tax reporting purposes are set by the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Some alternatives are available whereby the taxpayer
may be able to choose between two different methods and/or lives. When this occurs,
the choice will be between an accelerated method with a fairly short life and a slower
method with a longer life. However, the taxpayer’s choices are much more limited than
if he was selecting a depreciation method or life for financial reporting purposes.

Essentially, the depreciation methods used for income tax reporting purposes are all
based on the same methods used for financial reporting and explained in Section III:
“Depreciation for Financial Reporting.” Thus, while called by various acronyms
(ACRS, MACRS, etc.), the depreciation methods prescribed by the IRS are founded on
either straight-line depreciation or a declining-balance method.

The key to unlocking the puzzle of which depreciation method and life to use for any
fixed asset is the date on which the asset is placed in service. At this point you may
need to pause and review the “Elements of Depreciation,” page I-7, for an explanation
of how the date placed in service is determined.

Remember: The date placed in service is not necessarily the same date as the date on
which the asset was acquired!
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The following chart will refer you to the appropriate chapter in this Section of the guide
that will provide you with a clear understanding of the available choices for depreciating
any fixed asset:

  Was the asset placed in service before 1981?   If Yes: See Chapter 
5

  Was the asset placed
  in service after 1980,
  but before 1987?

  If Yes: Is it a car or
  listed property?

  If Yes: See Chapter 
3

  Is the asset a car or listed property?

  If Yes: See Chapter 
4

  If Yes: See Chapter 
3

  If Yes: See Chapter 
1

  Was the asset placed
  in service in the
  current tax year?

  If Yes: Did you want
  to expense the asset 
this year?

  See Chapter 2   See Chapter 2

If No (it was placed
in service after 1986):

If No:

If No:

If No: If No:
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Before moving on to the appropriate chapter, there are several matters of importance, as
well as terminology, with which you need to become familiar.

For all depreciable property placed in service after 1980, we are no longer concerned
with useful lives, but rather with “recovery periods.” Recovery periods are 12-month
periods and are not based on tax years. They are not elective, but rather are prescribed
by statute according to property type. Recovery periods are generally shorter than the
estimated useful lives used in other depreciation methods. Depreciation is now referred
to as a deduction for “cost recovery.”

There are also certain IRS rules that determine how depreciation is prorated for the year
in which an asset is placed in service, as well as for the year in which an asset is dis-
posed of (if it is disposed of before the end of its depreciable life). These are referred to
as “averaging conventions,” some of which were explained in Section III of this guide
under financial reporting requirements. There are three principal averaging conventions
used for tax reporting purposes. All of these averaging conventions will be further dis-
cussed in Section IV: “Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System
(MACRS).”

1. Half-year convention: Under this convention, all assets either placed in service or
disposed of before the end of their depreciable lives receive a half-year of deprecia-
tion. When you use this convention and the asset is held for its entire recovery
period (and without any short years), a half-year of depreciation is allowed for the
year following the end of the recovery period.

Note: The half-year convention is illustrated by an example in “Depreciation for Par-
tial Periods,” page III-9.

2. Midmonth convention: Under the midmonth convention, whatever day of the
month an asset is either placed in service or disposed of, it is treated as if it occurred
at the midpoint of the month.

3. Midquarter convention: This was created, along with MACRS, by the Tax Reform
Act of 1986. Under this convention, 1 1/2 months of depreciation is allowed for the
quarter of the year in which an asset is placed in service (a quarter of a year being 3
months).

The above-mentioned conventions are used for depreciable property placed in service
after 1980. For property placed in service prior to 1981, you may choose to use the
half-year convention, compute to the nearest whole month, or calculate the actual days
in use. Averaging conventions are prescribed for assets depreciated under MACRS or
ACRS, but are optional for nonrecovery property (i.e., property acquired before 1981).

As in financial reporting, once a depreciation method is chosen, it must be used consis-
tently for the asset’s entire depreciable life. To make a change for an asset placed in ser-
vice prior to 1987, it is usually necessary to apply for a change of accounting method
with the IRS. An asset placed in service in 1987 or later, however, is being depreciated
under MACRS, and the various depreciation elections made can never be changed.
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Note: You are permitted to change a depreciation method without the permission of the
IRS when changing to straight-line depreciation from a declining-balance method on a
pre-1981 asset, and only if done on an original (not an amended) tax return. For two other
times when you can change a depreciation method without the prior approval of the IRS,
see also “Principles for Calculating Depreciation for Nonrecovery Property,” page
IV-120. In addition, if you have claimed less depreciation than the allowable amount,
there is now an automatic consent procedure for correcting this. See “Allowed or Allow-
able Depreciation,” page V-2.

If you are using a 52/53-week accounting cycle, depreciation is calculated the same as if
it were a taxable year consisting of 12 calendar months. However, when a tax rule’s
effective date is expressed in terms of a tax year beginning or ending on a specific date
that is the first or last day of a month, the 52/53-week year is deemed to start and end as
follows:

• Begin on the first day of the calendar month that begins nearest to the first day of
that tax year, and

• End on the last day of the calendar month that ends nearest to the last day of that tax
year.

Example: Consider a year that begins on 5/29/07 and ends on 6/3/08. For certain provi-
sions of the tax code, such year is treated as beginning on 6/1/07 and ending on 5/31/08.
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Property Qualifying for the Section 179 Expense Deduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-7
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Carryover of Disallowed Section 179 Expense  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-15
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For tax reporting purposes, there are several options available for expensing part 
or all of an asset’s cost in the year in which it is placed in service.

First, effective in 2014, there is a de minimis safe harbor rule allowing busi-
nesses to deduct items of qualifying property as long as they cost $5,000 or less 
each and certain other requirements are met.

A second option is to expense part of an asset’s cost in the year in which it is 
placed in service under IRS Code Section 168(k). Code Section 168(k) allows an 
additional first-year amount of depreciation referred to as “bonus depreciation” 
to be claimed on certain qualifying property. The provision for bonus deprecia-
tion is currently only temporary.

A third option is to elect to deduct part or all of the cost of qualifying property 
under IRS Code Section 179. There are specified dollar limits based on the year 
in which the property is placed in service, as well as other restrictions.

De Minimis Safe Harbor Rule

Sometimes an asset might meet all of the requirements of a depreciable asset, 
and yet the asset is not capitalized because its cost fails to exceed the capitaliza-
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De Minimis Safe Harbor RuleIV
tion threshold the company has established for its business.  For tax reporting 
purposes, tangible property regulations that became effective on January 1, 
2014, have codified what had previously been tacitly understood and practiced 
by most companies. There is now a de minimis safe harbor election available 
whereby a taxpayer may deduct up to $5,000 of the cost of any item of property. 
The $5,000 amount is per item or per invoice, as long as the business has the fol-
lowing:
• An applicable financial statement,* 

• Written accounting procedures for expensing amounts paid for such property under
a specified dollar amount (or for property with an economic useful life of 12 months
or less), and

• The taxpayer must expense such amounts on their financial statements in accor-
dance with these procedures.

Note: An “applicable financial statement” (AFS) is one that is provided to a federal or
state government (or agency), filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or is
a certified audited financial statement used for credit or reporting purposes. 

Beginning January 1, 2016, companies without an AFS may use the de minimis 
safe harbor to expense up to $2,500 per asset or invoice as long as there are writ-
ten accounting procedures in place for expensing amounts paid for such property 
under a specified dollar amount (or for property with an economic useful life of 
12 months or less).

Note: This is an increase from the $500 threshold amount originally issued under the tan-
gible property regulations that became effective on January 1, 2014. The IRS will not
challenge amounts deducted up to the $2,500 threshold in tax years prior to 2016, as long
as the company otherwise satisfies the safe harbor requirements.

“Qualifying property” does not include inventory, land, and certain rotable, tem-
porary, and standby emergency spare parts. 

The expressed limit of $5,000, or $2,500 without an AFS, is a safe harbor only. It 
is possible that this limit may be exceeded and allowed by the IRS, depending on 
the facts of the case.

 If the cost of an item exceeds the applicable limit (either $5,000 or $2,500, 
depending on the circumstances), then no portion of the item’s cost is allowed to 
be expensed under the safe harbor rule.

The de minimis rule is a safe harbor that is elected annually by attaching a 
statement to the taxpayer’s tax return for the year of the election. When the 
election is made, it applies to all qualifying property (and materials and supplies) 
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and it is irrevocable.

Section 179 Expense

If a business has qualifying depreciable property, it may elect to expense all or part of it
in the year in which it is placed in service. This is referred to as a Section 179 expense
deduction, per IRS Code Section 179. 

The Section 179 expense deduction, when taken, replaces depreciation. Therefore, when
determining the depreciable basis of an asset, you need to first subtract out any Section
179 expense claimed on that asset.

The taxpayer has several different options when electing the Section 179 expense. For
instance, the taxpayer may choose to expense only part of an asset and depreciate the
remaining basis. The taxpayer may elect to expense the maximum amount of Section
179 allowed or may choose to expense a lesser amount. And, finally, if the taxpayer has
several assets that are placed in service during the same year and that qualify under Sec-
tion 179, the taxpayer may divide the Section 179 expense among them.

How To:

The election to claim the Section 179 expense is done simply by taking the deduction on
IRS Form 4562. This must be done on an original return, whether or not timely filed, or
on an amended return filed before the due date of the original return, including exten-
sions. You may not make the election on an amended return filed after the original
return’s due date (including extensions).

How To:

To apply for a revocation of the election, send a request for consent to the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue, Washington, D.C. 20224 and include the taxpayer’s name,
address, taxpayer identification number, description of the property, and the reason for
the request.

Note: Estates and trusts may not claim the Section 179 expense deduction.

Property Qualifying for the Section 179 Expense Deduction

Not all property eligible for depreciation is also eligible for the Section 179 expense
deduction. To qualify under Section 179, it must be recovery property (personal prop-
erty and certain real property qualifies), and be both purchased and used predominantly
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by an active trade or business. The Section 179 expense may not be claimed on assets
that are only held for the production of income (IRS Code Section 212 property).

Note: For property placed in service prior to 1991 to qualify as Section 179 property, it
needed to also qualify for the Investment Tax Credit (IRS Code Section 38).

To be entitled to be expensed under Section 179, property must qualify by type, by use,
and by how it is acquired.

To Qualify By Type
Section 179 property is depreciable property, which includes:

1. Tangible personal property.

2. Other tangible property (with the exception of buildings) that is used as:

a. an essential part of a manufacturing, production, or extraction business, or as

b. an essential part of a business that furnishes transportation, communications,
electricity, gas, water, or sewage disposal, or is 

c. either a research facility or a bulk storage facility (if used for fungible goods,
i.e., goods that are interchangeable) that is used in any of the activities stated in
(a) or (b) above.

3. Any railroad grading or tunnel bore (defined in IRS Code Sec. 168(e)(4)).

4. Storage facilities, other than buildings, used in the distribution of either petroleum
or a primary product of petroleum.

5. A single-purpose agricultural or horticultural structure.

6. Computer software placed into service in tax years beginning after 2002.

7. Qualified real property which includes any qualified improvement property
described in section 168(e)(6) and any of the following improvements to non-resi-
dential real property: 

a. Roofs

b. Heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning property

c. Fire protection and alarm systems

d. Security systems

Note: A single-purpose structure is one that is specifically designed, built, and used
only for a qualifying purpose. The qualifying purpose of an agricultural structure is to
house, raise, and feed a particular type of livestock (including poultry) and its produce,
as well as to house the equipment needed to be used for this purpose. The qualifying pur-
pose of a horticultural structure is the commercial production of either plants or mush-
rooms.
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TIP
If the taxpayer wants to elect the Section 179 expense on a single-purpose agricultural or horti-
cultural structure, he must be careful not to disqualify such a structure based on its use. For
example, if a greenhouse has a cash register in it and someone is in the greenhouse selling plants,
this will make the greenhouse ineligible under Section 179, as it is no longer used for a single
purpose.

To Qualify By Use
As stated earlier, to qualify under Section 179, the property must be used in the active
conduct of a trade or business. However, sometimes an asset will be used for both busi-
ness and personal use. When this occurs, it must be used more than 50% of the time in
the business in order to qualify as Section 179 property. Also, only the business portion
of the asset’s basis will qualify for the expense.

Example: A business purchased an asset in the current tax year for $8,000. The asset is
used 60% of the time in the business and 40% of the time for personal purposes.

Result: The Section 179 deduction is limited to the business-use percentage, or $4,800
(60% x $8,000).

Remember: If an asset that qualifies in all other ways under Section 179 is used 50% or
less in a business, no part of its basis may be expensed.

To Qualify By How Acquired
In order to qualify under Section 179, the property must have been purchased, as long as
it was not purchased from a related party. For this purpose, related parties include:

• Family members who are spouses, ancestors, or lineal descendents.

• A corporation and any shareholder who owns directly or indirectly more than 50%
of the corporation’s outstanding stock.

• A partnership and any partner who owns directly or indirectly more than 50% of the
partnership.

• Any two members of a controlled group.

Note: For a more detailed listing of other relationships that will disqualify property from
the Section 179 expense deduction, see IRS Code Section 267.

Since only property that has been purchased qualifies, transactions that involve a
trade-in of one asset for another receive special treatment. When a trade-in occurs, that
part of the newly acquired asset’s basis that reflects the value of the old asset traded in
will not qualify for the Section 179 expense deduction.

Example: A new machine costing $8,000 is purchased for $5,000 cash and a trade-in of
an old machine with an adjusted basis of $2,000, but with a trade-in allowance of
$3,000.
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Result: Although the asset’s basis for depreciation will be $7,000 ($5,000 cash plus the
$2,000 basis in the old machine), the amount of basis that may be expensed is only
$5,000, or the amount that was paid in cash.

TIP
If a business wants to benefit in the current year from taking the Section 179 expense deduction,
it may be better to sell an older asset rather than trading it in. In the above example, although the
asset that was traded in had a fair market value of $3,000, or $1,000 more than its adjusted basis
of $2,000, the difference between the fair market value and the asset's adjusted basis does not
increase the new machine's depreciable basis. However, if the old machine had been sold, the
higher fair market value would have created a taxable gain of $1,000, but it would have also had
the following positive effects:

1. The new machine would now have a depreciable basis of $8,000, since, without the trade-in,
the business would have had to pay $8,000 for it, and

2. If the business claimed the Section 179 expense deduction on the asset's new basis of
$8,000, this would more than offset the taxable gain of $1,000 from the sale of the old
machine and thus would reduce the business's taxable income.

Remember that the key to how property needs to be acquired in order to qualify for Sec-
tion 179 is that it is purchased. If property that is being used for personal purposes is
later converted to business use, it will not qualify for Section 179. This is both because
the business entity did not purchase it and the classification of the property occurs in the
first year it is placed in service.
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Examples of Qualifying and Nonqualifying Property

* The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 permanently expands the definition of qualified Code
Section 179 property to include qualified real property, which is defined as qualified leasehold improvement
property, qualified restaurant property and qualified retail improvement property. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
of 2017 sunsets the terms qualified leasehold improvement property, qualified restaurant property and quali-
fied retail improvement property and expands the definition of qualified improvement property.

**   The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 allows air-conditioning and heating units to qualify as
Section 179 property for tax years beginning after 2015.

Limits on the Amount of the Section 179 Expense Deduction

Dollar Limit
For 1982 through 1986, the maximum amount that could be deducted under Section 179
in any year was $5,000. For qualifying property placed in service after 1986 and in tax-
able years beginning before January 1, 1993, the maximum amount that could be
expensed was $10,000 per year. Finally, for qualifying property placed in service in tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 1992, the maximum amount that can be
expensed per year is shown in the following table:

Qualifying Property Nonqualifying Property *

Office equipment Buildings

Machinery Paved parking lots

Transportation equipment Fences

Refrigerators Plumbing

Livestock Wiring

Neon signs Swimming pools

Display racks Air-conditioning and heating units**

Gasoline storage tanks and pumps Property used outside the U.S.

Tax Year Beginning in Maximum Section 179

1993 - 1996 $17,500

1997 $18,000

1998 $18,500

1999 $19,000

2000 $20,000

2001 $24,000

2002 $24,000
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* Legislation for fiscal years beginning in 2010 through 2015 allows an election to be made that would include
up to $250,000.00 of real property in the definition of qualified Section 179 property eligible for immediate
expensing. Specifically the real property must be qualified leasehold improvement property, qualified restau-
rant property, or qualified retail improvement property.  The deduction on real property is subject to the same
Section 179 phase-out rules for personal property and does not apply to nonresidential real or residential
rental property. Remember if you elect to claim a Section 179 deduction on real property, then you must iden-
tify all qualifying property using the Qualified §179 Property check box on the §179/Bonus Details window in
Asset Detail, in order to properly calculate the phase-out limits.

** The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 permanently extends the $500,000 limit, indexed for
inflation. The $250,000 cap on qualified real property is eliminated for tax years beginning 2016.

*** To be indexed for inflation.

Five types of property have a higher maximum than shown in the table: qualified zone
property used by a business in an enterprise zone, New York Liberty Zone property, GO
Zone property, Kansas Disaster Zone property, and Qualified Disaster Zone property.
These exceptions are covered under the topic “Miscellaneous Section 179 Rules,” page
IV-19.

Note: Before 1993, an asset’s placed-in-service date determined which dollar limitation
applied. For example, if an asset was placed in service in 1986, then the limit was $5,000.
Beginning in 1993, the taxpayer’s fiscal year, as well as the placed-in-service date, deter-
mines which limitation applies. For example, a fiscal year taxpayer with a year starting
on 11/1/2009 and ending on 10/31/2010 is subject to the $250,000 Section 179 expense.
Because the fiscal year in this example begins in 2009, the taxpayer’s Section 179 ex-
pense is not eligible for the 2010 deduction of $500,000.

If the business has a short tax year, the full dollar limit still may be claimed. However,
the maximum allowable amount of the Section 179 expense deduction may be limited
by other factors.

Remember that when using a 52/53-week accounting cycle, you may need to determine
the tax year’s deemed start and end dates. (See Section IV: “Depreciation for Income

2003 $100,000

2004 $102,000

2005 $105,000

2006 $108,000

2007 $125,000

2008 - 2009 $250,000

2010-2015* $500,000

2016** $500,000

2017 $510,000

2018 and thereafter*** $1,000,000

Tax Year Beginning in Maximum Section 179
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Tax Reporting.”) For example, consider a year that begins on 12/29/2009 and ends on
1/2/2011. For this purpose, the year is deemed to begin on 1/1/2010 and end on
12/31/2010. Because Section 179 is increased to $500,000 for property placed in service
in taxable years beginning in 2010, the increased amount would apply for the year.

Reduction in Limitation
The limitation described above for any taxable year should be reduced by the amount by
which the cost of section 179 property placed in service during a taxable year exceeds:

*To be indexed for inflation.

Example: A corporation places in service machinery costing $2,100,000 in 2012.

Result: Since the cost of the property placed in service exceeds $2,000,000 by
$100,000, the maximum possible amount of the Section 179 expense that may be
claimed is also reduced by $100,000 to $400,000 ($500,000 maximum less $100,000).

TIP
If a business is investing in qualifying property and the total cost of that property exceeds the
investment limit, it might be to the business's tax advantage to defer certain purchases to the fol-
lowing year, if possible, so that the maximum Section 179 expense deduction may be taken in the
current year.

Taxable Income Limit
The total amount of Section 179 expense taken in any one year is limited to the amount
of the entity’s taxable income that year from the conduct of an active trade or business.
Taxable income is calculated without regard to the Section 179 expense deduction or

Year Investment Amount

1986 - 2002 $200,000

2003 $400,000

2004 $410,000

2005 $420,000

2006 $430,000

2007 $500,000

2008 - 2009 $800,000

2010 - 2015 $2,000,000

2016 $2,010,000

2017 $2,030,000

2018 and thereafter*          $2,500,000
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any net operating loss carryforward or carryback. Any amount of Section 179 expense
that is claimed but cannot be deducted due to the taxable income limit may be carried
forward.

Example: As in the previous example, a corporation places in service machinery cost-
ing $2,100,000 in 2012. The corporation’s taxable income for the year is $50,000.

Result: Although the investment limit reduced the maximum possible amount deducted
under Section 179 to $400,000, this amount is reduced still further to $50,000, due to the
taxable income limit. The corporation may deduct $50,000 under Section 179 in 2012.

Limits Applied to Partnerships, S Corporations, and Controlled Groups
The dollar limitation, the investment limit, and the taxable income limit for the amount
claimed under Section 179 apply to both the partnership and the partner level. In other
words, a partnership may not claim and allocate to its partners more Section 179
expense than either the partnership’s taxable income limit or its investment limit will
allow, and never more than the maximum dollar amount. In addition, each year no part-
ner may take more than the maximum allowable amount of Section 179 expense even if
it was allocated to him.

The Section 179 amount is further restricted to the partner’s individual taxable income
limit for that year. The Section 179 expense for the partnership is a “pass-through” item
to the individual partners. This means that although it is the partnership that claims the
Section 179 expense, subject to the partnership’s taxable income and investment limits,
it is not taken as an expense by the partnership but is instead passed through to the part-
ners. Furthermore, since the taxable income limitation applies to both entities, the part-
ner can only deduct the Section 179 expense passed through to him provided that he
meets the taxable income limitation on his personal return.

Note: For purposes of taking the Section 179 expense deduction, an individual's taxable
income from the active conduct of a trade or business includes wages, tips, or other com-
pensation earned as an employee.

The same rules that apply to the claiming of the Section 179 expense by a partnership
and its partners also apply to an S corporation and to each of its shareholders.

TIP
An individual may be in several different partnerships and/or S corporations, whose tax returns
are being prepared by different accountants. If this is the case, the accountants should be advised
of the multiple ownership so as not to claim excess Section 179 expense for which the individu-
als would receive no immediate benefit.

When applying the dollar limitation, the investment limit, and the taxable income limit,
all of the members of a controlled group are considered to be a single taxpayer (IRS
Code Sec. 179(d)(6)). For this purpose a controlled group is defined under IRS Code
Sec. 1563(a), except that the phrase “at least 80%” is replaced with “more than 50%”
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each place it appears in IRS Code Sec. 1563(a)(1). If a consolidated return is filed, the
parent corporation makes the allocation.

Automobile Limit
If the asset on which a business wants to take the Section 179 deduction is an automo-
bile, the total amount that can be claimed on it is limited to the maximum depreciation
allowance for luxury vehicles. For a complete discussion on the various depreciation
limits placed on cars, see “Luxury Automobiles,” page IV-82.

Carryover of Disallowed Section 179 Expense

If the full amount of the Section 179 expense deduction cannot be taken because of the
taxable income limitation, any excess may be carried forward indefinitely.

Note: There is no carryover allowed if the amount of the Section 179 expense deduction
is reduced because of the investment limit.

Example: In 2012, a corporation places in service equipment costing $8,000. The cor-
poration wants to expense the entire cost. The corporation has taxable income, before
any Section 179 expense, for 2012 of $7,000.

Result: The corporation may deduct $7,000 of Section 179 expense. The unused Sec-
tion 179 expense of $1,000, not allowed because of the taxable income limit, may be
carried forward to 2013 (IRS Code Section 179 (b)(3)).

When the excess Section 179 expense is carried forward, the portion that is carried for-
ward is subject to the taxable income limit for that year.

When carrying over an amount of disallowed Section 179 expense, the taxpayer may
select the properties to which the carryover applies, as well as the portion of each prop-
erty’s Section 179 expense to be carried forward. If this is not done, it will be assumed
that the disallowed amount will be apportioned equally to all assets on which the Section
179 expense was claimed in the current year. This is important when disposing of prop-
erty on which the Section 179 expense was claimed but not actually expensed, as any
outstanding carryover amount relating to the disposed property will increase the prop-
erty’s basis.

Since the taxable income limit applies at both the partnership level as well as the partner
level, if the partnership does not have sufficient taxable income, it cannot allocate the Sec-
tion 179 expense to the partners but instead must carry it forward at the partnership level.
This also applies to S corporations and their shareholders.

If, however, the partnership or S corporation is able to pass through the Section 179
expense, but the partner (or S corporate shareholder) cannot deduct the full amount of
the Section 179 expense allocated to him, he may carry the excess forward but must
reduce his basis in the entity (the partnership or S corporation) by the full amount allo-
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cated to him, whether or not expensed. If a partner (or S corporate shareholder) disposes
of his interest in the partnership (or S corporation), he will increase the basis of his inter-
est in the entity by any outstanding carryover of the Section 179 expense.

TIP
Claiming the maximum amount of available Section 179 expense, even though the taxable
income limit bars the deduction, can serve as a good tax planning tool for the following tax year.
If the taxpayer expects to have taxable income the following year but has no plans for additional
investment in any fixed assets, the carryover of the previous year's Section 179 expense will pro-
vide a useful deduction, reducing taxable income.

For tax years beginning in 2010 through 2015, qualified real property may expense up to
$250,000 under Section 179. In addition, section 179 deductions attributable to qualified
real property that are disallowed under the business income limitation may only be car-
ried over to taxable years in which the definition of eligible section 179 property
includes qualified real property. Thus, if a taxpayer’s section 179 deduction for 2010
with respect to qualified real property is limited by the business income, such disal-
lowed amount may be carried over through 2015. Any such amounts that are not used
through 2015, plus any 2015 disallowed section 179 deductions attributable to qualified
real property, are treated as property placed in service in 2015 for purposes of computing
depreciation. The carryover amount before 2015 is considered placed in service on the
first day of the 2015 taxable year.

Example: During 2010, Sample Company purchases a section 179-eligible equipment
costing $100,000 and qualified leasehold improvements costing $200,000. Sample
Company has taxable income limitation of $150,000. The maximum section 179 deduc-
tion Sample Company can claim for 2010 is $150,000, which is allocated pro rata
between the properties, $100,000 to qualified leasehold improvements and $50,000 to
equipment.

In 2011 through 2015, Sample Company has no asset purchases and no taxable income.
The $100,000 carryover from 2010 attributable to qualified leasehold improvements is
treated as placed in service as of the first day of the company’s 2015 taxable year. The
$50,000 carryover allocated to equipment is carried over to 2016 under section
179(b)(3)(B).

Section 179 Expense Recapture Rules

If a taxpayer elects to take the Section 179 expense deduction, the amount deducted is
treated as depreciation for purposes of the recapture rules. This means that the amount
expensed under Section 179 may need to be “recaptured,” or treated as income, under
certain circumstances.

Note: The amount of the Section 179 deduction recaptured is computed differently de-
pending on the type of circumstance.
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Sale of Section 179 Property
Any gain realized on the disposition of business property is treated as ordinary income
(versus capital gain) to the extent of depreciation and the Section 179 deduction. If a
business took the Section 179 deduction on a property and then sells that property on an
installment sale, in the year of sale it must include as ordinary income all depreciation
and Section 179 deduction taken on the property to the extent of any gain. This occurs
even if no payments on the sale are received the first year.

Note: If an asset to be disposed has any outstanding Section 179 expense carryover at-
tached to it (i.e., Section 179 expense was claimed but not deducted due to the taxable
income limit), the amount of the Section 179 expense carryover is added back to the as-
set's basis before gain or loss on the transaction is computed. There is no recapture if none
of the Section 179 expense claimed was actually deducted.

TIP
Knowing that all depreciation and Section 179 deduction taken on an asset must be reported as
income to the extent of gain in the year an installment sale is made, it would be advisable to have
the buyer make a first-year installment payment to at least cover the tax liability on the amount of
gain to be recognized.

Change of Use of Section 179 Property
A change of use for property on which Section 179 expense has been claimed may also
trigger the recapture rules. If such an asset either is no longer used predominantly for
business use or is converted from being actively used in a trade or business to being held
for the production of income, recapture may be required. Whenever any portion of the
Section 179 expense has to be recaptured, it is treated as ordinary income in the year that
the change of use occurs. In addition, the recapture amount is added to the basis of the
property for computing future depreciation.

Note: Previously there was a limited recapture period for property placed in service be-
fore 1987. However, this has been amended and no longer applies.

If the business use of an asset falls to 50% or less before the end of the asset’s recovery
period, Section 179 recapture occurs. However, since, in most cases, this will be listed
property, the rules under IRS Code Section 280F(b)(2) for recapture will apply. For a
detailed explanation of how Section 179 recapture is handled for listed property, see
“Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property,” page IV-78, and its segment on “Pre-
dominant Use Test Failed in Year Property Is Placed in Service,” page IV-79).

If such property is not listed property or if the property is converted from trade or busi-
ness use to being held for the production of income, then recapture of Section 179
expense occurs as follows: The amount to be recaptured is the excess of the amount
expensed under Section 179 over the amount allowable as depreciation for the current
and prior tax years, computed as if no Section 179 expense had been taken.
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How To:

Note: When calculating depreciation recapture for property other than listed property, you
use the depreciation amounts, including any Section 179 expense, for the current tax year and
for the prior tax years. This is different from computing depreciation recapture for listed
property. For the latter, you do not include the current year depreciation (i.e., the year in
which the recapture is triggered) in the calculation.

Example: In 2002, XYZ Corporation places in service 5-year property costing $12,000
and elects to expense $10,000. The remaining $2,000 basis is depreciated under the
MACRS method (explained in the next chapter). In 2003, XYZ converts the property
from use in the XYZ business to being held for the production of income.

Result: Although still entitled to be depreciated, the property is now no longer qualified
to be expensed under Section 179. Therefore, in 2003 the benefit derived from Section
179 is recaptured.

Note: The other $2,000 of basis (remember that the property cost $12,000) is depreciated
as usual in 2003 (i.e., 32% x $2,000 = $640). In 2004 XYZ may take the normal third-year
depreciation amount on the entire $12,000 basis of the asset.

Example: Assume the same facts as above, with XYZ converting the property from
being used in its business to being held for the production of income, except that in 2002
when the property was placed in service, XYZ elected to depreciate the remaining cost of
the property ($2,000) under the straight-line method over the regular MACRS recovery
period (explained in the next chapter).

Amount of Section 179 expense claimed

minus Amount of depreciation that would have been allowable 
had Section 179 expense not been claimed (include current 
year amount) (        )

equals Amount to be “recaptured,” or claimed as ordinary income 
in the current year

Amount of Section 179 expense claimed $10,000

Amount of depreciation that would have been 
allowed on the expensed amount:

2002: 20% x $10,000 = $2,000

2003: 32% x $10,000 =   3,200 (5,200)

Amount to be recaptured $ 4,800
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Result:

* Since the unexpensed portion of $2,000 is being depreciated under the straight-line method, XYZ must com-
pute depreciation on the expensed amount by also using the straight-line method.

Miscellaneous Section 179 Rules

The other issues that you need to aware of are:

1. Any amount expensed under Section 179 is excluded from the uniform capitaliza-
tion rules of IRS Code Section 263A.

2. As part of the Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993, certain “enterprise zone busi-
nesses” (defined in IRS Code Sec. 1397B) can claim an additional $20,000 of Sec-
tion 179 expense for qualifying property ($35,000 for 2002 and later years).
Therefore, for example, in 2007 the maximum amount of Section 179 expense for
an enterprise zone is $160,000 ($125,000 of regular Section 179 expense and
$35,000 of enterprise zone property). An enterprise zone business must meet certain
criteria to ensure that it is an active, rather than a passive, business.

Generally, all of the other provisions of IRS Code Section 179 are applicable. The
one difference is when applying the phaseout for property costing more than
$500,000 in 2009, you use only one-half of the amount of the cost of the qualified
zone property (IRS Code Sec. 1397A). The cost of Section 179 property that is not
qualified zone property is not reduced.

3. The Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 increased the Section 179
expensing limit by the lesser of (1) $35,000, or (2) the cost of qualifying New York
Liberty Zone property placed in service in the taxable year. 

Qualifying property is property that otherwise qualifies for Section 179 expensing
and was purchased and placed in service after September 10, 2001 and before Janu-
ary 1, 2007 for original use in the active conduct of a trade or business by the tax-
payer in the New York Liberty Zone.

As with enterprise zone property, use only one-half of the cost of the qualified NY
Liberty Zone property when calculating the phase-out range for the investment
limit.

If the property ceases to be used in the New York Liberty Zone, the recapture rules
under “Section 179 Expense Recapture Rules,” page IV-16, apply.

Amount of Section 179 expense claimed $10,000

Amount of depreciation that would have been 
allowed on the expensed amount*:

2002: 10% x $10,000 = $1,000

2003: 20% x $10,000 =   2,000 (3,000)

Amount to be recaptured $ 7,000
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4. The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005 increased the Section 179 expensing limit
by the lesser of $100,000 or the cost of qualified property. The additional GO Zone
Section 179 limit is not indexed for inflation as is the basic Section 179 limit of
$100,000. Property purchased on or after August 28, 2005 and placed in service on
or before December 31, 2008 for use in the active conduct of a trade or business by
the taxpayer in a GO Zone qualifies.

The Gulf Opportunity Zone of Act of 2005 also increased the $400,000 investment
limitation by the lesser of $600,000, or the cost of qualified property placed in ser-
vice during the tax year. Unlike enterprise zone and New York Liberty Zone prop-
erty, use the entire cost of the qualified GO Zone property when calculating the
phase-out range for the investment limit.

5. The 2008 Farm Act increases the amount that a taxpayer may elect to deduct under
Section 179 by the lesser of $100,000 or the cost of qualified Kansas Disaster Zone
property for the tax year. The threshold for reducing the amount expensed is
increased by the lesser of $600,000, or the cost of qualified Kansas Disaster Zone
property placed in service during the tax year. Neither the $100,000 nor $600,000
amounts are indexed for inflation. Property purchased from May 5, 2007 to Decem-
ber 31, 2008 for use in the active conduct of a trade or business by the taxpayer in a
Kansas Disaster Zone qualifies. 

6. The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 provides that the maximum
expense amount that can otherwise be deducted under Section 179 for the tax year is
increased by the lesser of $100,000 or the cost of qualified Disaster Zone property.
The beginning-of-phase-out amount otherwise in effect for the year is increased by
the lesser of $600,000 or the cost of qualified Disaster Zone property placed in ser-
vice during the tax year. Neither the $100,000 nor $600,000 amounts are indexed
for inflation. Generally, property placed in service after December 31, 2007 for
disasters declared after December 31, 2007 and occurring before January 1, 2010
qualifies. 

7. The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 extended the increase in the amount of
Section 179 that can be taken for qualified Enterprise Zone property through
December 31, 2013. The provision increases the maximum dollar amount that can
be deducted by the lesser of (1) $35,000 or (2) the cost of qualifying property placed
in service during the year. This amount is in addition to the amount otherwise
deductible under Section 179.

8. The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act of 2014 extended the increase in the
amount of Section 179 that can be taken for qualified Enterprise Zone property
through December 31, 2014. The provision increases the maximum dollar amount
that can be deducted by the lesser of (1) $35,000 or (2) the cost of qualifying prop-
erty placed in service during the year. This amount is in addition to the amount oth-
erwise deductible under Section 179.

9. The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 extended the increase in
the amount of Section 179 that can be taken for qualified Enterprise Zone property
through December 31, 2016. The provision increases the maximum dollar amount
that can be deducted by the lesser of (1) $35,000 or (2) the cost of qualifying prop-
erty placed in service during the year. This amount is in addition to the amount oth-
erwise deductible under Section 179.
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Section 179A Expense Deduction

There is an expense deduction for clean-fuel vehicles and certain refueling property. IRS
Code Section 179A was created by the Energy Policy Act of 1992. It is similar to the
Section 179 expense deduction in that it is taken in the year in which the property is
placed in service and it reduces the asset’s basis. (We have included IRS Code Section
179A in Section VII: “Quick Reference.”)

Qualifying Property
In order to qualify for the deduction, such property must meet all of the following
requirements:

• It must be new property.

• It must have been placed in service after June 30, 1993, and before January 1, 2006.

• It must be used in a trade or business or for the production of income if it is refuel-
ing property (for a vehicle this is not necessary).

• It must either use, store, or dispense “clean-burning fuel.”

“Clean-burning fuel” is any of the following:

• Natural gas.

• Liquefied natural gas.

• Liquefied petroleum gas.

• Hydrogen.

• Electricity.

• Any fuel that is at least 85 percent methanol, ethanol, any other alcohol, and/or
ether.

Certain types of property are mentioned specifically in IRS Code Section 179A as not
qualifying for the expense deduction. The amount of an asset’s cost that is expensed
under the regular Section 179 and an electric vehicle that qualifies for the 10% credit
under IRS Code Section 30 do not qualify (for an explanation of Section 30, see “Sec-
tion 30: Tax Credit for Qualified Electric Vehicles,” page IV-69). In addition, no Sec-
tion 179A deduction is allowed with respect to property used by a governmental unit,
used by certain tax-exempt agencies, or used predominantly outside the United States.
Finally, qualified refueling property does not include buildings or their structural parts.

Limitations on the Amount of Section 179A Expense Deduction
The cost of a qualifying vehicle that may be expensed under Section 179A may not
exceed:

• $50,000 if it is a truck or van with a gross vehicle weight of over 26,000 pounds or if
it is a bus with a seating capacity of a least 20 adults (not including the driver).
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• $5,000 if it is a truck or van with a gross vehicle weight of over 10,000 pounds but
not over 26,000 pounds.

• $2,000 for all other qualifying motor vehicles.

The “Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004” eliminated the scheduled phase outs for
2004 and 2005. However, the 2005 Energy Bill sunsets Section 179A deductions for
clean-fuel vehicles and clean-fuel vehicle refueling property placed in service after
12/31/2005, rather than 12/31/2006. For vehicles placed in service in 2005, the 2005
Energy Bill introduced new tax credits for the purchase of hybrid, fuel cell, advanced
lean burn diesel, and other alternative power vehicles.

The expense limitation for refueling property operates differently. The cost of qualifying
refueling property that may be expensed under Section 179A may not exceed the excess
of $100,000 over the total Section 179A expense taken in all preceding years on refuel-
ing property. In other words, $100,000 is the maximum amount that a business may take
on such property during the life of this code section.

Section 179A Expense Recapture Rules
The amount expensed under Section 179A must be recaptured, in whole or in part for
qualified clean-fuel vehicle property if, during the 3 years from the date the property
was placed in service one of the following occurs:

• If it is a vehicle, it is modified so that it can no longer be propelled by a clean-burn-
ing fuel.

• The property is used in a manner described below (per IRS Code Section 50(b)):

• Used outside of the United States.
• Used in a business that furnishes lodging (although transient lodging such as a

hotel is allowed).

• The property ceases to qualify in any other manner under Section 179A(c).

• The vehicle is sold or disposed of, and the taxpayer disposing of the property does
not believe the property will continue to qualify under Section 179A.

For qualified clean-fuel vehicle refueling property, the amount expensed under Section
179A must be recaptured if, at any time before the end of the recovery period, the prop-
erty ceases to be qualified clean-fuel vehicle refueling property. Property ceases to be
qualified clean-fuel vehicle property if:

• The property no longer qualifies as clean-fuel vehicle refueling property.

• The property is no longer used predominantly in a trade or business.

• The property is used in a manner described below (per IRS Code Section 50(b)):

• Used outside of the United States.
• Used in a business that furnishes lodging (although transient lodging such as a

hotel is allowed).

• The vehicle is sold or disposed of, and the taxpayer disposing of the property does not
believe the property will continue to qualify under Section 179A.
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How To:

For qualified clean-fuel vehicle property, the amount to be recaptured is:

The original amount expensed under Section 179A times:

• 100%, if the recapture event occurs within the first full year after it is placed in ser-
vice.

• 66 2/3%, if the recapture event occurs within the second full year after it is placed in
service.

• 33 1/3%, if the recapture event occurs within the third full year after it is placed in
service.

For qualified clean-fuel vehicle refueling property, the amount to be recaptured is equal
to the original amount expensed under Section 179A multiplied by the following frac-
tion:

• Numerator - total recovery period for the property minus the number of recovery
years prior to, but not including the recapture year.

• Denominator - total recovery period.

Section 179B Expense Deduction

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 introduced Section 179B, a provision that
allows a small business refiner an election to deduct 75 percent of qualified capital costs
paid or incurred during the tax year in order to be in compliance with the Highway Die-
sel Fuel Sulfur Control Requirements of EPA. These requirements, published in the Fed-
eral Register on January 18, 2001, require refiners to start producing diesel fuel with a
sulfur content of no more than 15 parts per million (ppm) beginning on June 1, 2006. At
the terminal level, highway diesel fuel sold as low sulfur fuel must meet the sulfur stan-
dards as of July 15, 2006. Section 179B expense is not subject to the same dollar limits
or phase-out restrictions as is the Section 179 expense.

Qualifying Property
This pertains to costs paid or incurred with respect to any facility of a small business
refiner during the period beginning on January 1, 2000 and ending on the earlier of the
date that is one year after the date on which the taxpayer must comply with the applica-
ble EPA regulations or December 31, 2009 to qualify for the deduction.

Small Business Refinery Defined
In order to qualify for the Section 179B Expense Deduction, a small business refinery
must meet the following qualifications:
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• Taxpayer who is in the business of refining crude oil.

• Employs no more than 1,500 employees in the refinery operations of the business on
any day during the tax year.

• Had average domestic refinery run or average retained production for all facilities
for the one year period that ended on December 31, 2002 that did not exceed
205,000 barrels. There are special rules and reduced percentages for a refinery with
production in excess of 155,000 barrels for that same time period.

Basis Reduction
The basis of the property is reduced by the amount of the expense deduction.

Section 179B Expense Recapture Rules
Section 179B basis reduction is subject to the recapture rules as if it were a deduction
allowable for amortization. This means that the amount expensed under Section 179B
may need to be “recaptured,” or treated as income, under certain circumstances.

Section 179C Expense Deduction

The 2005 Energy Bill enacted Section 179C allowing taxpayers to deduct 50% of the
cost of “any qualified refinery property” for the tax year in which the qualified property
is placed in service. Section 179C differs from Section 179B in that Section 179B only
pertains to property relating to the reduction of sulfur requirements in diesel fuel. Sec-
tion 179C expense is not subject to the same dollar limits or phase-out restrictions as is
the Section 179 expense.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 later extended the termination date
for Section 179C from December 31, 2011 to December 31, 2013.

Qualified Refinery Property Defined
“Qualified Refinery Property” is a portion of a qualified refinery that meets the qualifi-
cations listed below:

• The original use of the property begins with the taxpayer.

• The property is placed in service after August 8, 2005 and before January 1, 2014.

• Meets the requirements of increased output or throughput requirements.

• Meets all applicable environmental laws in effect on the date the portion of a refin-
ery was placed in service.

• No written binding contract for the construction of which was in effect before June
15, 2005.

• The construction of which is subject to a written binding construction contract
entered into before January 1, 2010.
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Qualified Refinery Defined
A “Qualified Refinery” is any refinery located in the U.S. that is designed to serve the
primary purpose of processing liquid fuel from crude oil or “qualified fuels.”

Basis Reduction
The basis of the property is reduced by the amount of the expense deduction.

Section 179C Expense Recapture Rules
Section 179C basis reduction is subject to the recapture rules as if it were a deduction
allowable for amortization. This means that the amount expensed under Section 179C
may need to be “recaptured,” or treated as income, under certain circumstances.

Section 179D Expense Deduction

The 2005 Energy Bill enacted Section 179D allowing taxpayers to deduct an amount for
the cost of “energy efficient commercial building property” placed in service after
12/31/05 and before 1/1/2008. The deduction is $1.80 per building square foot ($0.60)
for certain separate building systems) less the aggregate of the Section 179D expense
deductions allowed for the building in prior years. Section 179D expense is not subject
to the same dollar limits or phase-out restrictions as is the Section 179 expense. The Tax
Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 has extended Section 179D for one year for property
placed in service through 12/31/2008.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 later extended the termination date
from December 31, 2008 to December 31, 2013. The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act
of 2014 extended the termination date to December 31, 2014. The Protecting Americans
from Tax Hikes of 2015 extended the termination date to December 31, 2016.

Energy Efficient Commercial Building Property Defined
• Property for which depreciation or amortization is allowable.

• Property which is installed on or in a building located in the United States and
within the scope of Standard 90.1-2001 of the American Society of Heating, Refrig-
erating and Air Conditioning Engineers and the Illuminating Engineering Society of
North America.

• Property which is installed as part of the interior lighting systems, the heating, cool-
ing, ventilation and hot water systems or the building envelope.

• Property which is created as being installed as part of a plan designed to reduce the
total annual energy and power costs for the interior lighting, heating, cooling, venti-
lation and hot water systems of the building by 50% or more in comparison to a ref-
erence building that meets the minimum requirements of Standard 90.1-2001. If the
building does not meet the overall building requirements of 50% energy savings, a
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partial reduction is allowed. The energy savings will be verified in a certification
process.

Basis Reduction
The basis of the property is reduced by the amount of the allowable deduction.

Section 179D Expense Recapture Rules
Section 179D basis reduction is subject to the recapture rules as if it were a deduction
allowable for amortization. This means that the amount expensed under Section 179C
may need to be “recaptured,” or treated as income, under certain circumstances. This
also applies for situations where the energy and power cost savings fall below the mini-
mum 50% threshold. The 2005 Energy Bill also provides that any portion of real prop-
erty for which the taxpayer has taken the deduction allowable under the rules of Section
179D is Section 1245 property for the purposes of recapture.

Section 179E Expense Deduction

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 introduced this new Section 179E deduc-
tion that allows for the immediate expensing of the cost of qualified underground mine
equipment that exceeds current safety requirements. This deduction applies to property
placed in service after December 20, 2006 and before January 1, 2009.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 extended the termination date from
December 31, 2008 to December 31, 2009.

The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of
2010 extended the termination date from December 31, 2009 to December , 2011.

The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 extended the termination date from Decem-
ber 31, 2011 to December 31, 2013.

The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act of 2014 extended the termination date from
December 31, 2013 to December 31, 2014.

The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes of 2015 extended the termination date from
December 31, 2014 to December 31, 2016.

Bonus Depreciation

The Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 included a provision for an addi-
tional 30% first-year depreciation deduction. This first-year deduction applied to quali-
fying assets acquired on or after September 11, 2001.
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The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief and Reconciliation Act of 2003 increased the first-year
depreciation deduction from 30% to 50% for assets placed in service after May 5, 2003
and before January 1, 2005 (before January 1, 2006 for certain property with longer pro-
duction period).

The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief and Reconciliation Act of 2003 also allowed 30%
first-year depreciation deduction for qualified New York Liberty Zone property placed
in service after September 10, 2001 and before January 1, 2007 (before January 1, 2010
for nonresidential real property or residential rental property).

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 extended the 50% bonus depreciation for non-
commercial aircraft placed in service through December 31, 2005.

The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005 extended the 50% bonus provision to qualified
property placed in service on or after August 28, 2005 and on or before December 31,
2007 (or 2008 for real property) in a designated GO Zone.

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 has extended the bonus depreciation for
certain GO Zone property placed in service before January 1, 2011. The requirement for
nonresidential real property or residential rental property was extended through Decem-
ber 31, 2010 for certain counties and parishes within the GO Zone. Personal property
located within the buildings of one of these special counties or parishes qualifies
through March 31, 2011. This act also allows for a new 50% bonus depreciation deduc-
tion for “Cellulosic Biomass Ethanol Plan Property” placed in service before January 1,
2013. The 50% bonus depreciation was also extended another year through December
31, 2006 under this act for property with longer production periods and certain aircraft
affected by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, or Wilma.

The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 reinstituted the 50% bonus depreciation for all
areas of this country for qualified property placed in service in 2008, certain types of
property with longer production periods, and certain aircraft placed in service through
2009.

The 2008 Farm Act has provided 50% depreciation allowance for qualified Recovery
Assistance property placed in service from May 5, 2007 to December 31, 2008 (2009 for
nonresidential real property or residential rental property) located in the Kansas Disaster
Area.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act has included cellulosic biofuel within the
definition of biomass ethanol plant property for purposes of the 50% depreciation allow-
ance. It has also allowed a 50% depreciation allowance for reuse and recycling property
placed in serviced beginning after August 31, 2008, and used to collect, distribute, or
recycle certain materials, including scrap, fibers, and metals.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act also allows the 50% special allowance for
Qualified Disaster Zone property placed in service by the last day of the third calendar
year following the applicable disaster date (the fourth calendar year in the case of non-
residential real property and residential rental property). The property must be placed in
service on or after January 1, 2008 and continues to qualify for disasters that occur prior
to January 1, 2010. In effect, personal property qualifies through December 31, 2012
and real property through December 31, 2013.
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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 extended the bonus depreciation
provision under Code Section 168(k) for qualified property placed in service through
12/31/2009. Qualified property includes property with recovery period of 20 years or
less, computer software [Section 167(f)(1)(B)], water utility property, qualified lease-
hold improvement property, certain property with longer production periods, or certain
aircraft. Expiration date for certain aircraft and certain property with longer production
periods is 12/31/2010.

The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 extended the bonus depreciation provision under
Code Section 168(k) for qualified property placed in service through 12/31/2010. Quali-
fied property includes property with recovery period of 20 years or less, computer soft-
ware [Section 167(f)(1)(B)], water utility property, qualified leasehold improvement
property, certain property with longer production periods, or certain aircraft. Expiration
date for certain aircraft and certain property with longer production periods is
12/31/2011.

The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of
2010 extended the bonus depreciation provision under Code Section 168(k) and tempo-
rarily increased the rate for qualified property acquired and placed in service as follows
(note that the definition of qualified property remains the same):

• 1/1/2010 through 9/8/2010: 50%

• 9/9/2010 through 12/31/2010: 100%

• 1/1/2011 through 12/31/2011: 100%

• 1/1/2012 through 12/31/2012: 50%

• For long-production-period property and certain aircraft, the placed-in-service dates
are extended one year.

The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 extended the 168 Allowance of 50% through
2013 for qualified property (2014 for certain property with longer production periods). In
addition, the 168 Allowance has been extended through 2013 for second generation bio-
fuel, which includes cellulosic biofuel plant property.

The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act of 2014 extended the 168 Allowance of 50%
through 2014 for qualified property (2015 for certain property with longer production
periods). In addition, the 168 Allowance has been extended through 2014 for second
generation biofuel, which includes cellulosic biofuel plant property.

The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes of 2015 extended the 168 Allowance through
12/31/2019. The bonus rates for qualified property acquired and placed in service are as
follows:

• 1/1/2015-12/31/2017: 50%

• 1/1/2018-12/31/2018: 40%

• 1/1/2019-12/31/2019: 30%

• For long production period property and certain aircraft, the placed-in-service dates
are extended one year.
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New Law: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 reinstated the 168 Allowance of 100%
for qualifying assets placed in service after 9/27/2017 through 12/31/2022 (12/31/2023
for longer production period assets and certain aircraft). Certain exceptions exist, partic-
ularly for assets acquired before 9/28/2017 and placed in service after 9/27/2017.

A transition rule provides that, for a taxpayer's first taxable year ending after September
27, 2017, the taxpayer may elect to apply a 50-percent allowance instead of the 100-
percent allowance.

After 12/31/2022, the 168 Allowance decreases by 20% each year until 12/31/2026.
After 12/31/2026, the 168 Allowance is 0% except for reuse and recycling property
which has an ongoing 168 Allowance of 50%.

Qualifying Assets

Assets placed in service outside of the New York Liberty Zone and Gulf Opportunity 
Zone (GO Zone)

Qualifying property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property, which has a 25-year recovery period

Property with longer production periods refers to property which has a recovery period
of at least 10 years or is transportation property and which is subject to IRS code section
263A’s Uniform Capitalization Rules.

The following additional rules apply:

• The original use of the property must commence with the taxpayer. Used property
does not qualify.

• If property is listed property used 50% or less for business purposes it does not qual-
ify.

• If the property is required to be depreciated under the Alternative Depreciation Sys-
tem, the asset does not qualify.

Assets placed in service in the New York Liberty Zone

Qualifying property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property
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New York Liberty Zone assets must be placed in service before January 1, 2007 (or
January 1, 2010 for residential rental and non-residential real property).

Assets that are placed in service in the New York Liberty Zone and qualify as 168(k)
property do not qualify as New York Liberty Zone property. For additional rules relating
to New York Liberty Zone assets, refer to “Qualified New York Liberty Zone Property,”
page IV-34.

Assets placed in service in the GO Zone

Qualifying property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property

Go Zone assets must be placed in service on or after August 28, 2005 and before
January 1, 2008 (or January 1, 2009 for residential rental and non-residential real prop-
erty).

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 has extended the bonus depreciation for
certain GO Zone property placed in service before January 1, 2011.

The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of
2010 ex-tended the bonus depreciation for certain GO Zone property placed in service
before January 1, 2012.

For additional rules relating to GO Zone assets, refer to “Qualified Gulf Opportunity
Zone Property,” page IV-33.

Assets placed in service in the Kansas Disaster Zone

Qualifying property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property

Kansas Disaster Zone assets must be placed in service on or after May 5, 2007 and on or
before December 31, 2008 (or 2009 for residential rental and non-residential real prop-
erty).

For additional rules relating to Kansas Disaster Zone assets, refer to “Qualified Recov-
ery Assistance Property,” page IV-36.
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Assets placed in service in the Qualified Disaster Zone

Qualifying property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property

Qualified Disaster Zone assets must be placed in service after December 1, 2007 with
respect to disasters declared after December 31, 2007 and occurring before January 1,
2010. The property must also be placed in service by the end of the third calendar year
(fourth calendar year for non-residential real property and residential rental property).

For additional rules relating to Qualified Disaster Zone assets, refer to “Qualified Disas-
ter Assistance Property,” page IV-37.

Electing Out of the Bonus Depreciation
The first-year depreciation deduction is mandatory for qualifying assets unless an elec-
tion out is made. You make the election out by class of assets (i.e., 3-year, 5-year, and so
forth) for each applicable tax year in which qualified assets are placed in service. To
make the election, attach a statement to that effect to your tax return.

Note: If you do not take the first-year depreciation deduction and you fail to make the
election out, you must still reduce the basis of the property on which you calculate
MACRS depreciation by the first-year depreciation deduction.

Calculating the Bonus Depreciation
Calculate the first-year depreciation deduction by multiplying the depreciable basis of
the property by either 30%, 40%, 50%, or 100%.
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How to:

The adjusted basis of the property is then reduced by the first-year depreciation deduc-
tion before regular depreciation is calculated in the placed-in-service year and following
years.

Example: ABC Services, a calendar year taxpayer, opens a new office in December
2001 and places in service qualifying office furniture and fixtures totaling $100,000.
The property is eligible for Section 179 expensing of $24,000 and the 30% first-year
depreciation deduction.

Result: Section 179 expense is subtracted from the basis before the 30% first-year
depreciation deduction is calculated. The 30% first-year depreciation deduction further
reduces the depreciable basis before MACRS depreciation is calculated.

The depreciable basis is:

Asset’s Acquired Value, including freight and installation costs

minus Section 179A expense (clean fuel deduction)

minus Electric Vehicle Credit reduction amount

times Business + Investment-use percentage

minus Section 179 expense

minus Deduction for the removal of barriers

minus Disabled access credit

minus Enhanced oil recovery credit

minus Investment Tax Credit reduction amount

equals Basis for calculation of the first-year depreciation deduction

times 0.30 [or .50 , or .40, or 1.00]

equals First-year depreciation deduction

Cost $100,00

Less Section 179 Expense - 24,000

Basis for 30% First-Year Depr. Deduction 76,000

Less 30% First-Year Depreciation Deduction - 22,800

Depreciable Basis $ 53,200
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The 2001 MACRS depreciation is:

7-year assets using the HY convention - 

Miscellaneous Rules
Previously, the first-year depreciation deduction limitation for qualifying passenger
automobiles and light trucks and vans increased by $4,600 if placed into service before
May 6, 2003, and by $7,650 if placed into service after May 5, 2003, but only for those
vehicles on which the 30% or 50% first-year depreciation deduction was taken.

The first-year depreciation deduction limitation for qualifying passenger automobiles
and light trucks and vans increases by $8,000 if placed in service from January 1, 2008
through December 31, 2018 but only for those vehicles on which bonus depreciation
deduction is taken.

If the 30%, 40%, 50%, or 100% first-year depreciation deduction was taken for regular
tax purposes, there is no AMT adjustment for the additional first-year depreciation
deduction, or for the depreciation deductions to be taken over the remainder of the
asset’s recovery period.

Qualified Gulf Opportunity Zone Property
The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005 enacted bonus depreciation for designated GO
Zones with 50% bonus depreciation allowed for both and real property.

In order for property to qualify for bonus depreciation, all of the following requirements
must be met:

• The property must be property to which the general rules of MACRS apply.

• Original use of property in the GO Zone must start with the taxpayer on or after
August 28, 2005. The GO Zone property can be used or new as long as the original
use of property criteria is met.

• The property must be acquired by the taxpayer by purchase on or after August 28,
2005, but only if no written binding contract for the property was in effect before
August 28, 2005, and must be placed in service on or before December 31, 2007, or
December 31, 2008 in the case of residential rental or non-residential real property.

The Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 extended the 50% bonus depreciation for
certain property placed in service in the GO Zone through December 31, 2010. This
extension applies to nonresidential real property, residential real property, and personal
property used in a building within 90 days of the date the building is placed in service.

The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of
2010 extended the 50% bonus depreciation for certain property placed in service in the
GO Zone through December 31, 2011. This extension applies to nonresidential real

$53,200
7 years 200% 1/2 year
--------------------------------------------------------------- $7,600=
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property, residential real property, and personal property used in a building within 90
days of the date the build-ing is placed in service.

As is the case with New York Liberty Zone property, the taxpayer can elect out of bonus
depreciation.

Increase in Section 179 for Qualified Gulf Opportunity Zone Property
Under the provision within the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005, the maximum
amount that a taxpayer may elect to deduct under section 179 is increased by the lesser
of $100,000, or the cost of qualified section 179 Gulf Opportunity Zone property for the
taxable year.

The provision also provides a special rule for the reduction in the maximum deduction
for the cost of qualified section 179 Gulf Opportunity Zone property. Under this rule, the
reduction in limitation is increased by the lesser of $600,000, or the cost of qualified
section 179 Gulf Opportunity Zone property placed in service during the tax year. The
$600,000 amount is not indexed.

Qualified New York Liberty Zone Property
The Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 created additional tax incentives
for taxpayers located in a New York Liberty Zone. In general, the provisions of the Act
that apply to the New York Liberty Zone allow the taxpayers additional time to claim
incentives and also include:

• Expansion of the 30% Allowance to additional types of property

• Decrease in depreciable life for leasehold improvements

• Increase in the Section 179 deduction

Note: The 30% allowance is deductible for both regular tax and AMT purposes.

The New York Liberty Zone is defined under IRS Code Sec. 1400L as the area located
on or south of Canal Street, East Broadway (east of its intersection with Canal Street), or
Grand Street (east of its intersection with East Broadway) in the Borough of Manhattan
in the City of New York, New York.

Qualifying NY Liberty Zone property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Water utility property, with a 25-year recovery period

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Residential Rental and Non-Residential Real property, to the extent that it rehabili-
tates real property damaged, or replaces real property destroyed or condemned, as a
result of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack.
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NY Liberty Zone property must also meet the following tests:

• Property must be acquired after September 10, 2001.

• If property is acquired after September 10, 2001 and before September 11, 2004, it
must be “used” (since new property would qualify under 168(k), as defined under
“Qualifying Assets,” page IV-29). If acquired after September 10, 2004, it can be
either new or used.

• Property must be placed into service before January 1, 2007 (January 1, 2010 for
Residential Rental and Non-Residential Real property).

• Substantially all property must be in use in the NY Liberty Zone, and used in the
active conduct of a trade or business in the NY Liberty Zone.

• The original use of the property in the NY Liberty Zone must have begun after Sep-
tember 10, 2001. Used property qualifies if it has not previously been used within
the NY Liberty Zone.

The following property does not qualify as NY Liberty Zone property:

• Property to which section 168(k) applies (the additional 30% or 50% depreciation
deduction, as defined under “Qualifying Assets,” page IV-29)

• Listed property that is used 50% or less for business purposes

• Property that is required to be depreciated under the Alternative Depreciation Sys-
tem (ADS)

• Qualified NY Liberty Zone Leasehold Improvement Property (as defined below)

Example: On December 15, 2002, you purchased and placed into service the following
assets:

• New office furniture

• Used computer

Assuming these assets meet all of the tests for NY Liberty Zone property (excluding the
“new” or “used” test), the office furniture would not be eligible for the special NY Lib-
erty Zone allowance because it is new property. However, it would be eligible for the
30% allowance under Section 168(k). On the other hand, the computer would qualify for
the special NY Liberty Zone allowance because it is used property.

Electing Out of the First-Year Depreciation Deduction for NY Liberty Zone 
Property

You may elect out of the first-year depreciation deduction for NY Liberty Zone Property
by property class, similar to how you’d elect out of the first-year depreciation deduction
to which section 168(k) applies (refer to “Electing Out of the Bonus Depreciation,” page
IV-31, for those specific rules).

5-Year Recovery Period for Certain NY Liberty Zone Leasehold Improvement 
Property

Qualified NY Liberty Zone Leasehold Improvement Property qualifies for a shorter
5-year recovery period (as opposed to the normal 39-year life), in lieu of the first-year
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depreciation deduction. Eligible property must be placed in service after September 10,
2001 and before January 1, 2007. The class life of this property for purposes of the
Alternative Depreciation System is 9 years. As with all MACRS leasehold improvement
property, the SL method of depreciation is required.

The Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004 included a technical correction that
allows a taxpayer to elect out of the 5-year recovery period for depreciation of qualified
NY Liberty Zone Leasehold Improvement Property. The rules for electing out are simi-
lar to those for electing out of bonus depreciation under code Section 168 (k)(2)(c)(iii).

Increase in Section 179 for Qualified NY Liberty Zone Property
The provisions within the Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 include an
increase in the amount of Section 179 that can be taken for qualified NY Liberty Zone
property, effective for taxable years beginning on December 31, 2001 and before
January 1, 2007.

The provision increases the maximum dollar amount that can be deducted by the lesser
of (1) $35,000 or (2) the cost of qualifying property placed in service during the year.
This amount is in addition to the amount otherwise deductible under Section 179.

To qualify for this increased Section 179 deduction, the following must apply:

1. The property must be placed into service after September 10, 2001 and before Janu-
ary 1, 2007,

2. The original use of the property must commence in the NY Liberty Zone, and

3. The property must be substantially used in a trade or business located within the NY
Liberty Zone.

For purposes of calculating the phase-out of the Section 179 deduction, only 50% of the
cost of NY Liberty Zone property is included in the Total Cost of Section 179 property
placed in service during the year, similar to the rules for enterprise zones.

If the property ceases to be used in the NY Liberty Zone, the recapture rules apply (refer
to “Section 179 Expense Recapture Rules,” page IV-16).

Qualified Recovery Assistance Property
The 2008 Farm Act provides additional first-year depreciation deduction equal to 50
percent of the adjusted basis, and increases Section 179 expense deduction for qualified
Recovery Assistance property located within the Kansas Disaster Area. The following
24 counties make up the Kansas Disaster Area as defined under IRS Code Section
1400N(d): Barton, Clay, Cloud, Comanche, Dickinson, Edwards, Ellsworth, Kiowa,
Leavenworth, Lyon, McPherson, Osage, Osborne, Ottawa, Phillips, Pottawatomie, Pratt,
Reno, Rice, Riley, Saline, Shawnee, Smith, and Stafford.

Qualifying Recovery Assistance property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software
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• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property

Qualifying Recovery Assistance property must also meet the following tests:

• Substantially all property must be used in the Kansas Disaster Zone, and in the
active conduct of a trade or business in the Kansas Disaster Zone.

• The original use of the property in the Kansas Disaster Zone must commence on or
after May 5, 2007. Used property may qualify so long as it has not previously been
used within the Kansas Disaster Zone.

• The property must be acquired by purchase on or after May 5, 2007 and placed in
service on or before December 31, 2008 (or 2009 for nonresidential real property
and residential rental property).

The following property does not constitute qualified Recovery Assistance property:

• Alternative depreciation property (ADS)

• Tax-exempt bond-financed property

• Qualified revitalization buildings

Electing Out of the First-year Depreciation Deduction
You may elect out of the first-year depreciation deduction for qualified Recovery Assis-
tance property by property class, similar to how you would elect out of the first-year
depreciation deduction to which section 168(k) applies (refer to “Electing Out of the
Bonus Depreciation,” page IV-31, for those specific rules).

Increase in Section 179 for Qualified Recovery Assistance Property
Under the provision within the 2008 Farm Act, the maximum amount that a taxpayer
may elect to deduct under section 179 is increased by the lesser of $100,000, or the cost
of qualified section 179 Recovery Assistance property for the taxable year. The provi-
sion applies with respect to qualified section 179 Recovery Assistance property acquired
on or after May 5, 2007, and placed in service on or before December 31, 2008.

The provision also provides a special rule for the reduction in the maximum deduction
for the cost of qualified section 179 Recovery Assistance property. Under this rule, the
reduction in limitation is increased by the lesser of $600,000, or the cost of qualified
section 179 Recovery Assistance property placed in service during the tax year. The
$600,000 amount is not indexed.

Qualified Disaster Assistance Property
The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 provides a new tax relief package
for victims of all Federally-declared disasters occurring after December 31, 2007 and
before January 1, 2010 to include the bonus 50% first year depreciation for property
placed in service through December 31, 2012 (December 31, 2013 for real property),
and the increase in Section 179 expense deduction.
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Qualifying Disaster Assistance property is one of the following:

• MACRS property with a recovery period of 20 years or less

• Section 167(f)(1)(B) computer software

• Qualified leasehold improvements

• Water utility property which has a 25-year recovery period

• Residential rental and non-residential real property

Qualifying Disaster Assistance property must also meet the following tests:

• Substantially all property must be used in the disaster area with respect to a feder-
ally declared disaster occurring before January 1, 2010, and in the active conduct of
a trade or business in that disaster area.

• The property must rehabilitate property damaged, or replace property destroyed or
condemned, as a result of the federally declared disaster,

• The original use of the property in the disaster area must begin on or after the appli-
cable disaster date.

• The property must be acquired by purchase on or after the applicable disaster date
and placed in service by the end of the third calendar year (or fourth calendar year
for nonresidential real property and residential rental property). An applicable disas-
ter date is the date on which the disaster occurs.

The following property does not constitute qualified Disaster Assistance property:

• Qualified property to which the 50% bonus depreciation and exemption from the
AMT depreciation adjustment applies

• Gambling, racing and certain other leisure facilities

• Alternative depreciation system property (ADS)

• Tax-exempt bond financed property

• Qualified revitalization buildings

Electing Out of the First-year Depreciation Deduction
You may elect out of the first-year depreciation deduction for qualified Disaster Assis-
tance property by property class, similar to how you would elect out of the first-year
depreciation deduction to which section 168(k) applies (refer to “Electing Out of the
Bonus Depreciation,” page IV-31, for those specific rules).

Increase in Section 179 for Qualified Disaster Assistance Property
Under the provision within the Emergency Economic of Stabilization Act of 2008, the
maximum amount that a taxpayer may elect to deduct under section 179 is increased by
the lesser of $100,000, or the cost of qualified section 179 Disaster Assistance property
for the taxable year. The provision applies with respect to qualified section 179 Disaster
Assistance property acquired on or after the applicable disaster date and placed in ser-
vice by the end of the third calendar year (or fourth calendar year for nonresidential real
property and residential rental property).
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The provision also provides a special rule for the reduction in the maximum deduction
for the cost of qualified section 179 Disaster Assistance property. Under this rule, the
reduction in limitation is increased by the lesser of $600,000, or the cost of qualified
section 179 Disaster Assistance property placed in service during the tax year. The
$600,000 amount is not indexed.

If the property ceases to be used predominantly in a trade or business within the disaster
area, the recapture rules apply (refer to “Section 179 Expense Recapture Rules,” page
IV-16).
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Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System 
(MACRS)
In this section:

MACRS Recovery Periods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-42
MACRS Averaging Conventions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-44
MACRS Depreciation Methods  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-49
Calculating MACRS Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-51
MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-56
Short Tax Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-57
Early Dispositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-63
Property Excluded From MACRS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-66

The Tax Reform Act of 1986 changed the depreciation methods and lives for assets
placed in service after December 31, 1986. Because these changes modified the depreci-
ation system existing at the time (known as the Accelerated Cost Recovery System;
ACRS), the new depreciation method became known as “Modified” ACRS, and thus
MACRS came into existence.

The principal changes made by MACRS, as compared to ACRS, were:

• Revised property classes.

• Longer recovery periods for most assets, especially for real property. 

• A faster cost recovery rate for personal property, generally using the double declin-
ing-balance method rather than the 150% declining-balance method used under
ACRS.

• A slower rate for real property, mainly using the straight-line method.

The MACRS methods created by the Tax Reform Act of 1986 are mandatory for depre-
ciable property placed in service by a business after 1986. There is, however, an excep-
tion for certain property placed in service after 1986 that, due to an earlier contract,
construction, or fund commitment, is depreciated under ACRS. Also, transitional rules
were created for property placed in service after July 31, 1986, whereby the taxpayer
could elect to treat such assets according to either MACRS or ACRS.

MACRS consists of two systems of depreciation. The principal system, sometimes
referred to as the General Depreciation System (GDS), is used the majority of the time.
The secondary system, called the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS), is used only
if required by law or if the business elects it. The main difference between the two sys-
tems is that the latter generally uses a longer recovery period and always uses
straight-line depreciation.
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MACRS Recovery Periods

There are eleven classes of property according to MACRS that determine the property’s
recovery period. We will list them here along with a brief description of each, as well as
the depreciation method generally used if the Alternate MACRS method (ADS) is not
elected.

Class

Deprec
. 

Metho
d Description

3-year DDB Property with a class life of 4 years or less, including any race horse 
placed in service before January 1, 2017, any race horse more than 2 
years old placed in service after December 31, 2016, any horse other 
than a race horse more than 12 years old, and qualified rent-to-own 
property.

5-year DDB Property with a class life of 5 to 9 years, including any automobile or 
light general purpose truck, semi-conductor manufacturing equipment, 
computer-based telephone central office switching equipment, qualified 
technological equipment, property used in research and experimentation, 
certain energy property, and machinery or equipment used in a farming 
business placed in service from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009.

7-year DDB Property with a class life of 10 to 15 years, including any railroad track, 
motorsports entertainment complex, Alaska natural gas pipeline, and 
natural gas gathering line placed in service after April 11, 2005.

10-year DDB Property with a class life of 16 to 19 years, including any single purpose 
agricultural or horticultural structure, tree or vine bearing fruit or nuts, 
qualified smart electric meter, and qualified smart electric grid system.

15-year 1.5 DB Property with a class life of 20 to 24 years, including any municipal 
wastewater treatment plant, telephone distribution plant and comparable 
equipment, retail motor fuels outlet, qualified leasehold improvement 
property and qualified restaurant property placed in service after 
October 22, 2004 and before December 31, 2017, qualified 
improvement property after December 31, 2018 initial clearing and 
grading land improvements with respect to gas utility property, property 
used in the transmission at 69 or more kilovolts of electricity for sale 
placed in service after April 11, 2005, natural gas distribution line 
placed in service after April 11, 2005 and before January 1, 2011, and 
qualified retail improvement property placed in service after December 
31, 2008.

20-year 1.5 DB Property with a class life of more than 24 years, including any initial 
clearing and grading land improvements with respect to any electric 
utility transmission and distribution plant.

25-year SL Water utility property and municipal sewers, placed in service after 
June 12, 1996.
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* As frequently happens when a tax law change involves real property, there are tran-
sitional rules for 39-year property. The 39-year recovery period does not apply to
nonresidential real property placed in service before January 1, 1994 if:

a. The taxpayer, or qualified person, entered into a binding written contract to pur-
chase or construct the property before May 13, 1993, or

b. Construction of the property was begun by or for the taxpayer, or qualified per-
son, before May 13, 1993.

If either of the above applies, such property will have a 31.5-year recovery period.

How To:

Once property is identified as MACRS property, you will need to turn to Tables 1–3 in
Section VI: “Tables.” For each asset we have shown a class life, a recovery period for
MACRS, and a recovery period for Alternate MACRS (ADS). We have alphabetized
the tables to assist you in determining the correct asset class. See “Tables 1–3,” page
VI-2, which will help you locate a particular asset quickly.

Note: For purposes of MACRS, the “class lives” are used to determine the property’s class
and, thus, the recovery period. Since we have determined the recovery periods for you, you
may ignore the class lives in these tables for the time being.

Additions or improvements made to property, including leased property (i.e., leasehold
improvements), are treated as separate property items. However, they are depreciated in
the same manner as the underlying property would be if such property had been placed
in service on the same date as the improvement. The recovery period for any additions
or improvements begins on the later of:

• the date the addition or improvement is placed in service, or

27.5-year SL Residential rental property where 80% of the gross rental income is 
derived from providing living accommodations (as opposed to transient 
accommodations, e.g., hotels), including low-income housing.
Note: To be considered transient, more than half of the units need to be 
used on a temporary basis.

31.5-year SL Nonresidential real property placed in service before May 13, 1993.

39-year* SL Nonresidential real property placed in service after May 12, 1993.

50-year SL Any railroad grading or tunnel bore (these will not be covered in this 
guide—for more information, see IRS Code Sec. 168(d), 168(e)(4), 
etc.).

Class

Deprec
. 

Metho
d Description
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• the date the property to which the addition or improvement is made is placed in ser-
vice.

MACRS Averaging Conventions

In the beginning of this section of the guide, we described the principal averaging con-
ventions used for income tax reporting purposes. Under MACRS, these conventions are
not optional but are determined, generally, by the type of property. There is also a spe-
cial rule for when a large amount of property is placed in service late in the tax year:

• Half-Year Convention: Used for all MACRS property except residential rental and
nonresidential real property.

• Midmonth Convention: Used for residential rental and nonresidential real property.

• Midquarter Convention: Used when more than 40% of qualifying property is placed
in service during the last 3 months of the tax year.

Half-Year Convention
The half-year convention treats all property placed in service, or disposed of, as if occur-
ring at the midpoint of the tax year. Therefore, the same amount of depreciation will be
taken regardless of when, during a taxable year, property is placed in service. The
half-year convention applies whether you use regular MACRS (GDS) or the alternate
MACRS (ADS), as well as to partial years.

When property is held for its entire recovery period, a half-year of depreciation is allow-
able in the tax year following the tax year in which the recovery period ends. For exam-
ple, if it is a 5-year asset, the business actually claims depreciation on it for 6 tax years:
a half-year of depreciation in the year placed in service, then for 4 full years, and,
finally, a half-year of depreciation in the sixth year.

How To:

To calculate the amount of depreciation under the half-year convention, simply compute
the full year’s depreciation and divide by two.

Midmonth Convention
The midmonth convention treats all property either placed in service or disposed of as if
the event occurred at the midpoint of the month. In other words, whether property is
placed in service on the first day of a month or the last day of the month, it will be
treated as if placed in service in the middle of the month (normally the 15th day). The
midmonth convention is always applied without regard to the tax year, and therefore is
not affected by a short year.
IV-44                                                                                                                  Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Section IV: Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS)
MACRS Averaging Conventions IV
How To:

To calculate the amount of depreciation under the midmonth convention, compute the
full year’s depreciation and multiply by the following fraction:

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service MACRS residential
rental property on March 30. It is an apartment building in the 27.5-year class and cost
$500,000. A full year’s depreciation for the property is $18,182.

Result: The depreciation for the first year of the property’s recovery period is $14,394,
computed as follows:

Number of full months property was used for the year .5+
12

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

$18,182 9.5
12
------- $14,394=
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TIP
Since property placed in service on the last day of the month is still entitled to a half month's
depreciation for that month, it is possible to claim an additional month's depreciation just by
placing property in service a few days earlier (when possible), rather than the first day of the fol-
lowing month. For example, if property can be placed in service on March 30 rather than on
April 1, an additional month of depreciation may be deducted.

Midquarter Convention
Earlier we mentioned a special rule for when a large amount of property is placed in ser-
vice late in the tax year. This is known as the midquarter convention. The midquarter
convention is mandatory when applicable, takes precedence over the half-year con-
vention, and applies to whichever MACRS depreciation method you are using,
including the MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS).

The 40% Test
If during any tax year more than 40% of the total depreciable basis of qualifying prop-
erty (defined later) is placed in service during the last 3 months of the tax year, the
midquarter convention applies. Under the midquarter convention, all property either
placed in service or disposed of is treated as if occurring at the midpoint of the quarter.

Note: Since it is “the last 3 months of the year,” not “the last quarter of the year,” if, for
example, the tax year only consists of 3 months, the midquarter convention will automat-
ically apply to all qualifying depreciable property placed in service that year.

The 40% test is usually applied at the partnership or S corporate level unless the IRS
determines that the entity is being used for the principal purpose of avoiding or inappro-
priately applying the midquarter convention. If this is the case, the 40% test will be
applied at the individual partner or shareholder level instead.

Generally, when an affiliated group files a consolidated tax return, all of the members
included on the return are treated as one taxpayer when applying the 40% test. For fur-
ther information on how the midquarter convention is applied to an affiliated group of
corporations, see IRS Reg. 1.168(d)-1(b)(5).

In certain transactions between corporations and their shareholders, and between part-
nerships and their partners, transfers of property may be made and no gain or loss will
be recognized (IRS Code Sec.168(i)(7)(B)(i)). If such a transfer occurs in the year in
which property is placed in service, the 40% test will be applied by treating the trans-
feree as the owner of the property. The transferred property is deemed placed in service
by the transferee on the date of the transfer. In other words, if the total basis of the trans-
feree's property placed in service during the last 3 months of the tax year, including the
transferred property, exceeds 40% of the basis of all property placed in service that year,
the midquarter convention will apply. The transferred property will not be taken into
account by the transferor when applying the 40% test for the year.
IV-46                                                                                                                  Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Section IV: Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS)
MACRS Averaging Conventions IV
Depreciable Basis Determination for Midquarter
Since only the “depreciable basis” of qualifying property is to be considered when
applying the 40% test, this means that the following is excluded from the determination
of basis:

1. The percentage of the property’s basis that is not used in the trade or business or
held for production of income.

Example: If an asset that is normally depreciable under MACRS is acquired by a
taxpayer who uses it in his business only 80% of the time the first year it is acquired,
only 80% of the asset’s basis is considered in determining if the 40% test applies.
The personal use portion of 20% is not considered.

2. Any portion of the property expensed under Section 179 (explained in the previous
chapter).

TIP
By electing to use the Section 179 expense, a taxpayer may avoid the midquarter convention if it
would be to his tax advantage to do so.

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, places in service two assets during the
year: Machine A costing $14,500 on May 1, and Machine B costing $10,500 on Decem-
ber 31. The midquarter convention will apply, since more than 40% of the XYZ prop-
erty was placed in service during the last 3 months of the tax year. However, XYZ may
avoid the midquarter by electing to expense the $10,500 cost of Machine B under Sec-
tion 179.

Property Qualifying for Midquarter
Property that must be included when determining whether or not a business has placed
in service more than 40% of its property in any one tax year is all MACRS depreciable
property except for:

• Residential rental property.

• Nonresidential real property.

• Property that is both placed in service and disposed of in the same tax year
(although if reacquired and again placed in service, it will be taken into account for
the 40% test, but only on the later of the dates it was used).

Note: Since property must be depreciated under MACRS to be included in the midquarter
calculation, property being depreciated under a Production or Use method is not includ-
ed.
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Calculating MACRS Depreciation Under the Midquarter Convention

How To:

To calculate the amount of depreciation under the midquarter convention, compute the
full year’s depreciation on each asset and then multiply by the following percentage,
based on which quarter of the tax year the property is placed in service:

TIP
Although the midquarter convention was intended to reduce the amount of depreciation for a
business that places most of its property in service late in the tax year, it actually can be advanta-
geous to the taxpayer, at times resulting in a larger depreciation deduction. This is because the
midquarter convention will result in a larger amount of depreciation than the half-year
convention for those assets placed in service during the first two quarters of the tax year.

Example: A calendar-year business places in service two 5-year assets: an $850 asset
on January 1 and a $650 asset on December 31.

Result: The midquarter convention applies:

Example: Same example as above except both assets are now placed in service on May
1.

Quarter of the tax year 
property placed in 

service Percentage

1st 10.5/12 = 87.5%

2nd 7.5/12 = 62.5%

3rd 4.5/12 = 37.5%

4th 1.5/12 = 12.5%

Depreciabl
e Basis

Full Year 
Depreciation X Percentage =

Depreciatio
n Allowed

$850 $340 x 87.5% = $297.50*

$650 $260 x 12.5% =     32.50

Total Depreciation = $330
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Result: The midquarter convention no longer applies and the half-year convention must
be used:

* More depreciation may be deducted when the midquarter convention is used than when the half-year conven-
tion is used. Although the asset acquired later in the year for $650 received a lot less depreciation under the
midquarter convention, the asset placed in service in the first quarter of the year, in the first example, received
much more depreciation under the midquarter convention.

However, in the majority of instances, less depreciation is in fact allowed under the mid-
quarter convention than when using the half-year convention. Each set of circumstances
needs to be computed under both conventions if you want to make the best decision for
the business.

Remember that when the midquarter convention applies, it is mandatory to use it. The
only flexibility you may have is either in the timing of when the property is placed in
service or by electing to use the Section 179 expense.

MACRS Depreciation Methods

There are five different depreciation methods under MACRS. All except the last one
(the Alternative Depreciation System; ADS) are restricted to certain classes of property.
They will all recover 100% of an asset’s depreciable basis, since they ignore salvage
value, but they will do so at different rates. We will list them here in descending order,
according to their speed of cost recovery:

1. 200%, or double declining-balance method (DDB), over the GDS (General Depreci-
ation System) life. This is used for property in the 3-, 5-, 7-, and 10-year classes.*

2. 150%, or 1.5 declining-balance method (1.5 DB), over the GDS life. This is used for
property in the 15- and 20-year classes, and for all property placed in service in a
farming business after 1988.*

3. You can elect to use the 150% declining-balance method either over the GDS life,
for property placed in service after 12/31/98, or over the longer ADS life, for prop-
erty placed in service before 1/1/99. (The change in the recovery period used for this
election was due to the IRS Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998.) This election
may only be made for property described in 1. or 2. above.*

Depreciabl
e Basis

Full Year 
Depreciation X Percentage =

Depreciatio
n Allowed

$850 $340 x 50% = $170*

$650 $260 x 50% =   130

Total Depreciation = $300
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How To:

This election is made by entering “150 DB” in column (f) of Part II of IRS Form
4562, Depreciation and Amortization.

* In all three of the above methods you must switch to the straight-line method
when that method results in a larger deduction! (For an explanation of how to
compute “Remaining Value Over Remaining Life”, see Section III: “Deprecia-
tion for Financial Reporting.”)

4. Straight-line method over the GDS recovery period. This method must be used for
all property in the 25-, 27.5-, 31.5-, and 39-year recovery classes and for trees and
vines that bear fruit or nuts. The taxpayer may also elect to use it for any property
over the regular (GDS) recovery period.

How To:

The election for using straight-line depreciation is made by entering “SL” in column
(f) of Part III of IRS Form 4562, Depreciation and Amortization.

5. Straight-line method over the fixed Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) lives.
This method is required to be used for certain types of property and may be elected
for all others. It differs from the straight-line method mentioned in 4. above, as it has
longer recovery periods for many types of property. This is, therefore, the slowest of
all the MACRS depreciation methods and is described in detail later in this chapter.

How To:

The ADS election is made by completing line 20 of Part III of IRS Form 4562,
Depreciation and Amortization.

Note: All depreciation methods under MACRS that require an election (see 3., 4., and 5.
above) must be elected on a timely filed income tax return (including extensions). The
elections are irrevocable, and they apply to all assets within the same class placed in ser-
vice in the tax year of the election, with the following exception: if electing ADS for
27.5-, 31.5-, or 39-year property, the election only applies on a property-by-property ba-
sis.

Since the first three of these methods use accelerated depreciation methods for the early
years of an asset’s recovery period, they will result in larger deductions for those years.
The last two methods use straight-line and will, therefore, result in equal amounts of
depreciation over an asset’s full recovery period, except for the first and last years due to
the application of the averaging conventions.
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Except for the limitations mentioned above, which restrict most of these methods to cer-
tain property classes, the selection is left to the taxpayer, who will choose whichever
method he feels is most appropriate.

TIP
The following are some of the factors used in deciding which depreciation method to use:
• The straight-line methods obviously simplify record keeping and income forecasting, since

future years’ depreciation amounts are relatively easy to calculate once an asset is set up on
a depreciation schedule.

• Depending on the taxable income a business expects, it may want to choose a method
whereby the largest deductions are available in the years of greatest income. For example, if
a business purchases an asset and knows that it already has a large amount of taxable income
for the year, it might select the accelerated method in 1. or 2. above, in order to maximize its
depreciation deductions for the year, thereby reducing income.

• Using the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) for either personal or real property, or the
150% declining-balance method for personal property, will eliminate the depreciation
adjustment for the Alternative Minimum Tax computation.

• The business may have a net operating loss (NOL) being carried over from prior years that is
about to expire and, therefore, will elect to use a slower method of depreciation. This will
increase the current year’s taxable income that can then be absorbed by the NOL, while pre-
serving the depreciation deductions for future years.

Calculating MACRS Depreciation

You can compute MACRS depreciation in two ways:

• either by using percentage tables or

• by making a manual calculation.

Percentage Tables
The easiest method is to use the percentage tables given in Section VI: “Tables.” Pre-
ceding these tables is a guide to choosing the appropriate table, based on the type of
MACRS depreciation method chosen and the averaging convention used. These tables
cannot be used if the business has a short tax year or if, for example, the basis of the
asset needs to be adjusted for a casualty loss.

How To:

The process of calculating MACRS depreciation when using the percentage tables
involves the following 4 steps:

1. Determine the property’s recovery period by looking at Tables 1–3 in Section VI:
“Tables.” The assets are listed in alphabetical order. The GDS life, needed for the
first three depreciation methods described above, is found in these tables and is
identified as the MACRS Recovery Period. These tables also give the Alternate
MACRS Recovery Period, for use under ADS. For assistance, see “Tables 1–3,”
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page VI-2.

2. Turn to “MACRS Percentage Tables,” page VI-14, and select the appropriate Per-
centage Table. To do this you need to know the property’s recovery period (deter-
mined in Step 1) and the applicable averaging convention, as well as having made a
decision as to which method of depreciation you want to use.

3. Turn to the Percentage Table selected in Step 2, and find the applicable percentage
by first locating the property’s recovery period (or the month placed in service if it
is real property) and then finding the year of recovery for which you are computing
depreciation.

4. Multiply the property’s “unadjusted basis” by the percentage. When using the per-
centage tables, the unadjusted basis is the basis not reduced by any prior deprecia-
tion claimed, although it is reduced by any amount for which you elected the
Section 179 expense.

In describing the first three MACRS depreciation methods (DDB and 1.5 DB), we men-
tioned that you must switch to straight-line when it provides a larger deduction. This
switch to straight-line is already built into the percentage tables for you.

Example: You need to determine the depreciation for a computer placed in service last
year that cost $10,000. The business did not need to use the midquarter convention last
year, did not elect the Section 179 expense, and used the most accelerated depreciation
method possible, 200% DB. The computer is used 100% in the business.

Result:

1. As found in Table 1, a computer has a 5-year recovery period.

2. Find the Percentage Table (Table M 1) for the 5-year recovery period, using the
DDB method of depreciation, and for the half-year convention.

3. Looking down at the far left-hand column, find the second year of recovery and then
look across to the 5-year column. The percentage is 32%.

4. Multiply 32% times the $10,000 cost for the current year’s depreciation of $3,200.

Manual Calculation
You can also compute the deduction using the applicable depreciation method and aver-
aging convention, over the property’s recovery period.

The actual mechanics for making the calculations under double- declining balance
(DDB), 150% declining-balance (1.5 DB), and straight-line (SL) are all described in
Section III: “Depreciation for Financial Reporting.” Remember that unlike using the
MACRS Percentage Tables, when computing the declining-balance depreciation meth-
ods manually, each year the asset’s basis will be reduced by any accumulated deprecia-
tion taken. Also, when depreciating property under MACRS, although you are using the
same basic depreciation methods as for financial reporting, there are three differences:
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1. You must switch to the straight-line method when it provides a larger deduction than
the declining-balance method (this is not optional).

2. If in the first or final year of depreciation, you must use the correct applicable aver-
aging convention (the correct convention to use is dictated by statute, not by
choice).

3. Salvage value is never taken into account under the accelerated methods, and it
does not reduce depreciable basis under the straight-line method.

Manual Calculations for Different Methods
For all examples below, assume a calendar-year taxpayer and no Section 179 expense is
elected.

MACRS Straight-Line Depreciation
We are referring to this as the “MACRS straight-line method,” rather than the Alterna-
tive MACRS method (ADS), because it is used for property being depreciated over
either its GDS or ADS recovery period.

How To:

When computing straight-line depreciation, simply compute what the depreciation
would be for a full 12-month year and then multiply this amount by the applicable aver-
aging convention if it is the first or final year.

Example: 5-year property with a depreciable basis of $1,000. Assume the half-year
convention.

Result: 1/5 x $1,000 =$200, which is a full year’s depreciation.

* Remember that one additional year after the recovery period is always allowed.

Example: Same as above, except assume that the property was placed in service on
May 30, and that the midquarter convention applies (due to other property placed in ser-
vice the same year).

Year 1: $200 x 6/12 (half-year convention) = $100

Year 2: = $200

Year 3: = $200

Year 4: = $200

Year 5: = $200

Year 6: *$200 x 6/12 (remaining half year) = $100

Total Depreciation = $1,000
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Result:

* Since the asset was placed in service on May 30, and the midquarter convention applies, it is as if the asset
was placed in service at the midpoint of the second quarter of the year. Therefore, it is treated as if used for 7.5
months during its first year. In the final year after the recovery period, the asset is deemed to be used the
remaining 1.5 quarters, or 4.5 months (12 months less 7.5 months = 4.5 months).

Example: Consider residential rental property costing $25,000 that has a 27.5-year
recovery period and is put into service on September 3. Remember that the midquarter
convention never applies to 27.5-year property, so the applicable convention is always
midmonth.

Result: 1/27.5 x $25,000 = $909, which is a full year’s depreciation.

Therefore:

* In the year it was placed in service, it received 3.5 months of depreciation. Therefore, since it has a 27.5-year
life, it had 2.5 months left to depreciate in the year after the end of the recovery period (27 years, 6 months
less 27 years, 3.5 months = 2.5 months).

MACRS Declining-Balance Methods
Both the 200% and the 150% declining-balance methods are available. Again, the sim-
plest way to handle the computations is to compute depreciation for a full year and then
apply the applicable averaging convention.

Year 1: $200 x 7.5/12 (or 62.5%) = $125

Year 2: = $200

Year 3: = $200

Year 4: = $200

Year 5: = $200

Year 6: *$200 x 4.5/12* = $75

Total Depreciation = $1,000

Year 1: $909 x 3.5/12 = $265

Year 2-28: $909 each year (for 27 years) = $24,545

Year 29: $909 x 2.5/12* = $190 (rounding = 2)

Total Depreciation = $25,000
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How To:

Taken by steps:

1. Divide 1 by the recovery period to determine the rate.

2. Determine the depreciable basis of the asset, reduced by prior depreciation taken.

3. Determine the declining-balance rate: 2 for 200% and 1.5 for 150%, depending on
the class of property being depreciated and the method being used.

4. Determine the applicable averaging convention if this is the first or final year for
depreciating the property. 

5. Multiply the result of each step by the following step.

Example: Consider 5-year property with a depreciable basis of $1,000. Assume no
depreciation elections are made and the half-year convention applies.

Result: 5-year property uses the 200% declining-balance method.

1. 1/5 = 20%.

2. For year 1, the depreciable basis is $1,000.

3. 5-year property uses the 200% rate (we are not electing to use the 150% rate over
the ADS life), so we use “2”.

4. Half-year convention is 6/12.

5. 20% x $1,000 x 6/12 x 200% = $200 = Depreciation for year 1.

For year 2: Same as above, except subtract out the prior depreciation ($200) from the
basis, and the averaging convention does not need to be considered:

20% x ($1,000 – $200) x 2 = $320

Example: Same as above, but assume the midquarter convention, with the asset being
placed in service February 20.

Result: Same as above, except the midquarter convention results in:
10.5/12 = 87.5% for Step 4.

Year 1: 20% x $1,000 x 2 x 87.5% = $350

Year 2: 20% x ($1,000 – $350) x 2 = $260

Year 3: 20% x ($1,000 – $610) x 2 = $156

Year 4: 20% x ($1,000 – 766) x 2 = $ 93.60
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However, switching to straight-line depreciation (Remaining Value over Remaining Life) is
required when it produces a greater amount, which it does in year 4:

Year 6: When converting to straight-line from a declining-balance method, at the
beginning of any tax year when the remaining recovery period is less than 1 year, the
applicable rate for that year is 100%. Therefore, the final year’s depreciation is $14.

MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS)

The Alternative Depreciation System under MACRS may be elected for any class of
property. It basically uses the straight-line method (although salvage value is ignored),
with the same MACRS averaging convention rules, but usually over a longer recovery
period.

When ADS Is Required
There are certain types of property for which ADS must be used:

• “Luxury” cars and “Listed” property if used 50% or more for personal use. (See
Section IV: “Chapter 4: Passenger Automobiles and Other Listed Property.”)

• Tangible property used predominantly outside the United States (see IRS Code Sec.
168(g)(4)).

• Any tax-exempt use property (see IRS Code Sec. 168(h)).

• Tax-exempt bond financed property (see IRS Code Sec. 168(g)(5)).

• Certain imported property (see IRS Code Sec. 168(g)(6)).

• All farm property, if the farm has elected not to apply the uniform capitalization
rules, per IRS Code Sec. 263A(d)(3), to any plant or animal produced.

Note: ADS must also be used by a corporation when computing depreciation on any
MACRS property for calculating Earnings and Profits.

When ADS Is Elected
The Alternative Depreciation System may be used for any MACRS depreciable prop-
erty. For residential rental property and for nonresidential real property, the election may
be made on a property-by-property basis. For all other property, when the election is

Year 4: = $110

Year 5: Continuing with the straight-line method:

= $110

Remaining basis ($1,000 $766)–
Remaining life of 2.125 years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Remaining basis ($1,000 $876)–
Remaining life of 1.125 years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Short Tax Years IV
made, it will apply to all property in that particular property class that is placed in ser-
vice during the tax year of the election. For example, let’s say the election is made to use
ADS on a computer placed in service this year. Since a computer is 5-year property,
ADS must also be used on any other 5-year property placed in service this year. The
election to use ADS is made on a year-by-year basis.

How To:

The election to use ADS is made by completing line 20 of Part III of IRS Form 4562,
Depreciation and Amortization.

Recovery Periods Under ADS
Although sometimes the recovery periods under the Alternative Depreciation System
are the same as under regular MACRS, generally they are longer. The chart below lists
some of the property types that have significantly longer recovery periods. Remember
that the ADS recovery periods for all property may be found by looking at Tables 1–3 in
Section VI: “Tables.”

Short Tax Years

MACRS depreciation is computed on a tax-year basis. Recovery periods, however, are
based on 12-month periods, without regard to the tax year. This is why, for example,
3-year property using the half-year convention is actually depreciated over 4 tax years.

A short tax year is any year with less than 12 months. This can happen at any time, such
as when a taxable entity changes its tax year, but most commonly occurs when an entity
first starts doing business. If depreciable property is placed in service during a short
year, the process of calculating depreciation is different from when the short year occurs
after you have started to depreciate an asset. This is due to the averaging conventions
that need to be used when property is first placed in service.

Property Type
ADS Recovery 

Period

Personal property with no class life 12 years

Residential rental property 40 years

Nonresidential real property (31.5- and 39-year property) 40 years

Single-purpose agricultural structures 10 years

Trees and vines bearing fruit or nuts 20 years
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Short Tax YearsIV
In either case, however, the percentage tables may not be used when a short tax year is
involved. The basic procedure is first to determine depreciation for a full 12 months and
then to multiply it by a fraction:

* Note that the denominator is always 12, even when making a short-year calculation. The objective is to deter-
mine the number of months the property is considered to be in service, and then multiply this by the calculated
full year’s depreciation on the property.

Property Placed in Service in a Short Year
A short tax year will affect the application of both the half-year and the midquarter aver-
aging conventions. It has no effect on the midmonth convention, however.

Half-Year Convention
Since under the half-year convention the asset receives a half-year’s worth of deprecia-
tion, this will obviously be a lesser amount if the year is less than 12 months.

How To:

When applying the half-year convention to a short year, the averaging convention,
instead of being: 6 months/12 months, will now have a numerator that reflects half of
the number of months the tax year consists of, and a denominator that will always be 12.

All tax years are considered to start as of the first day of a month. Therefore, if a corpo-
ration starts doing business on September 23, the tax year is treated as beginning on
September 1. Also, if there are successive short years with 1 year ending and the next
year beginning in the same month, the first short year will not include the “shared”
month. This prevents any month being taken into account twice.

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, starts doing business on May 17 and
places in service all of its equipment on the same day.

Result: The tax year has 8 months, and its equipment, using the half-year convention,
will be treated as being used for 4 months. When computing depreciation on the equip-
ment, go through the same steps as usual, except use 4/12 when multiplying by the aver-
aging convention.

Example: Assume the above corporation had started business on June 3.

Result: The short year consists of 7 months. The fraction to be used would, therefore, be
3.5/12.

Example: A business has 2 short tax years. The first year begins May 1 and ends
August 5. The second year starts August 6 and ends January 31.

Number of months (including half months) property is deemed placed in service
12*

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Short Tax Years IV
Result: The first year is deemed to have 3 months, consisting of May, June, and July.
The second year has 6 months, consisting of August through January.

The above computation is slightly more complex when a short tax year begins on a day
other than the first day of a month and ends on a day other than the last day of a month.
When this occurs the computation must be made initially on the basis of days.

How To:

Determine the number of days in the short year and then divide by 2. If the resulting date
is not either the first or midpoint of a month, then the property is treated as placed in ser-
vice (or disposed of) on the nearest preceding first or midpoint of that month.

Example: A business has a short tax year beginning March 4 and ending June 21.

Result: The short tax year consists of 110 days, with the midpoint being 55 days, or
April 27. The property is considered to be put in service on April 15.

Property subject to the half-year convention is, therefore, always treated as placed in
service (or disposed of) on either the first day or on the midpoint of a month.

Midquarter Convention
Remember that when determining whether or not the midquarter convention applies,
you need to look at the depreciable basis of qualifying property placed in service during
the last 3 months of the year. It is immaterial how short the tax year is. Therefore, a tax
year of 3 months or less will automatically require that the midquarter convention be
used.

How To:

1. Determine the number of months in the year and divide by 4, thereby dividing the
year into quarters.

2. Divide a quarter by 2 to determine the midpoint.

If the year has either 4 or 8 months, you can determine the length of a quarter on the
basis of whole months. If this is not the case, you need to determine the quarters on
the basis of actual days. Then, if the quarter divided by 2 results in a day that is not
either the first or midpoint of a month, treat the property as being placed in service
on the nearest preceding first or midpoint of that month.

3. Calculate the depreciation for a full year and then multiply by the following frac-
tion:

Number of months (including half months) property is deemed placed in service
12

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Short Tax YearsIV
Example: XYZ started business on April 10, and is a calendar-year corporation. 5-year
property costing $1,000 was placed in service November 7, and the midquarter conven-
tion applies.

Result: Since the tax year consists of 9 months, you must calculate on the basis of days.
The tax year has 264 days. Divide 264 by 4 to determine that a quarter consists of 66
days. Divide 66 by 2 to get the midpoint of each quarter, which is the 33rd day. The fol-
lowing chart shows the quarters for the year, the midpoint of each quarter, and the date
in each quarter when property will be considered to be placed in service:

In this example the property will be treated as placed in service on November 15. The
calculation is as follows:

1/5 x $1,000 x 2 (DDB) x 1.5/12  = $50

Subsequent Tax Years
When property is placed in service during a short year, you will need to manually com-
pute the depreciation in all subsequent years for that property. This may be done by one
of two methods: the simplified method or the allocation method. Whichever method is
chosen must be used consistently until the year of change to the straight-line method.

Simplified Method

How To:

Compute depreciation in all subsequent years by multiplying the unrecovered basis of
the property (i.e., its depreciable basis less all prior year's depreciation) by the applica-
ble depreciation rate.

Example: In the last example above, XYZ placed in service 5-year property in a short
year, costing $1,000, and deducted $50 of depreciation the first year, using the midquar-
ter convention.

Result: The applicable depreciation rate is:

Quarter Midpoint
Date Deemed 

Placed in Service

April 10–June 14 May 12 May 1

June 15–Aug. 19 July 17 July 15

Aug. 20–Oct. 24 Sept. 22 Sept. 15

Oct. 25–Dec. 31 Nov. 26 Nov. 15
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1/5 x 2 (DDB) = 40%

* Note that in the fifth year, the deduction is greater under the straight-line method, so the switch to straight-line
is made. During the first year, the property was depreciated for 1.5 months. Therefore, in the fifth year, the
remaining life is:

Allocation Method

How To:

Compute depreciation in all subsequent years by allocating to the tax year the amount of
depreciation attributable to each recovery year, or part of a recovery year that falls
within that tax year. For each recovery year included in a tax year, multiply the attrib-
uted amount of depreciation by a fraction:

Because of the short tax year and averaging convention, the first year that an asset is
depreciated the taxpayer will deduct only the depreciation from a portion of the recovery
period’s first 12-month period. Therefore, the second (and each subsequent) tax year the
taxpayer will claim depreciation for:

• the remaining portion of the previous year’s recovery period’s depreciation and

• a portion of the current recovery period’s depreciation.

Tax 
Year Method

Depreciatio
n

1 DDB 40% x $1,000 x 1.5/12 = $    50

2 DDB 40% x ($1,000 – $50) = 380

3 DDB 40% x ($1,000 – $430) = 228

4 DDB 40% x ($1,000 – $658) = 137

5 SL*
($1,000 – $795)
          1,875 = 109

6 SL = 96

Total Depreciation = $1,000

5 years or 60 months

less 3 years and 1.5 months or 37.5 months

equals 1 year and 10.5 months or 22.5 months

therefor
e

22.5 months
         12 = 1.875 years

Number of months (including half months) of recovery year included in tax year
12

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service 5-year property costing
$1,000 on April 3. It started business on March 15 and the half-year convention applies.

Result:

* Since the half-year convention applies and this is a short tax year of 10 months, the half-year convention frac-
tion is 10 : 2 = 5, which is then divided by 12.

** Note that the switch to straight-line is made the fifth year. At the start of the fifth year, the property had been
depreciated for 3 years and 5 months, leaving 19 months of the recovery period: 19/12 = 1.58 years.

TIP
Generally, both the simplified and the allocation methods will result in the same amount of
depreciation. However, if after the first year, but before the year switching to straight-line, there
is either another short year or a disposition of the property, then the simplified method will pro-
duce less depreciation than under the allocation method.

Bonus Depreciation
If property is placed into service in a short year, and either the 30%, 40%, 50%, or 100%
first-year depreciation deduction is claimed, this first-year deduction is NOT prorated
for the short year.

Short Year After the Property Is Placed in Service
Sometimes although the property has only been depreciated during 12-month tax years,
at some time before the end of its recovery period, a short tax year may occur. At that
point, if you had been using the percentage tables, you will not be able to continue to do
so for any property being held and not yet fully depreciated.

Tax 
Year Method

Depreciatio
n

1 DDB 40% x $1,000 x 1.5/12* = $   167

2 DDB 40% x $1,000 x 7/12 = $233

plus 40% x ($1,000 – $400) x 5/12 = 100 333

3 DDB 40% x ($1,000 – $400) x 7/12 = $140

plus 40% x ($1,000 – $640) x 5/12 = 60 200

4 DDB 40% x ($1,000 – $640) x 7/12 = $ 84

plus 40% x ($1,000 – $784) x 5/12 = 36 120

5 SL ($1,000 – $820)
          1.58** = 114

6 SL = 66

Total Depreciation = $1,000
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How To:

Multiply the unrecovered basis of the property by the applicable depreciation rate, and
then by the following fraction:

Property Disposed Of in a Short Year
Basically all of the preceding discussion also pertains to when you dispose of property
during a short year. For further clarification, see “If a Short Year Occurs in the Year of
Disposition,” page IV-65.

Early Dispositions

An early disposition occurs when property is sold, exchanged, retired, abandoned, or
destroyed before the end of its recovery period. If a business acquired and disposed of
personal property in the same tax year, no depreciation is allowed for that asset (per
final IRS Reg. 1.168(d)-1, effective for tax years ending after 1/30/91). For all other
MACRS property, you are allowed to depreciate the property in the year of the disposi-
tion. You must use the same averaging convention as you did in the year when the prop-
erty was initially placed in service.

TIP
If a business sells depreciable property on an installment sale, it must include as ordinary income
to the extent of gain in the year of sale, all depreciation taken on the property, even if no pay-
ments on the sale are received the first year. It is, therefore, advisable to have the buyer make a
first-year installment payment to at least cover the tax liability on the amount of gain to be recog-
nized.

If the Midmonth Convention Was Used
If the midmonth convention was used when the property was first placed in service and,
in a later year, the property is disposed of, it is treated as if disposed of in the middle of
the month in which the disposition occurs.

How To:

If you have been using the percentage tables, you may do so in the year of disposition.
Determine the amount of depreciation for the full year as if it had not been disposed of.
Next multiply by the following fraction:

Number of months (including half months) in the tax year
12

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Example: XYZ, a calendar-year business, purchased 27.5-year property (residential
rental property) costing $100,000 on July 10. It sold the property the following year on
April 2.

Result: When using the percentage tables:

In the first year, you used Table M 6 and the column for the seventh month, the month
placed in service. Look at the same chart, in the same seventh month column, and the
percentage for the second year is 3.636%. Compute depreciation for the full year but
then multiply the result by the number of months held this year (3.5 months) and divide
by 12:

10 = $100,000 x .03636 x 3.5/12 = $1,060

Result: When computing depreciation manually:

Determine the depreciation for the full year and multiply by the same fraction as above:

1/27.5 x $100,000 x 3.5/12 = $1,060

If the Half-Year Convention Was Used
If the half-year convention was used in the year in which the property was placed in ser-
vice and the property is disposed of anytime during a subsequent year, it is treated as if
disposed of in the middle of the year.

How To:

As above, whether using the percentage tables or computing depreciation manually,
determine the amount of depreciation for the full year and multiply by the following
fraction:

If the Midquarter Convention Was Used
If the midquarter convention was used initially and the property is later disposed of, the
property is treated as if the disposition occurred during the middle of the quarter of the
tax year.

Number of months (including half months) in service for the year
12

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Half the number of months in the tax year
12

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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How To:

Determine the depreciation for the full year and multiply by the percentage for that quar-
ter of the tax year in which the disposition occurred:

If a Short Year Occurs in the Year of Disposition
If a disposition of property occurs in a short tax year and either the half-year or midquar-
ter convention was used during the year the property was first placed in service, observe
the following formula:

Quarter of the year in 
which property is 

disposed Percentage

1st 12.5%

2nd 37.5%

3rd 62.5%

4th 87.5%
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How To:

* In order to determine the number of months the property was in service for the year of disposition, refer to the
preceding segment “Short Tax Years,” page IV-57.

Remember the following:

1. You cannot use the percentage tables in a short year.

2. If it is 27.5-, 31.5-, or 39-year property, the midmonth convention was used, and a
short year will have no effect on the computation.

Property Excluded From MACRS

Certain categories of property are specifically excluded from being depreciated under
MACRS. When this occurs, such property must be depreciated under ACRS (explained
in Section IV: “Chapter 5: Accelerated Cost Recovery System (ACRS).”) or one of the
other methods of depreciation that existed before ACRS (discussed in Section IV:
“Chapter 6: Depreciation of Nonrecovery Property.”). Property that is excluded from
MACRS includes:

• Any portion of an otherwise depreciable asset for which the Section 179 expense
was elected (see Section IV: “Chapter 1: First-Year Expensing.”).

• Property that the business elected to depreciate over a method that is not based on a
life in years, such as a Production or Use Method (see Section III: “Depreciation for
Financial Reporting.”), or the Income Forecast Method (explained in Section IV:
“Chapter 6: Depreciation of Nonrecovery Property.”).

• Films, videotapes, and sound recordings (see Section IV: “Chapter 6: Depreciation
of Nonrecovery Property.”).

• Intangible assets, which are amortized (see Section II: “Amortization.”).

• Certain public utility property, unless a normalization method of accounting is used.

• Property subject to the anti-churning rules explained below.

Anti-Churning Rules
Special rules were created to prevent the “churning,” or conversion, of pre-1981 depre-
ciable property into recovery property (which results in larger depreciation deductions),
without an appropriate change in ownership or use. These rules were, therefore, initially
enacted to prevent the use of ACRS for certain property, and then were continued to
apply to certain MACRS property as well.

Unrecovered Basis
of the Property

Depreciation
Rate

Number of Months Property was in service for the yr.*
12

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Anti-Churning Transactions

In order for property acquired after 1986 to fall under the anti-churning rules, and thus
not be subject to MACRS, the property must be acquired in one of the following types
of transactions:

• The taxpayer or a related party owned or used the property in 1986.

• The taxpayer leases the property to an entity (or a related party) that owned or used
the property in 1986.

• It is personal property that was acquired from someone who owned it in 1986 and,
as part of the transaction, the user of the property does not change.

• It is personal property that was not MACRS property in the hands of the previous
owner from whom acquired and the user of the property does not change after the
acquisition.

• It is real property that was acquired in a transaction in which some gain or loss was
not recognized. MACRS only applies to the portion of the basis for which the busi-
ness paid cash or gave unlike property.

Note: The first two types of transactions apply to both personal and real property, the
third and fourth types apply only to personal property, and the last transaction type ap-
plies only to real property. Also, under the anti-churning rules, property is not considered
as owned before it is placed in service.

Exceptions to Anti-Churning Rules
Even though the anti-churning rules are designed to prevent the conversion of pre-1981
property into MACRS property, there are several important exceptions. The following
property placed in service after 1986 and acquired by the taxpayer in one of the types of
transactions described above must still be depreciated under MACRS:

1. All 27.5-year residential rental property.

2. All 31.5- and 39-year nonresidential real property.

Note: The reason that real property placed in service after 1986 is generally depreci-
ated under MACRS is because MACRS produces less depreciation on real property,
in the above two classes, than ACRS with its shorter recovery periods.

3. Any property for which the ACRS deduction for the first year in which the
property is placed in service would be greater than the MACRS deduction
(assuming the half-year convention).

In other words, if the property falls under the anti-churning rules, you must depreci-
ate it under whichever method (ACRS or MACRS) will give you the least amount
of depreciation the first year it is placed in service.

The following chart will assist you in determining if a larger deduction will be
claimed under MACRS or ACRS (although you will need to study Section IV:
“Chapter 5: Accelerated Cost Recovery System (ACRS).”, on ACRS to determine
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Property Excluded From MACRSIV
the assigned recovery period under ACRS, since the property classes for the two
methods are not the same):

TIP
If property has the same recovery period under both ACRS and MACRS, then the depreciation
deduction under ACRS will always be less.

4. Any real property that is used for personal use before 1987 and converted to busi-
ness use after 1986. The anti-churning rules do not apply to such property, and
MACRS must be used. 

Related Party Rules

The rules for determining whether or not a person is a related party for the anti-churning
rules are applied at the time the property is acquired by the taxpayer. Some examples of
related parties (see IRS Code Sec. 267 and 707 for more detail) are:

• An individual and a member of his immediate family.

• A corporation and an individual who owns, directly or indirectly, more than 10% of
the outstanding stock.

• Two corporations that are members of the same controlled group.

• A partnership and a person who owns, directly or indirectly, more than 10% of the
capital or profits of the partnership.

• Two partnerships if the same persons own, directly or indirectly, more than 10% of
the capital or profits of each.

• Two S corporations if the same persons own more than 10% of the outstanding
stock.

• An S corporation and a C corporation if the same persons own more than 10% of the
outstanding stock of each corporation.

• A corporation and a partnership if the same persons own more than 10% of the out-
standing stock of the corporation and more than 10% of the capital or profits of the
partnership.

First-Year Depreciation 
Percentage

Recovery Period MACRS ACRS

3-year 33.33% 25%

5-year 20% 15%

7-year 14.29% N/A

10-year 10% 8%
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Section 30: Tax Credit for Qualified Electric Vehicles IV
Anti-Churning Depreciation Methods
If property falls under the anti-churning rules and, therefore, cannot be depreciated
under MACRS, then the original date placed in service determines the correct deprecia-
tion method to use:

Section 30: Tax Credit for Qualified Electric Vehicles

The Energy Policy Act of 1992 created a 10% credit for qualified electric vehicles
placed in service after June 30, 1993, and before the year 2005, of up to $4,000 (IRS
Code Sec. 30). The Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act extended the credit to pur-
chases through December 31, 2006. The 2005 Energy Bill sunsets the deduction for cer-
tain clean fuel vehicles and refueling property after 2005 instead of after 2006 as had
previously been scheduled but new credits for alternative fuel powered vehicles were
introduced in this bill.

The depreciable basis of the asset is reduced by the full amount of the credit. Any por-
tion of a qualified vehicle that is expensed under IRS Code Sec. 179 is not eligible.

If an amount of the Section 30 credit is not used in the year in which it is claimed—
because of the lack of tax liability—it is lost. Any unused credit may not be carried back
or forward.

How To:

The Section 30 credit for qualified electric vehicles is claimed on IRS Form 8834.

Section 30 Recapture Rules
The Section 30 credit must be recaptured if, within 3 years from the date the vehicle was
placed in service, it ceases to qualify as an electric vehicle. A disposition of the vehicle
does not trigger recapture unless the seller knows that it will be modified in such a way
that it will no longer qualify for the credit.

How To:

The amount to be recaptured is:

The original amount of the Section 30 credit times:

Date First Placed 
in Service Depreciation Method

Before 1981 Pre-ACRS methods: SL or DB and based on useful life

After 1980 ACRS unless MACRS is less
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Section 30: Tax Credit for Qualified Electric VehiclesIV
• 100%, if the recapture event occurs within the first full year after it is placed in ser-
vice.

• 66 2/3%, if the recapture event occurs within the second full year after it is placed in
service.

• 33 1/3%, if the recapture event occurs within the third full year after it is placed in
service.

The recapture amount is included in taxable income for the year in which the recapture
event occurs. It will also increase the basis of the property.

We have included IRS Code Section 30 in Section VII: “Quick Reference.”
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Tax Credits for Fixed Assets
In this section:

Investment Tax Credit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-71
ITC Recapture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-71

Investment Tax Credit

The investment tax credit (ITC) provides several tax credits that are available for fixed
assets. As a reminder, a tax credit reduces the amount of tax to be paid, whereas a tax
deduction reduces the amount of net income subject to tax. A general tax credit of 6% or
10% was available for a wide range of qualifying assets placed in service 1976 through
1985. Since then, the ITC has been focused on specific types of property. Current credits
include:

• Qualified rehabilitation credit

• Energy credit

• Qualifying advanced coal project credit

• Qualifying gasification project credit

• Qualifying advanced energy project credit

Each credit is determined separately and has different provisions. The amount of each
credit varies and can range from 10%-30% of the asset's cost. Generally, when a credit is
claimed on an asset, the asset's depreciable basis is reduced by the amount of the credit.
Furthermore, most credits claimed on fixed assets are temporary and are only available
for a limited time period.

The investment tax credit is claimed on Form 3468 and is a component of the General
Business Credit.

ITC Recapture

When an asset, for which ITC was taken, is disposed of before the end of its estimated
life, a portion of the ITC is added back to the tax liability, also known as the ITC recap-
ture. The ITC recapture amount is calculated by multiplying the ITC taken by a recap-
ture percentage which is based on how long the asset was held. The ITC recapture is
reported on Form 4255. If the asset's basis was reduced for the original ITC, a percent-
age of the recaptured amount must be added back to the asset's basis.
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Passenger Automobiles and Other 
Listed Property
In this section:

Definition of Listed Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-73
Qualified Business Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-75
Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-78
Luxury Automobiles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-82
Leased Listed Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-90
Record-Keeping Requirements for Listed Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-96

When you think of listed property, that is a good way of remembering some of the
included categories, although listed property encompasses much more. Properties that
lend themselves to personal use are listed property (IRS Code Sec. 280F). The most
common type of listed property is passenger automobiles.

There are special rules for the depreciation of listed property, as well as record-keeping
requirements, which differ from other types of property. These special rules cannot be
avoided by leasing listed property, since there are specific limitations on leasing
arrangements as well.

The limitations on the amounts of depreciation that may be claimed on listed property
are based on the type of property (a passenger car, defined below, will always be lim-
ited) and by type of use (qualified business use is explained below). Furthermore, for
this purpose, “depreciation” includes the Section 179 expense deduction as well.

Definition of Listed Property

Listed property consists of the following property placed in service after June 18, 1984:

• Passenger automobiles.

• Any other type of transportation property.

• Any property generally used for entertainment, recreation, or amusement.

• Any computer and related peripheral equipment. *

• Any cellular telephone or similar telecommunications equipment. **
* The Tax Cuts and Jobs Acts removes computers and related peripheral equipment from their current classifi-

cation as listed property under Code Section 280F for tax years beginning after December 31, 2017.

**   The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 removes cell phones and similar personal communication devices from
their current classification as list property under Code Section 280F for tax years beginning after December
31, 2009.
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Definition of Listed PropertyIV
Passenger Automobiles
A passenger automobile is any four-wheeled vehicle intended by the manufacturer to be
primarily used on public streets, roads, and highways and is placed in service after June
18, 1984. Such a vehicle is rated at 6,000 pounds or less of unloaded gross vehicle
weight. Trucks and vans are treated the same as automobiles under this rule if their gross
vehicle weight is 6,000 pounds or less. A passenger automobile includes all parts, com-
ponents, or items physically attached to the automobile or traditionally included in the
purchase price of the vehicle.

Note: Although such automobiles are referred to as “luxury” vehicles, they do not have
to be luxurious in any way.

A passenger automobile does not include:

• Ambulances.

• Hearses.

• Any vehicle used directly in a business that transports people or property for hire
(e.g., taxis, limousine services, etc.).

• Certain commuter highway vehicles placed in service before 1986 (IRS Code Sec.
46(c)(6)(B)).

• Qualified nonpersonal use vehicles.

Other Transportation Property
Other transportation property includes trucks, buses, boats, airplanes, trains, motorcy-
cles, and any other vehicles used for transporting people or goods.

It does not include transportation property that by its nature is not likely to be used more
than a minimal amount for personal purposes. Examples of such vehicles are police and
fire vehicles (including unmarked police vehicles if their use is officially authorized),
cement mixers, dump trucks, garbage trucks, forklifts, refrigerated trucks, moving vans,
and any vehicle designed to carry cargo with a loaded gross vehicle weight over 14,000
pounds. Delivery trucks are not included if they have seating for the driver only or for
the driver only plus a folding jump seat. School buses are never included, nor are other
buses with a seating capacity of 20 or more passengers.

Property Used for Entertainment
Property used for entertainment, recreation, or amusement includes property such as
photographic, phonographic, communication, and video recording equipment. It does
not include such property, however, if it is used either exclusively at the business estab-
lishment or in connection with a principal trade or business.
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Computers and Peripheral Equipment
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Acts removes computers and related peripheral equipment from
their current classification as listed property under Code Section 280F for tax years
beginning after December 31, 2017.

Computers and peripheral equipment are listed property unless they are used exclusively
at the business establishment. Peripheral equipment is any auxiliary machine (whether
on-line or off-line) that is designed to be controlled by the central processing unit of a
computer.

Computer or peripheral equipment does not include:

• Equipment that is an essential part of other property that is not a computer.

• Typewriters, calculators, copiers, and similar equipment.

• Equipment used mainly for the user’s amusement or entertainment.

Telecommunications Equipment
The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 removes cell phones and similar personal commu-
nication devices from their current classification as list property under Code Section
280F for tax years beginning after December31, 2009.

All cellular telephones and similar telecommunications equipment qualify as listed
property if either placed in service or leased in tax years beginning after 1989.

Qualified Business Use

If listed property is not used predominantly for business, the amount of depreciation
claimed will be limited and no Section 179 expense deduction will be allowed. To be
used predominantly for business means that the property must be used more than 50% of
the time for “qualified business use” during any tax year. This is referred to as either the
“predominant use test” or the “more than 50% test.”

Note: When we speak of qualified business use and its predominant use test, keep in mind
that these are specialized terms used in connection with listed property only. Earlier, both
in our previous explanations of the “Elements of Depreciation,” page I-7, and again in
“Depreciable Basis Determination for Midquarter,” page IV-47, we discuss “depreciable
basis,” which includes that portion of the property’s basis that is used in the business rath-
er than for personal purposes. Here, qualified business use is much more restrictive.
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Qualified Business UseIV
Qualified business use is any use in a trade or business (it cannot simply be held for the
production of income), but does not include:

1. Leasing of property to any more than 5% owner or related party to the extent that it
is used by such owner or related party.

Note: See the discussion of related parties under the “Anti-Churning Rules,” page
IV-66, except substitute “more than 50%” ownership for the “more than 10%” own-
ership used for the anti-churning rules.

2. Use of property as compensation for services performed by:

a. Any more than 5% owner or related party, or

b. Any other person. However, unlike the more than 5% owner or related party, if
the value of the property’s use is included in the person’s taxable income, such
use will still be included as qualified business use.

Note: If an aircraft is used at least 25% of the time for qualified business use, the above
exclusions do not apply. Any use by a more than 5% owner or related party will be con-
sidered qualified business use (IRS Code Sec. 280F(d)(6)(C)(ii)).

Example: A business uses a computer 50% of the time to manage its investments (usu-
ally off site), 40% of the time in its consumer research business, and 10% of the time for
an employee to play games on it (such time is not considered compensation for ser-
vices).

Result: The qualified business use does not exceed 50% and the computer, therefore,
fails the predominant use test. However, its depreciable basis will be 90% of its acquired
value: 50% that is used for investment purposes plus the 40% that is used for business
purposes.

Example: A business owns several vehicles that are used for business purposes, but that
the employees are allowed to use occasionally for personal use. The value of any such
use is added to the employees’ gross income and tax is withheld.

Result: Since the personal use is reported as income to the employees, the vehicles are
considered to be used 100% of the time in qualified business use.

Example: Same as above, except that instead of employees using the vehicles, they are
being used occasionally for personal use by the two 50% shareholders.

Result: Even though the value of the vehicles’ use is being added to the shareholders’
gross income, because the two shareholders are more than 5% owners, any personal use
by them will not be considered qualified business use.
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Qualified Business Use IV
The Predominant Use Test Requires Allocation
If any property is used for more than one purpose, its use must be allocated to the vari-
ous functions for which it is used. For transportation vehicles, you may allocate their
usage based on mileage. For all other property, the allocation should be made based on
units of time.

Note: Commuting cannot be qualified business use even if work, such as a business call
or a meeting, is performed during the trip. Also, if the vehicle has an advertising display
on it, that will not convert any otherwise personal use to business use.

Example: XYZ Corporation has a vehicle that is driven by the 100% shareholder to and
from work. The vehicle has the company’s logo painted on the side. The value of the
vehicle’s use is reported to the shareholder as income and tax is withheld. The vehicle
was driven 20,000 miles this tax year, of which 10,000 was for the shareholder’s com-
mute.

Result: Since the vehicle is used by a more than 5% owner, the mileage it is driven for
commuting purposes is not qualified business use, even though its value is reported as
income and tax is withheld. It is also of no importance that the company’s logo is on the
vehicle. To compute the vehicle’s qualified business-use percentage:

Therefore the vehicle does not pass the 50% test, since the qualified business use must
be more than 50%.

Example: XYZ has a desktop computer that it allows its employees to use at home for
personal purposes after hours (this is not considered compensation for services). This
past tax year, the computer was used for 2,500 hours, of which 2,000 were used strictly
in the business.

Result: The qualified business use exceeds 50%:

However, only 80% of the asset’s basis may be depreciated this year, as the personal use
portion does not qualify for depreciation purposes.

Applying the Predominant Use Test
If listed property is used more than 50% for qualified business use the first year it is
placed in service, for each tax year thereafter, a new determination must continue to be
made to see if it still passes the predominant use test. This must be done every year dur-
ing the longer straight-line recovery period, which would have been required if the prop-
erty had failed the test (see the next segment, “Depreciation Limitations on Listed
Property,” page IV-78).

10,000 qualified business use miles
20,000 total miles driven for year

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 50%=

2,000 hours used in the business
2,500 hours of total use

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 80%=
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Depreciation Limitations on Listed PropertyIV
Example: Five-year ACRS class property is placed in service in 1985 and is used 100%
for qualified business use.

Result: The predominant use test must be applied each year for 12 years, since that is
the recovery period it would have been depreciated over had it previously failed the test.
This continues to hold true even after the property is fully depreciated at the end of its
5-year recovery period.

Once listed property fails the more than 50% use test, the straight-line method must be
used for that year and all later years. This is true even if the qualified business use
increases to over 50%. Straight-line depreciation must continue to be used.

Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property

If any listed property is not used more than 50% in qualified business use, the Section
179 expense may not be elected for it and the property must be depreciated under the
straight-line method.

If the property was placed in service after 1986, it must be depreciated under the
MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS). Under ADS, the property will be
depreciated using the straight-line method, generally over a longer recovery period (see
Section IV: “Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS).” for a
complete description of the ADS method).

If the property was placed in service before 1987, determine the ACRS class of property
and depreciate it using the straight-line method over the following periods:

If you are required to use the above recovery periods for ACRS listed property, use the
percentages from Tables ALP 1 and 2 in the back of this guide for computing deprecia-
tion.

Note: The required use of straight-line depreciation for listed property does not constitute
an “election.” Therefore, it will not have to be used for all property with the same class
life.

Class of Property
Recovery Period 

for Listed Property

3-year property 5 years

5-year property 12 years

10-year property 25 years

18- or 19-year real property 40 years
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Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property IV
Any improvements made to listed property that are capitalized (i.e., recorded as depre-
ciable assets) must be depreciated under the same method as the listed property to which
they are attached and are subject to the same limitations.

Since the predominant business use test must be applied each tax year, listed property
may initially fail the test either in the year it is first placed in service or in any subse-
quent year during its recovery period.

Predominant Use Test Failed in Year Property Is Placed in Service
If during the first tax year when listed property is placed in service, it is not used more
than 50% of the time in qualified business use, the property is not eligible for the Sec-
tion 179 expense deduction. Depreciation must be computed according to ADS if it is
MACRS property, or by straight-line ACRS over the listed property recovery lives if it
is ACRS property.

Example: XYZ buys a computer for $5,000 and uses it:

• 40% of the time in the business,

• 35% for investment purposes (i.e., held to produce income) for the business, and

• 25% for personal use by a shareholder at home.

Result: Since the qualified business use is only 40%, XYZ cannot elect the Section 179
expense deduction and must use the ADS method for depreciating the computer. The
computer has a 5-year recovery period under ADS. Only the business use portion of the
asset may be depreciated:

40% + 35%* = 75%

1/5 x 5,000 x 75% (business use portion) x 6/12 (half-year convention) = $375

* Even though the 35% portion used for investment purposes of the business constitutes business use for claim-
ing depreciation, it does not constitute qualified business use for the listed property’s predominant business
use test.

Later Years’ Deductions
As stated earlier, once listed property fails the predominant use test, the straight-line
method must continue to be used for the remainder of its straight-line recovery period.
However, additional consideration needs to be given if, in a later year during the recov-
ery period, the property’s personal use is either reduced or eliminated. When this occurs,
you will need to determine if there is any unrecovered basis still to depreciate in that
later year.

How To:

To make this determination, compute depreciation for the earlier tax years as if the prop-
erty had been used 100% for business (per IRS Reg. 1.280F-4T(a)(1)).
Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals                                                                                                                     IV-79



Section IV: Chapter 4: Passenger Automobiles and Other Listed Property
Depreciation Limitations on Listed PropertyIV
Example: Assume that the computer in the previous example is depreciated for its full
recovery period and that its use remained the same. Each year, therefore, only 75% of
the otherwise allowable depreciation was deducted. In the year following the recovery
period, the asset is changed to being used 100% in business.

Result: No more depreciation may be taken on the asset. If the asset had been used
100% in business, it would have been fully depreciated after 6 years (5-year MACRS
property is depreciated in 6 years due to the use of the half-year convention). Therefore,
there is no remaining basis to be recovered.

Predominant Use Test Failed in Subsequent Tax Year
Sometimes although listed property is used predominantly for qualified business use
when it is first placed in service, during a later year that use may fall to 50% or less. If
this occurs during any year during its recovery period (and remember that you must
make this determination during the longer recovery period, as if ADS or straight-line
ACRS is being used), depreciation recapture occurs, and income will need to be recog-
nized.

The amount of income to be recognized (with the same amount also to be added back to
the property’s depreciable basis) is the difference between the amount of depreciation
previously taken (before failing the more than 50% test) and the amount of depreciation
that would have been allowed had the property failed the more than 50% use test the
first year it was placed in service.

Note: When calculating depreciation recapture for listed property, you use only the de-
preciation amounts for the tax years before the first tax year in which the property was
not predominantly used for qualified business use. This is different, therefore, from com-
puting depreciation recapture for nonlisted property. For the latter, you include the year
in which the recapture is triggered.
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How To:

* If the Section 179 expense deduction was claimed but not expensed, due to the taxable income limit, any out-
standing carryover is not included here and is eliminated from the carryover amount available.

** For MACRS property, use the same averaging convention as originally used in the year the property was
placed in service and the percentages in Tables M 8–12. If it is ACRS property, use the special listed property
recovery periods, described earlier under “Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property,” page IV-78, and the
percentages in Tables ALP 1 and 2 (the half-year averaging convention is built into the tables).

Example: In 2000, a business places in service a computer, costing $11,000, which it
uses 100% for qualified business use. It elected to expense $6,000 of its cost per Section
179 and the half-year convention applies. In 2001, the qualified business use drops to
40%.

Result: A computer is 5-year property for both regular MACRS and the ADS method.

Example: In 1986, a business places in service a copier costing $20,000. It is used
100% for qualified business use until 1994, when it is used 60% for personal use. Using
ACRS, it is 5-year property and is fully depreciated.

Accelerated Depreciation Taken to Date (i.e., 
before failing the more than 50% use test) =

plus Any Section 179 Expense (but only if actually 
deducted*) =

Subtotal =

minus Straight-Line Depreciation: ADS or SL ACRS 
(computed from year 1 of the asset’s recovery 
period)** = (              )

equals Amount of Depreciation Recapture (to be 
recognized as income and added back to the 
asset's depreciable basis) =

Accelerated Depreciation Taken:
1/5 x $5,000 x 2 x 6/12 = $1,000

plus Any Section 179 Expense Deduction = 6,000

Subtotal = $7,000

minus Straight-Line Depreciation:
1/5 x $11,000 x 6/12 = (1,100)

equals Amount of Depreciation Recapture = $5,900
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Luxury AutomobilesIV
Result: Being 5-year ACRS property, it has a recovery period of 12 years for
straight-line purposes for depreciating listed property. (See Table ALP 1 on page VI-49
for the straight-line percentages used below.)

In 1994, the $7,200 of depreciation recapture is added to taxable income and the basis of
the asset is increased by the same amount. The 1994 depreciation deduction is:

$20,000 x 8% (9th year percentage) x 40% (business-use percentage) = $640

Summary of Depreciation Limits
The depreciation limits on listed property, when it is not used 100% for business pur-
poses, are summarized below:

Luxury Automobiles

A passenger automobile, as defined earlier, is frequently referred to as a “luxury auto-
mobile.” This is not “luxury” as defined by a car dealership, but rather by the IRS Code
Section 280F. If, for example, a Cadillac were to weigh more than 6,000 pounds, it
would not be deemed a luxury automobile for tax purposes. However, it may still be
included as listed property under “other transportation property.”

Although luxury automobiles are listed property and subject to the predominant use test
(the over 50% use test), they are also subject to some additional depreciation limitations,
which are applied first. For passenger automobiles acquired after June 18, 1984, there is

Accelerated Depreciation Taken = $20,000

minus Straight-Line Depreciation:
Year 1: 1986: $20,000 x 4%
Years 2–5: 1987–1990:
 $20,000 x 9% = 1,800
        x 4 years
Years 6–8: 1991–1993:
 $20,000 x 8% = 1,600
        x 3 years

=

=

=

$   800

7,200

4,800

SL Depreciation through 1993 = (12,800)

equals Amount of Depreciation Recapture = $  7,200

Use Result

50% or Less Business Use from first year placed in 
service

No Section 179 Expense 
Straight-Line Depreciation

Changing to 50% or Less Business Use after first year 
of use

Recapture of Depreciation 
Straight-Line Depreciation
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a maximum amount of depreciation that may be claimed. Here, also, “depreciation”
includes any Section 179 amount.

If there are any improvements made to a luxury automobile that must be capitalized,
these maximum depreciation limits are applied to the combination of the automobile
plus improvements. The only exception to this rule applies to the installation of a device
that converts a nonclean-fuel vehicle into a clean-fuel vehicle. According to the Tax-
payer Relief Act of 1997, the cost of such a device is not subject to the luxury auto limits
for vehicles placed in service after August 5, 1997 and before January 1, 2005. How-
ever, the rest of the vehicle’s cost continues to be subject to the limitations.

Note: There is a special credit available for qualified electric vehicles. Under IRS Code
Sec. 30, there is a 10% credit of up to $4,000 for qualifying electric vehicles placed in
service after June 30, 1993, and before the year 2007. For more information, see “Section
30: Tax Credit for Qualified Electric Vehicles,” page IV-69.

Sport Utility Vehicles
Sport Utility Vehicles, defined as having a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 6,000
pounds and less than 14,000 pounds, do not fall under the luxury auto rules of Section
280F. SUVs are not subject to the annual depreciation limits because they are not con-
sidered passenger automobiles. However, the “American Jobs and Creation Act” limits
the Section 179 expense to $25,000 that can be taken on SUVs placed in service after
October 22, 2004. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 increases the limit annually for
inflation, starting with tax years beginning in 2019.

Light Trucks and Vans
On July 7, 2003, the IRS published temporary regulations that will benefit taxpayers who
purchase and use light trucks or vans for valid business purposes. First, the depreciation
limitaitons will be increased for light trucks and vans, and second, trucks and vans used in
a specified manner will be exempt from the limits.

Increase in 280F(a) limitations for light trucks and vans
Section 280F(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 limits the annual depreciation
deductions for passenger automobiles purchased for use in business. Passenger automo-
biles are defined in Section 280F(d)(5)(A) as any 4-wheeled vehicle rated at 6,000
pounds unloaded gross vehicle weight (or, in the case of a truck or van, 6,000 pounds
gross vehicle weight) or less.

For automobiles placed in service after December 31, 2007 and before January 1, 2018,
the annual limits are increased by $8,000 (if the 168 first-year bonus is taken). 
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Section 280F(a) exclusion for certain light trucks and vans

Treasury and the IRS concluded that an exclusion from the Section 280F(a) depreciation
limits for trucks, vans and other vehicles used in a specified manner is appropriate as
long as it is based on objective factors and does not provide an incentive to purchase a
truck or van when a less expense automobile would meet the taxpayer’s business needs.
Therefore the temporary regulations exclude vans and light trucks purchased on or after
July 7, 2003 from the depreciation limitations if it is a qualified nonpersonal use vehicle
as defined in Section 1.274-5T(k)(2) and Section 1.274-5T(k)(7). Section
1.274-5T(k)(2) is a list of 17 vehicles including bucket trucks, qualified moving vans
and refrigerator trucks.

Treasury Decision 9133 and the final regulations, issued June 25, 2004, went one step
beyond and retroactively reclassified qualified nonpersonal use vehicles as not falling
under the Code Section 280F depreciation dollar caps. T.D. 9133 paves the way for
increased Section 179 expense deduction to be taken for qualified nonpersonal use vehi-
cles for tax year 2003 and going forward. Qualified nonpersonal use vehicles are defined
as light trucks and vans that have been specially modified for business purposes and by
reason of their nature and design are not likely to be used more than a de minimus
amount for personal use.

Depreciation Limitations on Luxury Automobiles
The depreciation limitation for luxury automobiles takes precedence over the amount
that may be claimed because of the predominant use test. Furthermore, the amount of
depreciation allowed on a luxury automobile is based on the date on which the automo-
bile is placed in service by the taxpayer. The dollar limitations each year are adjusted by
inflation.

Automobile Placed in 
Service Maximum Depreciation 1

After Before Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Add’l 

Years 2

6/18/84 1/1/85 4,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000

12/31/84 4/3/85 4,100 6,200 6,200 6,200 6,200

4/2/85 1/1/87 3,200 4,800 4,800 4,800 4,800

12/31/86 1/1/89 2,560 4,100 2,450 1,475 1,475

12/31/88 1/1/91 2,660 4,200 2,550 1,475 1,475

12/31/90 1/1/92 2,660 4,300 2,550 1,575 1,575

12/31/91 1/1/93 2,760 4,400 2,650 1,575 1,575

12/31/92 1/1/94 2,860 4,600 2,750 1,675 1,675

12/31/93 1/1/95 2,960 4,700 2,850 1,675 1,675
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1 This chart is based on a 12-month tax year and 100% business use. Therefore, if either is not the case, these
amounts will need to be adjusted. See “How To” below.

2 Notice that regardless of the auto’s recovery period (3 years for ACRS and 5 years for MACRS), you may
continue to depreciate a luxury auto for however many years it takes until the full basis is completely depreci-
ated.

3 The Job Creation and Worker Assistance Act of 2002 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by $4,600
for autos purchased after September 10, 2001 for which the additional 30% first-year depreciation deduction
was claimed. The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act increases the auto limitation by $7,650 for
autos purchased after May 5, 2003 for which the 50% or 30% additional first-year depreciation deduction was
claimed. Refer to the rules in “Bonus Depreciation,” page IV-62, for more information on this special
first-year depreciation deduction.

4 The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by $8,000 for autos pur-
chased between January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2008 for which the additional 50% first-year depreciation
deduction was claimed. 

5 The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by
$8,000 for autos placed in service during 2009 for which the additional 50% first-year depreciation deduction
was claimed.

12/31/94 1/1/97 3,060 4,900 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/96 1/1/98  3,160 5,000 3,050 1,775 1,775

12/31/97 1/1/99 3,160 5,000 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/98 1/1/00 3,060 5,000 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/99 1/1/04 3,060 3 4,900 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/03 1/1/05 2,960 4,800 2,850 1,675 1,675

12/31/04 1/1/06 2,960 4,700 2,850 1,675 1,675

12/31/05 1/1/07 2,960 4,800 2,850 1,775 1,775

12/31/06 1/1/08 3,060 4,900 2,850 1,775 1,775

12/31/07 1/1/09 2,960 4 4,800 2,850 1,775 1,775

12/31/08 1/1/10 2,960 5 4,800 2,850 1,775 1,775

12/31/09 1/1/12 3,060 6 4,900 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/11 1/1/15 3,160 6 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/14 1/1/16 3,160 6 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/15 1/1/17 3,160 7 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/16 1/1/18 3,160 7 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/17 1/1/19 10,000 8 16,000 9,600 5,760 5,760

Automobile Placed in 
Service Maximum Depreciation 1

After Before Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Add’l 

Years 2
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6 The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by $8,000 for autos placed
in service during 2010 for which the additional first-year depreciation deduction was claimed. The Tax Relief,
Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation of 2010 increases the first-year luxury auto limi-
tation by $8,000 for autos placed in service during 2011 and 2012 for which the additional first-year deprecia-
tion deduction was claimed. The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 increases the first-year luxury auto
limit by $8,000 for autos placed in service during 2012 and 2013 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus
is claimed. The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act of 2014 increases the first-year luxury auto limit by $8,000
for autos placed in service during 2014 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus is claimed.

7 The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 increases the first-year luxury auto limit by $8,000 for
autos placed in service during 2015-2017 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus is claimed. 

8 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 nearly triples the luxury auto limits for 2018 along with the additional first
year bonus of $8,000. The first-year amount for 2018 with bonus is $18,000.

1 Note: The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by $8,000 for light
trucks and vans purchased between January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2008 for which the additional 50%
first-year depreciation deduction was claimed. 

2 The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by
$8,000 for autos placed in service during 2009 for which the additional 50% first-year depreciation deduction
was claimed.

3 The Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 increases the first-year luxury auto limitation by $8,000 for autos placed
in service during 2010 for which the additional first-year depreciation deduction was claimed. The Tax Relief,

Truck or Van Placed 
in Service Maximum Depreciation

After Before Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Add’l 
Years

12/31/02 1/1/04 3,360 5,400 3,250 1,975 1,975

12/31/03 1/1/05 3,260 5,300 3,150 1,875 1,875

12/31/04 1/1/07 3,260 5,200 3,150 1,875 1,875

12/31/06 1/1/08 3,260 5,200 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/07 1/1/09 3,160 1 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/08 1/1/10 3,060 2 4,900 2,950 1,775 1,775

12/31/09 1/1/11 3,160 3 5,100 3,050 1,875 1,875

12/31/10 1/1/12 3,260 3 5,200 3,150 1,875 1,875

12/31/12 1/1/14 3,360 3 5,400 3,250 1,875 1,875

12/31/13 1/1/15 3,460 3 5,500 3,350 1,975 1,975

12/31/14 1/1/16 3,460 3 5,600 3,350 1,975 1,975

12/31/15 1/1/17 3,560 4 5,700 3,350 2,075 2,075

12/31/16 1/1/18 3,560 4 5,700 3,450 2,075 2,075

12/31/17 1/1/19 10,000 5 16,000 9,600 5,760 5,760
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Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation of 2010 increases the first-year luxury auto limi-
tation by $8,000 for autos placed in service during 2011 and 2012 for which the additional first-year deprecia-
tion deduction was claimed. The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 increases the first-year luxury auto
limit by $8,000 for autos placed in service during 2012 and 2013 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus
is claimed. The Taxpayer Increase Prevention Act of 2014 increases the first-year luxury auto limit by $8,000
for autos placed in service during 2014 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus is claimed.

4 The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 increases the first-year luxury auto limit by $8,000 for
autos placed in service during 2015-2017 for which the additional 168 first-year bonus is claimed. 

5 The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 nearly triples the luxury auto limits for 2018 along with the additional first
year bonus of $8,000. The first-year amount for 2018 with bonus is $18,000.

Note: The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 included two provisions that affect the luxury au-
tomobile limits:

• It tripled (approximately) the luxury automobile limits on depreciation allowed for
electric automobiles.

• Where a vehicle is modified to burn clean fuel, the cost of the installed device that
converts a non-clean fuel vehicle into a clean-fuel vehicle is no longer subject to the
luxury automobile limits. However, the rest of the vehicle’s cost continues to be
subject to the limitations.

Both of the above provisions were effective for vehicles placed in service after August
5, 1997 and before January 1, 2007. Note that there is a fundamental difference between
the kinds of property covered in these two provisions. In the first provision, the vehicle,
an electric car, is originally designed and built by the manufacture to use a clean fuel. In
the second provision, the vehicle is modified to burn clean fuel after it is built.

The above charts are appropriate for electric vehicles placed in service after 2006.
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The process should proceed as follows:

How To:

If placed in service in current year:

1. Look at the chart on the preceding page and determine the maximum amount of
depreciation that may be taken, based on the date placed in service and the year of
the recovery period. If this is a short tax year, multiply the amount in the chart by the
following fraction:*

* Note: If the 30%, 50%, or 100% first-year depreciation deduction was claimed, the additional $4,600,
$7,650, or $8,000 does NOT have to be prorated for the short year.

2. Apply the predominant use test to the property:

2A. If the qualified business use is more than 50%, go to Step 3, or

2B. If the qualified business use is 50% or less, compute depreciation under ADS,
without any limitations,* except for the applicable averaging convention, and go
to Step 4.

3. Compute depreciation using regular MACRS (or one of the elective MACRS depre-
ciation methods if preferred), without any limitations,* except for the applicable
averaging convention.
* If this is a short tax year, the applicable averaging convention may need to be adjusted (for determining

the correct calculation, see Chapter 2, MACRS, and the segment on “Short Tax Years,” page IV-57). Do
not adjust, however, for the property being used less than 100% for business if this is the case, as this
adjustment will be handled in Step 5.

4. Compare the amount in Step 1 with Step 2B or 3 and use the smaller amount.

5. Determine the business-use percentage (the portion of the property not used for per-
sonal purposes) and multiply this by the result of Step 4. The result is the amount of
depreciation allowed this year.

6. If the business claims the 50% special allowance, the 2004 depreciation for the auto-
mobile would increase by $7,650 to a total of $10,610 for the year.

Example: In 2012, a business places in service a luxury automobile, costing $40,000
and used 100% in the business. The car is 5-year property and the half-year convention
applies. The tax year consists of 12 months.

Result:

1. Looking at the chart, the maximum amount of depreciation that may be taken this
year is $3,160.

2. Since the auto is used 100% in the business, it passes the predominant use test.

3. Computing depreciation for the year using regular MACRS (DDB):

Number of Months in the Tax Year
12

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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1/5 x $40,000 x 2 x 6/12 = $8,000

4. Comparing Step 1 with Step 3, $3,160 is the lesser amount.

5. Business use is 100%; therefore, depreciation for the year is $3,160.

Note: Claiming the 168 first-year bonus depreciation would decrease the basis to
$32,000 ($40,000 - $8,000). It would be necessary to return to Step 3 to recalculate
depreciation for the year using regular MACRS (DDB):

1/5 x $32,000 x 2 x 6/12 = $6,400

Once again comparing Step 1 with Step 3, $3,160 is still the lesser amount and
along with the special allowance of $8,000, the depreciation for the year would be
$11,160.

Example: Assume the same facts as in the previous example, except that the auto cost
$30,000 and was only used 60% in the business.

Result:

1. Looking at the chart, the maximum amount of depreciation is $3,160.

2. Since the auto is used 60% in the business, it passes the predominant use test of
more than 50% qualified business use.

3. Computing depreciation for the year using regular MACRS (DDB):

1/5 x $30,000 x 2 x 6/12 = $6,000

4. Comparing Step 1 with Step 3, $3,160 is the lesser amount.

5. Business use is 60%; therefore, depreciation for the year is $1,896
($3,160 x 60%).

Example: Assume the same facts as above, except the auto is used only 40% in business
and it is a short tax year of 6 months.

Result:

1. The maximum depreciation per the chart is $3,160. However, since this is a short
year of 6 months:

$3,160 x 6/12 = $1,580 = the maximum amount of depreciation

2. Since the auto is only used 40% in the business, it fails the more than 50% test and
depreciation must be computed under ADS: A 5-year asset also has a 5-year recov-
ery period for ADS.

1/5 x $30,000 x 3*/12 = $1,500
* Since this is a short year, the averaging convention needs to reflect this.

3. Skip to Step 4.

4. Comparing Step 1 with Step 2, $1,500 is the lesser amount.

5. Business use is 40%; therefore, depreciation for the year is $600
($1,500 x 40%).
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TIP
Due to the limitations described above, there is no benefit to electing the Section 179 expense on
luxury automobiles.

How To:

If calculating depreciation on a luxury automobile in a subsequent tax year:

1. Look at the “Maximum Depreciation” Chart on page IV-84, and determine the max-
imum amount of depreciation that may be taken, based on the date placed in service
and the year of the recovery period. If this is a short tax year, multiply the amount in
the chart by the following fraction:

2. Apply the predominant use test to the property:

2A. If the qualified business use is more than 50%, go to Step 3, or

2B. If the qualified business use is 50% or less:

2B(a).Calculate the amount of depreciation recapture (for an explanation of
“How To,” see “Predominant Use Test Failed in Subsequent Tax Year,”
page IV-80, and

2B(b).Compute depreciation either under ADS (if MACRS property) or under
straight-line ACRS over the listed property recovery lives with the per-
centage from Table ALP 1 (if ACRS property) and go to Step 4.*

3. Compute depreciation using regular MACRS or ACRS (or one of the elective meth-
ods if preferred), depending on the year the property was placed in service.*
* If this is a short tax year, the applicable averaging convention may need to be adjusted (if MACRS prop-

erty, see “Property Placed in Service in a Short Year,” page IV-58, and, if ACRS property, see “Short Tax
Years,” page IV-106, for determining the correct calculation). Do not adjust, however, for the property
being used less than 100% in business if this is the case, as this adjustment will be handled in Step 5.

4. Compare the amount in Step 1 with Step 2B(b) or 3 and use the smaller amount.

5. Determine the business-use percentage (the portion of the property not used for per-
sonal purposes) and multiply this by the result of Step 4. The result is the amount of
depreciation allowed this year.

Leased Listed Property

Just as the luxury automobile and other listed property rules limit the available deprecia-
tion deductions for listed property, the leasing limitations are intended to limit the
amount of leasing expense available for such property. We need to consider the conse-
quences to both the lessor and the lessee when discussing leased listed property.

Number of Months in the Tax Year
12

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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For the lessor, the same limitations on the amount of depreciation expense allowed on
listed property, which we have just explained, will not apply if certain conditions are
met. If the lessor is regularly engaged in the business of leasing listed property, the
depreciation limitations will not apply. “Regularly engaged in the business of leasing” is
defined by whether or not the leasing contracts for the listed property are entered into
with some frequency over a continuous period of time. Individual facts and circum-
stances will need to be considered, but an occasional leasing of listed property will not
qualify.

Example: A business has one passenger automobile, which it rents out during the year.

Result: The business is not regularly engaged in the business of leasing, and the limita-
tions for leased listed property will apply.

For the lessee, the limitations on leased listed property are affected by including certain
amounts in income, thereby reducing the lease expense. The limitations apply only if the
lease lasts for a period of 30 days or more. The rules governing the inclusion amount are
different for passenger automobiles (luxury autos) and for other listed property. The
remainder of this segment pertains to the lessee.

Passenger Automobiles
Beginning after June 18, 1984, if a business leases a car for 30 days or more, it may
need to include in income an “inclusion amount.” This inclusion amount is the busi-
ness-use percentage* multiplied by the amount by which the fair market value** of the
leased car exceeds a specified amount. The specified amount, which the car’s fair mar-
ket value must exceed, depends on the date on which the lease starts. The inclusion
amount is then prorated for the number of days that the car is actually leased during the
tax year.
* If the business use (i.e., the use not attributable to personal use) of a leased luxury car is 50% or less, there

may be an additional inclusion amount, based on the fair market value of the car and the date it is first
leased. The following IRS Code Sections are provided as reference (we have not included these tables in this
guide):

** The fair market value is determined on the first day of the lease.

Pre-April 3, 1985
The following steps explain how to compute the inclusion amount for a car that is first
leased after June 18, 1984, but before April 3, 1985.

Date First Leased IRS Code Section

Pre-April 3, 1985 1.280F-5T(d)(2)

April 3, 1985 thru Dec. 31, 1986 1.280F-5T(e)(6)

After December 31, 1986 No additional inclusion when less than 
predominant use
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How To:

1. Determine the Fair Market Value of the leased car on the first day of the lease.

2. Determine the number of tax years for which the car has been leased and subtract
3.*

3. Multiply Step 2 by $6,000 and add $16,500 to the product.

4. Subtract Step 3 from Step 1. This cannot be less than zero.

5. Multiply Step 4 by 6%.

6. If it is either a short tax year or the car was not leased for the full tax year, prorate
Step 5 by the number of days it was leased during the tax year.

7. If the car was not used 100% in business (either in an active trade or business or
held for the production of income), multiply Step 6 by the percentage of business
use.
* The inclusion amount for the first 3 years depended on whether or not the Investment Tax Credit, in effect

at that time, was passed through to the lessee. Therefore, a different percentage was in effect for those
years.

April 3, 1985, Through December 31, 1986
The following steps explain how to compute the inclusion amount for a car that is first
leased after April 2, 1985, but before January 1, 1987.

How To:

1. Determine the Fair Market Value of the leased car on the first day of the lease.

2. Determine the number of tax years for which the car has been leased and subtract 3.

3. Multiply Step 2 by $4,800 and add $13,200 to the product.

4. Subtract Step 3 from Step 1.

5. Multiply Step 4 by 6%.

6. If it is either a short tax year or the car was not leased for the full tax year, prorate
Step 5 by the number of days it was leased during the tax year.

7. If the car was not used 100% in business (either in an active trade or business or
held for the production of income), multiply Step 6 by the percentage of business
use.

Post-1986
If a car is first leased after December 31, 1986, the fair market value must be over
$12,800 ($19,000 for leases beginning in 2013) for there to be a possible inclusion
amount. Each year in a Revenue Procedure, the IRS publishes a new table for determin-
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ing the inclusion amount for automobiles with a lease beginning in the current year. You
can locate the tables by searching the internet for “lease inclusion table 20xx” where xx
is the desired year of the table, i.e. “lease inclusion table 2013” for the 2013 table. To
use these tables, you need to know the fair market value of the leased car on the first day
of the lease. You also need to know the year of the lease the business is now in. The
amounts from the tables also need to be prorated for the number of days that the car was
leased during the tax year.

Note: For the last year of the lease, as long as the lease did not both start and end in the
same tax year, use the dollar amount from the applicable table, but for the preceding tax
year.

Example: A calendar-year business leased a luxury car on April 1, 1998, which had a
fair market value of $32,300 on the first day of the lease. The lease will run for 5 years,
ending March 31, 2003. The car was used 80% for business until 2003, when it is only
used 40% for business purposes.

Result: For tax years 1998 through 2003, the business must include the following
amounts in income:

Other Leased Listed Property
Similar to the rules governing leased luxury automobiles, there are rules for other leased
listed property. Again, there is an inclusion amount based on the fair market value of the
listed property on the first day of the lease term, and the amount of inclusion is deter-
mined differently depending on the date the lease began.

Tax Year
Amount From 

IRS Table Proration Business Use
Inclusion 
Amount

1998 $137 275/365 days 80% $  83

1999 $301 365/365 days 80% $241

2000 $449 366/366 days 80% $359

2001 $540 365/365 days 80% $432

2002 $624 365/365 days 80% $499

2003 $624 90/365 days 40% $  62
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As there are similarities to the leased luxury auto rules, there are also differences. The
inclusion amount for other leased listed property is:

1. Only required when the business use falls to 50% or less.

Note: This is different, since the business use for luxury autos can be 100% and the
income inclusion will still be required. Furthermore, if the lease on a luxury auto be-
gins prior to 1987, a second and additional inclusion amount is required if the busi-
ness use falls to 50% or less.

2. Only added to income the first year when the business use falls to 50% or less (sub-
sequent years are not affected, although see number 5 below).

3. Prorated based on the actual number of days in the lease term, if the lease term is for
less than 1 year. It is important to point out that this proration is required even if the
short lease term occurs over two consecutive tax years, since this is a one time
inclusion amount.

4. Limited to the sum of all deductible amounts incurred with respect to the leased
listed property for the tax year in which the inclusion amount must be added to
income.

5. Added to the lessee’s income in the next tax year (instead of in the tax year when the
business use first falls to 50% or less) when:

a. The lease term begins within 9 months before the close of the lessee’s tax year
in which the 50% or less business use occurs, and

b. The lease term continues into the lessee’s next tax year.

When the circumstances in 5. above apply, the inclusion amount is determined by using the
applicable percentage taken from the tables for the first year of the lease and multiplying it
 by the average of the business-use percentages for both tax years (IRS Reg.
1.280F-5T(g)(1)). (An example of this is at the end of this segment.)

The Lease Term
For ACRS 18- or 19-year property and for MACRS 27.5-, 31.5-, or 39-year property, the
lease term does not include any options to renew. For all other listed property the options
to renew are included in the lease term. Also, 2 or more successive leases that are part of
the same transaction for the same or substantially the same property are treated as one
lease.

Lease With Option To Buy
A lease with an option for the lessee to purchase the property at the end of the lease may
be treated either as a lease or as a sales contract, depending on the terms and intent of the
parties. Some of the deciding factors will include whether interest is to be paid, whether
any equity is given, and whether there is a “bargain purchase price” (i.e., less than fair
market value) at the end of the lease term.
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Leased Listed Property IV
Pre-1987
If listed property (other than luxury automobiles) is first leased after June 18, 1984, but
before January 1, 1987, the income inclusion amount is determined by the following for-
mula:

* Tables ALL 1 and 2 are included in the back of this guide for your convenience.

Post-1986
For listed property (other than luxury automobiles) leased after 1986, the lessee must
include in income an inclusion amount, which is the sum of the following:

plus

* This should be the business-use percentage for the first tax year when it drops to 50% or less.

** The average business-use percentage is determined by averaging the business-use percentages for all tax years
in which the property is leased that precede the first tax year in which the business-use percentage is 50% or
less.

Example: On August 15, 1998, a calendar-year business begins leasing a computer with
a fair market value of $10,000. It is a 5-year lease. In 1998 the business use is 50%, and
in 1999 the business use is 90%. All business use is also “qualified” business use, and
the rest of the use is all personal use. In 1999, the business’s deductible rent for the com-
puter is $3,000.

Result: Since the computer is used only 50% for qualified business use, it fails the pre-
dominant use test and ADS straight-line depreciation must be used. The computer is
5-year MACRS property with a 5-year recovery period under ADS.

* Since the lease term began within the last 9 months of the tax year, the business-use percentage is the average
of the 2 years’ percentages (90% + 50%/2), or 70%, and the inclusion amount is added to income in 1999, the
next tax year.

Example: On January 15, 1997, a calendar-year business starts leasing a computer with
a fair market value of $6,000. It is a 3-year lease. In 1997 the business use is 80%, and in
1998 and 1999 the business use is 40%. All business use is also “qualified” business use,
and the rest of the use is personal. In 1998, the business’s deductible rent for the com-
puter is $1,100.

FMV of property
(on 1st day of lease)

Business-use percentage
(all use that is not personal)

 Percentage
(from table*)



$10,000 (FMV) x 70%* x 2.1% (from Table MLL 1) = $147

 plus

$10,000 x 70%* x 0% (from Table MLL 2) = 0

 Inclusion Amount in 1999* = $147

FMV Business use %* Applicable % from Table MLL 1

FMV Average business use %** Applicable % from Table MLL 2
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Result: The inclusion amount must be added to income in 1998, since that is the first tax
year when the business use fell to 50% or less. 1998 is the second year of the lease, and
the computer has a 5-year recovery period for ADS.

* Notice that the percentages in Table MLL 1 are, except for the first year percentages, all negative amounts.

Record-Keeping Requirements for Listed Property

No deduction is allowed for any listed property unless the use is substantiated by ade-
quate records.

For listed property placed in service after June 18, 1984, such records must be kept for
the length of the longer recovery periods required by ADS or the longer ACRS
straight-line recovery periods for listed property, even if the straight-line method is not
required to be used. Remember that the predominant use test must be applied each year
of the straight-line recovery periods to determine if the listed property continues to pass
the predominant use test (i.e., to see if the qualified business use remains over 50%) and,
therefore, whether depreciation recapture will be required.

In order to substantiate all deductions for the listed property, including depreciation
expense, either records, or sufficient evidence to corroborate the taxpayer’s statements,
must prove:

1. The amount of each expenditure for the listed property, such as acquisition cost,
repair expenses, and lease payments.

2. The amount of business use, as well as total use for the tax year, including personal
use (for example, the mileage for all cars, divided between qualified business use,
other business use and personal use).

3. The date for each expense or use.

4. The business or investment purpose for the expense or use.

A contemporaneous log book is not required, but the sooner an expense or use of the
property is recorded after the fact, the more credible the records become. A weekly
accounting is usually recommended.

It is also possible to keep an adequate record for a portion or portions of the tax year and
then use that record to substantiate the business use for the entire year, if it can be
proven that this is a true representation for the full year.

$6,000 (FMV) x 40%* x -7.2% (from Table MLL 1) = – $173

 plus

$6,000 x 70%* x 10% (from Table MLL 2) = 480

 Inclusion Amount in 1998 = $307
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Accelerated Cost Recovery System (ACRS)
In this section:

ACRS Recovery Periods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-98
ACRS Depreciation Methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-99
Calculating ACRS Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-99
Short Tax Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-106
Early Dispositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-108
Property Excluded From ACRS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-109
Changes in How Property Is Used  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-110

The Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 (ERTA) introduced the Accelerated Cost
Recovery System (ACRS). ACRS is a modification of the Asset Depreciation Range
(ADR) method used during the 1970s. It applies to most depreciable property placed in
service after 1980 but before 1987.

Although both MACRS and ACRS “sound” similar, there are major differences between
the two, such as the class life categories, which determine the recovery periods for prop-
erty, depreciation methods allowed, averaging conventions, short-tax year rules, and the
rules governing dispositions.

Both systems do, however, use the same terminology of “recovery periods” and “cost
recovery,” rather than “useful lives” and “depreciation.”

For the most part, ACRS was well received, as it shortened the assets’ depreciable lives
(i.e., recovery periods) and speeded the rate of depreciation (i.e., rate of recovery).
ACRS was created to stimulate capital investment. By 1984, however, times had
changed and the Tax Reform Act of 1984 increased the recovery periods for certain
property.

Although ACRS is mandatory for depreciable property placed in service after 1980 and
before 1987, there are exceptions for certain property, due to either the anti-churning
rules (discussed later), the transitional rules, or a special election. The transitional rules
applied to certain property placed in service after 1986 that because of prior contracts or
construction caused it to be subject to ACRS. Also, there was an election allowed
whereby the taxpayer could use MACRS for qualifying property placed in service after
July 31, 1986, and before January 1, 1987. This election is irrevocable and was made on
a property-by-property basis.

Note: Generally, the recovery period was shorter under ACRS than under MACRS, mak-
ing it the preferable method when there was a choice.
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ACRS Recovery PeriodsIV
Even though assets now acquired are, for the most part, depreciated under MACRS
(there are exceptions that are discussed under the anti-churning rules), many businesses
still have fixed assets that are being depreciated under ACRS. These businesses must
continue to use ACRS until the end of the assets’ recovery periods. Therefore, it is
important to be knowledgeable about ACRS, as well as MACRS. This chapter will give
you a thorough understanding of the treatment of the ACRS property that is still being
depreciated, and will give you a general overview of how these assets were originally
recorded.

ACRS Recovery Periods

There are seven classes of property according to ACRS that determine the property's
recovery period. The assignment to a property class does not have anything to do with
the property’s actual useful life. The recovery periods are set by statute. The following
describes briefly each property class:

Note: The recovery period for real property with a class life of over 12.5 years is depen-
dent on when it was placed in service. This is because the tax laws changed the prescribed
recovery periods for such property twice.

Class Description

3-year Property with a class life of 4 years or less and machinery and equipment used for 
research and development. It includes cars and light trucks (less than 13,000 
pounds), breeding hogs, race horses over 2 years old, and other horses over 12 
years old.

5-year Most personal property with a class life of over 4 years (i.e., personal property 
not included in any other class), single-purpose agricultural structures, and 
petroleum storage facilities (other than buildings). It includes heavy trucks and 
office furniture and equipment.

10-year Real property with a class life of 12.5 years or less, and public utility property 
that is not real property and that has a class life of more than 18 but less than 26 
years. It includes amusement park structures, mobile homes, and railroad tank 
cars.

15-year Real property with a class life of over 12.5 years and placed in service before 
3/16/84, and public utility property with a class life of over 25 years.

15-year Low-income housing (it is given its own class as it has a special depreciation 
rate).

18-year Real property with a class life of over 12.5 years and placed in service after 
3/15/84 and before 5/9/85.

19-year Real property with a class life of over 12.5 years and placed in service after 
5/8/85 and before 1987.
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ACRS Depreciation Methods IV
By using the ADR class lives, determining the ACRS recovery periods for depreciable
property was not that difficult. There were, however, some special rules when determin-
ing the recovery periods for improvements made to real property prior to 1987. Cur-
rently, however, any improvements, additions, or components placed in service after
1986 are depreciated using MACRS, even though the building to which they are
attached is ACRS property.

Note: Prior to ACRS, a business could depreciate its real property using “component de-
preciation.” In other words, each of a building’s components could be depreciated under
a separate depreciation method and life, as compared to the rest of the building (i.e., the
shell). Under ACRS, this was replaced by “composite depreciation,” whereby the build-
ing and all of its components had to use the same recovery period and method. There were
two exceptions to this rule:

1. The first post-1980 (but pre-1987) component, constructed for a building placed in
service before 1981, was treated as a separate ACRS asset. Any such component
was depreciated as 15-, 18-, or 19-year property, depending on when it was placed
in service. Thereafter, all future components added to the same building were depre-
ciated over the same recovery period and method as the first ACRS component.

2. If an improvement to a building was “substantial” (i.e., equal to 25% or more of the
building’s basis), it was treated as a separate building and depreciated over its own
recovery period, using whichever ACRS method the taxpayer wanted, with no cor-
relation to the building’s original ACRS method.

For the rules governing leasehold improvements placed in service after 1980 but before
1987, see “Property Excluded From ACRS,” page IV-109).

ACRS Depreciation Methods

There are two basic methods for depreciating ACRS property:

• Prescribed rates, which use accelerated depreciation, and for which percentage
tables are provided.

• An alternate ACRS method that uses straight-line depreciation over one of three
elective recovery periods. 

Calculating ACRS Depreciation

In using either the percentage tables or the alternate straight-line method, you will be
using the property’s depreciable basis, which is first reduced by any Section 179
expense elected and any Investment Tax Credit basis reduction, but is not reduced by
any previous depreciation taken. Salvage value is ignored for ACRS purposes.
Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals                                                                                                                  IV-99



Section IV: Chapter 5: Accelerated Cost Recovery System (ACRS)
Calculating ACRS DepreciationIV
Basis Reduced by Investment Tax Credit
Qualifying property placed in service after 1982 and before 1986 was subject to Invest-
ment Tax Credit (ITC), which gave the business a choice: it could have taken a lesser
amount of Investment Tax Credit and not reduced the asset’s basis, or it could have
elected to have taken the full amount of allowable Investment Tax Credit and reduced
the asset’s basis by 50% of the credit claimed. Investment Tax Credit was repealed for
property placed in service after 1985.

Note: There is also a required basis reduction for 50% of the allowable energy investment
credit (a 10% credit), and for 100% (50% before 1987) of the investment credit for reha-
bilitating certified historic structures (currently a 20% credit).

If the full amount of Investment Tax Credit was taken (thereby causing the asset’s basis
to be reduced), the amount of the credit depended on the recovery class of the property:

How To:

To determine the amount by which an asset’s basis must be reduced if the full amount of
Investment Tax Credit was taken:

Note: There were several other factors that could have reduced the amount of Investment
Tax Credit and, thus, the amount of the basis reduction:

• The Investment Tax Credit was taken on the asset’s cost, not its basis. If an asset
was acquired by trading in an old asset, the Investment Tax Credit could only be
claimed on the amount of cash paid.

• If the acquired property was purchased as a replacement for an old asset within 60
days of the old asset’s disposition, the business could only claim the credit on the
excess of the cost of the new property over the basis of the old property, unless there
was Investment Tax Credit recaptured on the old property.

• The property’s ITC basis was reduced by any percentage of personal use.

Class of property

Amount of basis on 
which the credit was 

taken*
Amount of 

credit

3-year 60% 10%

4 or more years 100% 10%

Property‘s
ITC Basis

Applicable
Percentage* 10% ITC 50% Basis Reduction=
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Calculating ACRS Depreciation IV
• If the tax liability of the business was more than $25,000 in the year in which the
Investment Tax Credit was claimed, the credit was limited to $25,000 plus 85% of
the excess.

• The credit could not exceed $1,000 for luxury automobiles placed in service before
4/3/85 and $675 for luxury automobiles placed in service after 4/2/85.

Miscellaneous Investment Tax Credit Rules
As you can see from just the above, the Investment Tax Credit, which was quite simple
when first created, became more and more complex. The following are various other
points to remember when depreciating an asset whose basis is reduced due to this credit:

1. There were certain transitional rules whereby qualified property placed in service
after 1985 received Investment Tax Credit. The depreciable basis of such property
was reduced by 100% of the credit claimed. (See IRS Code Sec. 49 for the amount
of credit allowed, as well as which property qualified for it.)

2. If the business elected to depreciate ACRS property over a longer recovery period
under the Alternate ACRS Method (i.e., straight-line), this did not change the prop-
erty’s class for the Investment Tax Credit. For example, depreciating 3-year recov-
ery property over 5 years, under the Alternate ACRS Method, did not change the
amount of basis on which the credit was taken from 60% to 100%.

ACRS Averaging Conventions
A half-year averaging convention is used for 3-, 5-, and 10-year property. All other
property that is real property, uses either a full-month convention (if placed in service
before 6/23/84) or a midmonth convention (if placed in service after 6/22/84). The aver-
aging conventions are built into the percentage tables for you.

• The half-year convention treats all property placed in service as if occurring at the
midpoint of the tax year and allows a half year of depreciation for that year. The
half-year convention also allows a half year of depreciation in the property's final
year, as long as it is still in service. In the year of disposition, no depreciation is
allowed for 3-, 5-, and 10-year property if disposed of before the end of its
recovery period!

• The full-month convention treats all property placed in service during a particular
month as placed in service on the first day of that month. If the asset is disposed of,
it allows no depreciation for the month in which the disposition occurs.

• The midmonth convention treats all property either placed in service or disposed of
as if occurring at the midpoint of the month, thereby allowing a half month of depre-
ciation for the first and final months in which it is in service.

Percentage Tables
For 3-, 5-, and 10-year recovery property, the percentages from the tables below are
applied regardless of when during the year the property was placed in service. For real
property in the 15-, 18-, or 19-year class, the percentage used depends on which month
in the tax year the property is first placed in service.
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Calculating ACRS DepreciationIV
Note: Remember that the averaging conventions are built into the tables for you, so no
further adjustment needs to be made.

Generally, the prescribed rates used in the percentage tables are as follows:

• 150% declining-balance for personal property

• 175% declining-balance for most real property

• 200% declining-balance for low-income housing 

Note: All of the above declining-balance methods will switch to the straight-line method
when that method results in a higher deduction. Again, this is built into the tables for you.

All property with either an ACRS 3-year recovery period (except luxury automobiles) or
an ACRS 5-year recovery period is, by now, fully depreciated.

The ACRS 3-year recovery percentages were:

The ACRS 5-year recovery percentages were:

The ACRS recovery percentages for 10-year property are:

Year 1 25%

Year 2 38%

Year 3 37%

Year 1 15%

Year 2 22%

Years 3-5 21%

Year 1 8%

Year 2 14%

Year 3 12%

Years 4-6 10%

Years 7-10 9%
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The ACRS recovery percentages for 15-year public utility property* are:

* Public utility property with a class life of over 25 years and that is not real property is handled differently from
real property in the same 15-year class. It is, in fact, treated basically the same as 3-, 5-, and 10-year recovery
property and will be given no further detailed explanation in this guide.

The recovery percentages for all other ACRS property are found in the ACRS Percent-
age Tables A 1–15 starting on page 43.

How To:

1. Determine the property’s basis, reduced by any Section 179 expense claimed
(whether or not an actual deduction for the Section 179 amount has yet been taken
due to the taxable income limitation). Do not reduce the basis by any prior year’s
depreciation.
If it is 10-year property or 15-year public utility property, go to Step 2 and stop. If it
is 15-, 18-, or 19-year real property, go to Step 3.

2. If it is either 10-year property or 15-year public utility property, use the percentages
given above and apply the applicable percentage (based on the tax year in which it is
currently in service) to Step 1. This is the depreciation for a full 12-month tax year.

3. If it is 15- (including if it is low-income housing), 18-, or 19-year real property, turn
to “ACRS Percentage Tables,” page VI-41, and:

3A. Choose the correct table based on the date the property was placed in service.

3B. Find the applicable horizontal column by the month of the tax year in which it
was originally placed in service.

3C. Find the applicable vertical column for the tax year in which you are calculating
depreciation for the property.

3D. Apply the applicable percentage to Step 1. This is the depreciation for a full
12-month tax year.

Example: On March 11, 1986, XYZ Corporation placed in service an amusement park
structure (10-year property) costing $10,000.

Year 1 5%

Year 2 10%

Year 3 9%

Year 4 8%

Years 5-6 7%

Years 7-15 6%
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Result: The following depreciation is calculated:

Example: On April 2, 1985, XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service a
building costing $100,000.

Result: This is 18-year recovery property (determined by the date it was placed in ser-
vice) and was put in service during the fourth month of the tax year. The following
depreciation is calculated to date, using the percentages in Table A 5:

Alternate ACRS Method
An election to depreciate ACRS property by the straight-line method, over either the
regular recovery period or a longer recovery period, could have been made on a timely
filed tax return for the year the property was placed in service. This election can only be
revoked with the IRS Commissioner’s consent, which will be given only in extraordi-
nary circumstances.

While this election could be made on a property-by-property basis for most real prop-
erty, for property in the 3-, 5-, and 10-year classes, the election, if made, applied to all
other property in the same class placed in service that year.

Tax Year Depreciation Calculation

1986 $10,000 x   8% = $   800

1987 $10,000 x 14% = $1,400

1988 $10,000 x 12% = $1,200

1989–1991 $10,000 x 10% = $1,000 each year

For 1992 and each of 
the next 3 years (if not 
disposed of)

$10,000 x   9% = $   900 each year

Tax Year Depreciation Calculation

1985 $100,000 x 7% = $7,000

1986 $100,000 x 9% = $9,000

1987 $100,000 x 8% = $8,000

1988 $100,000 x 7% = $7,000

1989 $100,000 x 7% = $7,000

1990 $100,000 x 6% = $6,000

1991 $100,000 x 5% = $5,000

1992 $100,000 x 5% = $5,000
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The following are the choices of recovery periods that could have been made:

* This includes low-income housing.

Based on the above recovery periods available, the straight-line percentages to be used
for a full year’s depreciation are:

* Unlike using the tables, where you must know the tax year in which the property is currently in service in
order to determine the percentage to be used, here the required averaging conventions must be applied to these
percentages. This must be done when electing to use the Alternate ACRS Method over a recovery period of 5,
10, 12, 15, or 25 years and, thereby, using the above percentages.

To apply the half-year convention if you elected straight-line depreciation for property
in the 3-, 5-, or 10-year classes, you would have used one-half of the above percentage
figures in the year it was placed in service, and again in its last year of depreciation, if
the property is still in service. If the property is disposed of before the end of the recov-
ery period, however, it receives no depreciation in the year of disposition.

Example: A business elects to use the Alternate ACRS Method for 5-year ACRS prop-
erty and decides to elect the 5-year recovery period.

Result: The property’s depreciable basis will actually be recovered over 6 years (assum-
ing no short tax years occur): a half year of depreciation (10%) in year 1, followed by 4
full 12-month years of depreciation (20% each year), and finally, another half year of
depreciation (10%) in year 6.

Class Choices for Recovery Periods

  3-year 3, 5, or 12 years

  5-year 5, 12, or 25 years

10-year 10, 25, or 35 years

15-year* 15, 35, or 45 years

18-year 18, 35, or 45 years

19-year 19, 35, or 45 years

Recovery 
Period Percentage*

  5 years 20%

10 years 10%

12 years 8.333%

15 years 6.667%

25 years 4%

18, 19, 35, or 
45 years

Use the ACRS percentage tables at 
the back of this guide for the 
Alternate ACRS Method
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Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service the following two prop-
erties in March of 1986:

1. 5-year property, costing $500, which it elected to depreciate over the Alternate
ACRS Method, using a 12-year recovery period.

2. 19-year real property, costing $100,000, which it elected to depreciate over the
Alternate ACRS Method, using a 35-year recovery period.

Result: For 1986, you need to use the half-year convention for the 5-year property and
the midmonth convention for the 19-year property. However, remember that unlike the
5-year property, the adjustment for the 19-year property, which uses the midmonth con-
vention, is already built into the tables.

Therefore, for 1986, the following depreciation is calculated:

For 1992, the following depreciation is calculated:

Short Tax Years

The ACRS percentages in the tables are all based on a full 12-month tax year. If at any
time a tax year is less than 12 months, the depreciation should be determined for a full
year, and then prorated.

5-Year Property:

12-year straight-line percentage = 8.333%

8.333% x $500 = $42 (rounded)

$42 x 1/2 (half-year convention) = $    21

19-Year Property:

Using Table A 13, the percentage for the first year,
placed in service in the third month, is 2.3%

$100,000 x 2.3% =   2,300

Total 1986 ACRS Deduction = $2,321

5-Year Property:

12-year straight-line percentage = 8.333%

8.333% x $500 = $    42

19-Year Property:

Using Table A 13, the percentage for the 7th year,
placed in service in the third month, is 2.9%

$100,000 x 2.9% =   2,900

Total 1986 ACRS Deduction = $2,942
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How To:

Using the percentage found in the table, apply it to the property’s basis to determine the
deduction for a 12-month year. Multiply this by the following fraction:

Thereafter, you can continue to use the percentage tables in the following years, with no
further adjustment required. The property will still have depreciable basis, however,
after the recovery period has ended. The remaining unrecovered basis (the amount that
could not be deducted in the short tax year) may be deducted in the year following the
recovery period, as long as it does not exceed the amount of the deduction normally
allowed in the last year of the recovery period. If the latter is not the case (probably
due to more than one short tax year occurring during the property’s recovery period), the
remaining basis, in the same amount as allowed in the last year of the recovery period,
may continue to be deducted each year until completely recovered.

The above rules apply to both regular ACRS (accelerated depreciation) and the Alter-
nate ACRS Method (straight-line).

If a short tax year occurs in the year in which the asset is disposed of, no adjustment is
required. However, see the next segment for an explanation of why this is so.

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, places in service 10-year property, costing
$1,000, on January 1, 1982. In 1985, XYZ changed its accounting period to a July 31
year end, and filed a 7-month short-year return.

Number of Months in the Short Year
12

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Result: The following depreciation is calculated:

* No adjustment needs to be made for the half-year averaging convention, since this is already built into the
tables.

Early Dispositions

An early disposition occurs when property is sold, exchanged, retired, abandoned, or
destroyed before the end of its recovery period.

If the early disposition involves 3-, 5-, or 10-year property, no depreciation is allowed
in the year of the disposition!

If the early disposition involves 15-, 18-, or 19-year real property, depreciation is taken
in the year of disposition for the number of months in service and according to the
proper averaging convention. This is best summarized in the chart below:

Note: If the year of disposition is a short tax year, it has no effect on the calculation, since
the 15-, 18-, and 19-year real property is only depreciated for the number of months in
which it is in use.

Tax Year Ending
Depreciation 
Calculation

12/31/82 $1,000 x 8%* = $  80

12/31/83 $1,000 x 14% =   140

12/31/84 $1,000 x 12% =   120

7/31/85 $1,000 x 10% x 7/12 
(7-month short tax year)

=     58

7/31/86 and 1987 $1,000 x 10% =   100 each year

7/31/88 – 7/31/91 $1,000 x 9% =     90 each year

7/31/92 The remaining basis =     42

Dispositions of ACRS Real Property

Class
Averaging 

Convention Result

15-year Full-month No depreciation in month of disposition

18-year in service before 
6/23/84

Full-month No depreciation in month of disposition

18-year in service after 
6/22/84 and 19-year

Midmonth Half month depreciation in month of disposition
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Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service a rental house, costing
$100,000, on February 4, 1984, and sold it on June 2, 1992.

Result: This is 15-year property. Using Table A 1, the full year’s depreciation for 1992
is $100,000 x 6% = $6,000. This amount is then prorated for the 5 months in 1992 (the
month of disposition is not counted):

$6,000 x 5/12 = $2,500, which is the 1992 ACRS deduction.

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, placed in service a rental house, costing
$100,000, on August 9, 1984, and sold it on October 20, 1992.

Result: This is 18-year property, and since it was placed in service after 6/22/84, the
midmonth convention applies. Using Table A 4, the full year’s depreciation for 1992 is
$100,000 x 5% = $5,000. Prorate this for the 9.5 months it was used in 1992 (a half
month’s depreciation is given for the month of disposition):

 $5,000 x 9.5/12 = $3,958

Property Excluded From ACRS

There are certain categories of property that are specifically excluded from being depre-
ciated under ACRS. The following types of property are excluded from ACRS:

1. Any portion of an otherwise depreciable asset for which the Section 179 expense
was elected.

2. Property that the business elected to depreciate over a method that is not based on a
life in years, such as a Production or Use Method, or the Income Forecast Method.

3. Certain pre-1985 motion picture film or videotape.

4. Assets that are amortized (intangible assets and certain leasehold improvements).

Note: For leasehold improvements placed in service after 1980 and before 1987, if
the remaining lease term was shorter than the prescribed ACRS recovery period, the
leasehold improvements were amortized over the lease term, rather than depreciated
over the ACRS recovery period of 15, 18, or 19 years (depending on when the build-
ing was placed in service). The remaining lease term included renewal periods if (a)
the term remaining on the lease (excluding renewal periods) was less than 60% of the
ACRS recovery period and (b) it could not be shown that the lease would not be re-
newed. 

5. Certain public utility property, unless a normalization method of accounting is used.

6. Property subject to the anti-churning rules, explained below.
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Anti-Churning Rules
As previously discussed in Chapter 2 on MACRS, special rules were created to prevent
the “churning,” or conversion, of pre-1981 property into recovery property in order to
claim the larger ACRS depreciation deductions. These rules, which originally were cre-
ated for ACRS property, were continued under MACRS, with some modifications.

Anti-Churning Transactions
To come under the anti-churning rules, and thus not be subject to ACRS, the property
must be acquired after 1980, in one of the following types of transactions:

1. The taxpayer or a related party owned or used the property in 1980.

2. The taxpayer leases the property to an entity (or a related party) that owned or used
the property in 1980.

3. It is personal property that was acquired from someone who owned it in 1980, and as
part of the transaction, the user of the property does not change.

4. It is personal property that was not ACRS property in the hands of the previous
owner from whom acquired, and the user of the property does not change after the
acquisition.

5. It is real property that was acquired in a transaction in which some gain or loss was
not recognized. ACRS only applies to the portion of the basis for which the business
paid cash or gave unlike property.

Note: The first two types of transactions apply to both personal and real property, the
third and fourth transaction types apply only to personal property, and the last transaction
type applies only to real property.

Also, under the anti-churning rules, property is not considered as owned before it is
placed in service. However, the property does not have to be used for business or
income-producing purposes to be considered as placed in service. Thus, if the property
is available for its intended function, even if it is being used personally, it is still consid-
ered as placed in service.

If the anti-churning rules apply, the property should be depreciated under the pre-1981
rules (see the next chapter).

For a discussion of the related party rules for all anti-churning transactions, see “Prop-
erty Excluded From MACRS,” page IV-66.

Changes in How Property Is Used

There are special rules for when a business changes the use of ACRS property (former
IRS Code Sec. 168(f)(13)). If the type of business use changes, the ACRS property class
may change. A good example of this is when ACRS property starts or ceases to be used
for research and development. When this occurs, the property is reclassified, and this
may result in the property acquiring either a shorter or longer recovery period.
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Change to a Shorter Recovery Period
If a change in the use of the property results in its acquiring a shorter recovery period,
the business has a choice. The business may continue to depreciate the property as if the
change did not occur, or it may calculate the depreciation deduction for the year, and all
future years, as if the property was placed in service in the year the change occurred
(IRS Code Reg. 1.168-2(j)(3)(A)). If the latter is chosen, depreciation will be calculated
on the property's adjusted basis (per IRS Code Sec. 1016(a)(2)&(3) that includes an
adjustment for prior year depreciation).

Example: In 1984, a business with 5-year ACRS property costing $1,000, which it had
placed in service the previous year, begins to use the property solely for research and
development.

Result: The change in use for research and development causes the property to be
reclassified from 5-year property to 3-year property:

* $1,000 basis less $150 depreciation previously taken.

Change to a Longer Recovery Period
If a change in the use of the property results in its acquiring a longer recovery period,
depreciation will be calculated as if the property was originally assigned to the longer
recovery class (IRS Code Reg. 1.168-2(j)(3)(B) and 1.168-2(d)(3)). In the year in which
the change occurs, however, depreciation must also be recalculated on the property as if
it had always had the longer recovery period since first placed in service. An adjustment
is then made for the excess depreciation claimed under the originally shorter recovery
period. When making the calculation, no change in the property’s unadjusted basis is
made.

How To:

1. Calculate depreciation on the property as if the property had always used the longer
recovery period percentage.

2. Subtract the result of Step 1 from the amount of depreciation originally calculated
using the shorter recovery period. This determines the excess of depreciation
claimed.

Property 
Class

Recovery 
Year

Depreciabl
e Basis ACRS %

Depreciatio
n

5-year 1983 $1,000 x 15% = $   150

3-year 1984 $   850* x 25% =   212

3-year 1985     850 x 38% =   323

3-year 1986     850 x 37% =   315

Total Depreciation = $1,000
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3. Multiply the result of Step 2 by the current year’s applicable percentage for the now
longer recovery period, divided by the sum of the remaining unused recovery per-
centage:

4. Calculate current year depreciation on the unadjusted basis using the current year’s
applicable percentage for the longer recovery period.

5. Deduct the result of Step 3 from the result of Step 4. This is the amount of allowed
depreciation for the current year.

Example: In 1986, a business with 3-year ACRS property costing $1,000, which it had
placed in service the previous year for use in research and development, converts the
property’s use to its now being used daily in the operation of the business.

Result: The change in the property’s use causes it to be reclassified from 3-year prop-
erty to 5-year property.

Originally, in 1985, depreciation was calculated as follows:

1. Depreciation is recalculated for 1985, using the longer recovery period:

2. *  Subtract the result of Step 1 from the amount of depreciation originally claimed.
This determines that the amount of excess depreciation is $100 ($250 – $150).

3. Multiply the result of Step 2 ($100) by the current year’s (1986) applicable percent-
age for the 5-year recovery period (22%), divided by the sum of the remaining
unused recovery percentage:

4. In 1986, depreciation is calculated as follows, using the second-year percentage
(22%) for 5-year recovery property:

$1,000 x 22% = $220

5. Deduct the result of Step 3 from the result of Step 4:

$220 – $26 = $194 

Property 
Class

Recovery 
Year

Depreciabl
e Basis ACRS %

Depreciatio
n

3-year 1985 $1,000 x 25% = $250*

Property 
Class

Recovery 
Year

Depreciabl
e Basis ACRS %

Depreciatio
n

5-year 1985 $1,000 x 15% = $150*

Result of Step 2
(Excess Deprec.)

Applicable Recovery % for current year
100% minus Sum of prior deprec. % that should have been

claimed (if the longer recovery period had been used)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

$100 (excess depreciation) 22%
100% 15%–
------------------------------- $26=
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Therefore, $194 of depreciation may be taken in 1986.

Note: In order to determine the amount of allowable depreciation on foreign property
(i.e., property used outside of the United States) for which there is a change in use, see
IRS Proposed Reg. 1.168-2(j)(4).
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In this section:

Differences Compared With Recovery Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-116
Depreciation Methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-116
Principles for Calculating Depreciation for Nonrecovery Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-120

Property that is not subject to either ACRS or MACRS is often referred to as “nonrecov-
ery” property. Just as there are still assets being depreciated under ACRS, so are there
assets first placed in service before 1981 and that are still being depreciated according to
the methods available at that time. Such methods must continue to be used until the
property’s depreciable basis has been fully recovered, or until the property’s useful life
has expired.

In addition to property placed in service by a business prior to 1981, there are other situ-
ations that cause property to be classified as nonrecovery. We have already mentioned
that there are certain types of fixed assets that lend themselves better to a depreciation
method not based on a life in years, and for which an election is made to utilize a pro-
duction or use method of depreciation. For other property, the income forecast method
may be used. Also, due to the anti-churning rules, there exists some property that was
originally placed in service prior to 1981 and, although not used in a business until much
later, may not be considered recovery property; for this property, the older methods of
depreciation must be used. Finally, there are certain states that for state income tax pur-
poses have not accepted the federal government's rules for MACRS or ACRS and con-
tinue to use the pre-1981 methods.
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Differences Compared With Recovery Property

There are three basic differences between depreciation for recovery versus nonrecovery
property:

1. Prescribed Life. While the depreciable basis of recovery property is deducted over a
statutory recovery period, for nonrecovery property there is more of a choice. A
business may use the property’s realistic useful life, the class life under the Asset
Depreciation Range System (ADR), or a depreciation method not related to a mea-
surement of time.

Note: The ADR class life can only be used for property placed in service after 1970
(IRS Reg. 1.167(a)-11).

2. Salvage Value. While MACRS and ACRS both recover the property’s entire depre-
ciable basis, nonrecovery property usually has an amount determined to be its sal-
vage value that is not recovered through depreciation.

3. Depreciation Method. While MACRS and ACRS use depreciation methods pre-
scribed by law, nonrecovery property may use any reasonable method of deprecia-
tion. There are, however, a few limitations that will be discussed later in this
chapter.

Depreciation Methods

There are various depreciation methods used for nonrecovery property. Except for cer-
tain limitations, which will be discussed shortly, any reasonable method may be used.

Straight-Line, Declining-Balance, and Sum-of-the-Years’-Digits
The most common depreciation methods used for nonrecovery property are
straight-line, declining-balance, and sum-of-the-years’-digits. All of these are described
in detail in Section III: “Depreciation for Financial Reporting.” To use any of these
methods, you need to first determine the property’s useful life, its depreciable basis, and
its salvage value, if any. To understand everything that needs to be considered when
deciding on the property’s life, basis, and salvage value, you may want to refer to Sec-
tion I: “Fundamentals of Depreciation.”

Production or Use Method
If the property’s usefulness is more dependent on its frequency of use, many businesses
elect to use a production or use method of depreciation. These methods are described in
detail in Section III: “Depreciation for Financial Reporting.”
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Income Forecasting
The use of certain types of property is more accurately related to the amount of income
earned by them, rather than any passage of time or output produced. Such property may
be depreciated under the income forecast method.

What Property Can Use This Method?
There are some types of property that are specifically excluded from both ACRS and
MACRS, and either the straight-line method of depreciation or the income forecast
method are required to be used. Generally, this rule applies to motion picture films, vid-
eotapes, and sound recordings placed in service after March 28, 1985.

TIP
If a business can show that a videotape has a useful life of less than 1 year, the tape may be
expensed in the year placed in service. For businesses that rent videotapes, this is often the case
for the more popular movies.

The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 specifically limits the use of the income forecast
method of depreciation to the following types of property, placed in service after August
5, 1997: film, video tapes, sound recordings, copyrights, books, and patents. Although
the 1997 Tax Act also includes “other property to be specified by regulations,” it clearly
states that any forthcoming regulations must restrict the use of the income forecast
method to property either whose life cannot be adequately determined by the passage of
time or that generates income on such an irregular basis that using any other deprecia-
tion method would distort income.

Furthermore, the 1997 Tax Act states that the income forecast method cannot be used to
calculate depreciation on consumer durables (i.e., property generally used in the home
for personal use such as televisions and furniture) that are subject to rent-to-own con-
tracts. Such property must be depreciated according to MACRS.

How Do I Use This Method?
Under the income forecasting method, the property’s annual depreciation is based on the
following two amounts:

• An estimate of the total amount of income the property will earn over its life. (For
property placed in service after 9/13/95, the estimate only includes income that the
property generates in the first eleven years of its life; see the note below.)

• The percentage of that income actually earned each year.
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Note: September 14, 1995 is the effective date for several changes that were made to the
income forecasting rules with the passage of the Small Business Job Protection Act of
1996. Another change requires property with an unadjusted basis of more than $100,000
to be subject to the “look-back method.” This requires that depreciation be recomputed
based on actual income earned by the property and interest paid on any underpayment of
tax in the property’s third and tenth years of use.

How To:

* Net income does not include depreciation expense.

Example: XYZ owns a motion picture, costing $50,000, and that is expected to earn
$800,000 over the next several years. The film will be depreciated using the income
forecast method. Assume there is no salvage value.

Result: The following depreciation is calculated, based on the income earned each year
from the film, given below:

Asset Depreciation Range System
Property placed in service after 1970 and before 1981 that is not recovery property may
be depreciated under the Asset Depreciation Range System (ADR). ADR is based on the
asset guideline system, which groups assets by industry type and, except for land
improvements, gives a range of years (in addition to the “class life”) over which the
property can be depreciated. Each asset depreciation range has both an upper and lower
limit that is about 20% above and below the class life. Land improvements are assigned
a class life over which they are depreciated.

ADR was never mandatory. It was elected on an annual basis, but if elected for a partic-
ular tax year, all assets placed in service during that year for the business had to use it.

Year
Income Earned 

From Film Depreciation Calculation

1 $500,000 $50,000 x (500,000/800,000) = $31,250

2 $250,000 $50,000 x (250,000/800,000) = $15,626

3 -0- No depreciation allowed! = 0

4 $50,000 $50,000 x (50,000/800,000) = $  3,125

Total Depreciation = $50,000

Depreciable Basis Current Year‘s Net Income* From Asset
Total Estimated Net Income From Asset
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Annual Depreciation=
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Note: An advantage of ADR is that it gives the taxpayer peace of mind that the useful
lives chosen cannot be questioned by the IRS.

ADR Vintage Accounts
When a business elected to use ADR in any particular year, it also needed to decide
whether to depreciate its assets in individual item accounts or in multiple asset accounts,
grouped by the year placed in service. These accounts are called “vintage accounts,”
with the “vintage” being the tax year in which the asset or assets are placed in service. If
multiple asset vintage accounts are used, each account is set up for assets with an identi-
cal class life and that are placed in service during the same year. There is no limit to the
number of vintage accounts that may be set up. There may be more than one vintage
account for different assets with the same class life.

Note: Certain types of property that may have the same class life are not allowed to be in
the same vintage account. Separate vintage accounts are required for personal and real
property, new and used property, and assets for which additional first-year depreciation
was elected.

ADR Depreciation Methods
Allowable methods of depreciation are straight-line, declining-balance, and
sum-of-the-years’-digits. The same depreciation period is used for an entire vintage
account.

ADR Early Dispositions
There is a set of rules governing ADR retirements that is much more complex than the
rules for dispositions of other types of property (IRS Reg. 1.167(a)-11(d)(3)). In addi-
tion, there are different rules depending on whether the asset is in an individual item
account or in a multiple asset account.

ADR distinguishes between two types of retirements: ordinary and extraordinary. By
definition, ordinary is any retirement not classified as extraordinary. An extraordinary
retirement of ADR property is a retirement of:

• Real property.

• Personal property retired due to a casualty for which the taxpayer consistently treats
all similar casualties as extraordinary (such as fire or theft).

• Personal property retired as a direct result of the termination or disposition of a busi-
ness facility.

• Personal property retired by qualifying as a deductible charitable contribution after
1980.

Every vintage account has a reserve account for depreciation claimed on it in prior years.
The reserve account is also adjusted when an asset is retired, but again, the various
adjustments are complex. For example, if an ordinary retirement occurs, any proceeds
from the retirement are added to the reserve account.
Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals                                                                                                      IV-119



Section IV: Chapter 6: Depreciation of Nonrecovery Property
Principles for Calculating Depreciation for Nonrecovery PropertyIV
No loss is recognized on an ordinary retirement until the last asset in the account is
retired. Gain may be recognized per the limits of IRS Reg. 1.167(a)-11(d)(3)(iii).

The treatment of extraordinary ADR retirements is very complicated and will not be
handled in this guide. See IRS Reg. 1.167(a)-11(d)(3)(iv).

Once the last asset in a vintage account is retired, the vintage account itself is elimi-
nated.

Principles for Calculating Depreciation for Nonrecovery Property

As with all depreciation methods, there are certain principles that must be followed
when depreciating nonrecovery property:

Consistency
Although any reasonable method of depreciation is used for nonrecovery property, once
used, the chosen method has to be used consistently throughout the property’s useful
life. The only changes in methods that are allowed without prior approval by the IRS
Commissioner are:

• Changing to straight-line when using a declining-balance method.

• Changing to a less accelerated method for residential rental property when the 80%
test is not met (see “Limitations on Using Accelerated Methods,” page IV-122).

• If using the ADR system, changing from a declining-balance method to the
sum-of-the-years’-digits, or from either of these methods to straight-line.

Note: Once chosen, the same depreciation method must be followed for the life of the
property, except for the above exceptions, unless the taxpayer applies for a change in ac-
counting method with the IRS. However, the same method of depreciation does not have
to be used for all assets placed in service the same year or for similar assets placed in ser-
vice in different years.

Useful Life
Although the depreciation method being used generally cannot be changed, the prop-
erty’s useful life sometimes may be revised. In order for an asset’s life to be changed,
the change must be significant and there must be a good reason for it. The life originally
assigned may simply no longer reflect the property's true life due to such factors as tech-
nological change, obsolescence, or inadequate maintenance on the asset.

If an asset’s useful life becomes either shorter or longer, future depreciation on the asset
will be calculated on its remaining depreciable basis over its newly determined life.

Example: XYZ places in service a $15,000 computer in 1980. It decides to depreciate it
over 10 years, using the straight-line method, and estimates no salvage value. In 1983,
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due to technological improvements, XYZ decides the computer will be used for only 3
more years before it will be replaced.

Result: Using the half-year convention:

Averaging Conventions
Unlike ACRS and MACRS, there are no prescribed averaging conventions for nonre-
covery property. Whatever method is used must be reasonable and applied consistently.
Generally, depreciation is computed based on the actual period of use, unless the prop-
erty is being depreciated under the ADR system.

If the ADR system is being used there are two common averaging conventions:

• Half-Year Convention. This convention allows a half year of depreciation in the
year in which the property is either placed in service or disposed.

• Modified Half-Year Convention. This convention treats all property placed in ser-
vice in the first half of the tax year as if occurring on the first day of the tax year.
Any property placed in service during the second half of the tax year is treated as if
occurring on the first day of the next tax year.

The modified half-year convention results in a full year of depreciation on property
placed in service during the first half of the year and no depreciation on property placed
in service in the second half of the year. The treatment of dispositions under the modi-
fied half-year convention is more complex. Their treatment is based on when the asset
was originally placed in service and may best be summarized in the following chart:

Year Depreciation Calculation

1980 = $   750

1981 and 1982 = $1,500 each year

1983-1985 = $3,750 each year

$15,000
10 years
-------------------- 1

2
---

$15,000
10 years
--------------------

$15,000 $3,750 (prior depreciation)–
3 years

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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* To earn the full year of depreciation, the disposal must have been in a year after the year it was placed in ser-
vice.

Limitations on Using Accelerated Methods
There are certain limitations as to what property may be depreciated using the acceler-
ated methods of depreciation:

• 200% declining-balance or sum-of-the-years’-digits may be used for:

• Property with a useful life of 3 years or more.
• New (versus used) personal property.
• New residential rental real property.
• Used residential rental property placed in service before July 25, 1969.

• 150% declining-balance may be used for:

• All of the above.
• Used personal property.
• New nonresidential real property.

• 125% declining-balance may be used for:

• All of the above.
• Used residential rental property with a life of 20 years or more.

• Straight-line may be used for:

• All of the above.
• Used nonresidential real property.
• Used residential rental property with a life of less than 20 years.

Property for which the business is not the original owner is considered to be “used.”
Any improvements to used property, however, are considered “new” and may be depre-
ciated using the more accelerated methods.

Residential Rental Property
To qualify as residential rental property, at least 80% of the property’s gross rental
income must be derived from dwelling units that are not for transient use. In other
words, a motel or hotel does not qualify as residential rental property. Also, the 80% test

If Asset Was Placed in 
Service in the: AND Disposed of in the:

Amount of Depreciation in 
Disposal Year:

First half of year First half of year No depreciation

First half of year Second half of year 50% of full year's depreciation

Second half of year First half of year 50% of full year's depreciation

Second half of year Second half of year* Full year of depreciation
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must be met each year. Any year in which new residential property does not qualify as
rental property, the depreciation method must be changed to either the 150% declin-
ing-balance method or any less accelerated method. Used residential property that no
longer qualifies as rental property must use straight-line depreciation.

Note: The above change does not require the approval of the IRS, as long as the property
originally qualified for and used the most accelerated method available (either 200% de-
clining-balance or sum-of-the-years’-digits for new residential property or 125% declin-
ing-balance for used residential property) and also reverts back to one of those methods
as soon as the property once again qualifies under the 80% test.

How To:

The above rule will sometimes result in several changes in depreciation methods over
the life of the property:

1. If changing to straight-line:

2. If changing to a declining-balance method:

* The applicable percentage will be 200%, 150%, or 125%, depending on the facts and circumstances of the
particular property.

3. If changing to sum-of-the-years’-digits:

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, places in service a new residential rental
building, costing $100,000, on January 1, 1970. The building has a 40-year useful life
and a salvage value of $10,000. The building has the following history of use:

• In 1970, it does not meet the 80% rental income test. XYZ uses 150% declining-bal-
ance, the most accelerated method available for new real property that does not
qualify as rental property.

• In 1971, it qualifies as rental property by passing the 80% test and XYZ uses the
sum-of-the-years’-digits method.

• In 1972, it fails the 80% test once again and XYZ returns to using 150% declin-
ing-balance.

Result: Since XYZ always used the most accelerated depreciation method available, the
changes do not require the consent of the IRS:

Property‘s basis Accumulated depreciation–  Salvage value–
REMAINING useful life in years

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Property‘s basis Accumulated depreciation–
ORIGINAL useful life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Applicable percentage*

Property‘s basis Accum. deprec.–  Salvage value Useful life remaining
SYD of REMAINING life
-----------------------------------------------------------–
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1970 — Using 150% Declining-Balance:

1971 — Using Sum-of-the-Years'-Digits:

* The sum-of-the-years’-digits of the remaining life of 39 is 780. As we discussed in the earlier Section III of
this guide, Depreciation for Financial Reporting, the formula for computing the sum-of-the-years’-digits,
where n represents the life in years, is:

Here we are using the remaining life of 39 years:

1972 — Using 150% Declining-Balance:

Additional First-Year Depreciation
For depreciable personal property with a useful life of at least 6 years and placed in ser-
vice before 1981, additional depreciation, or “additional bonus depreciation,” could
have been claimed for 20% of its basis, up to $2,000 a year. Such depreciation is han-
dled the same as the present Section 179 expense deduction in that it reduces the asset’s
basis before computing depreciation.

Basis Reduced by Investment Tax Credit
As explained in the previous chapter on ACRS property, the Investment Tax Credit
(ITC) for qualifying property placed in service after 1982 and before 1986 permitted a
reduction in the asset’s basis. This credit allowed a business to reduce an asset’s basis by
50% of the credit claimed in order to take the full amount of the allowable credit. There
were several types of nonrecovery property that were placed in service after 1982 but
that still qualified for Investment Tax Credit. These included property depreciated by a
production or use method, certain property used outside of the U.S., and certain public
utility property.

$100,000 Basis (no accumulated depreciation yet)
40-year life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1.5 (depreciation rate) $3,750=

$100,000 $3,750 depreciation–  $10,000 salvage 39 years remaining life
780*

-------------------------------------------------------– $4,312.50=

n (n + 1)
2

---------------------

39 (39 + 1)
2

--------------------------- 780=

$100,000 $8,062.50 Accum. depreciation–
40 years (original life)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1.5 Depreciation rate $3,447.66=
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If the full amount of Investment Tax Credit was taken (thereby causing the asset’s basis
to be reduced), the amount of the credit depended on the useful life of the property:

How To:

To determine the amount by which an asset’s basis must be reduced if the full amount of
Investment Tax Credit (ITC) was taken:

* The “applicable percentage” is the percent of the property’s basis on which the ITC is taken; it is based on the
property’s useful life. As displayed in the previous table, if the property’s useful life is seven or more years,
the applicable percentage is 100%; if it is five or six years, the applicable percentage is 66 2/3%; and if it is
three or four years, the applicable percentage is 33 1/3%.

Note: There were several other factors that could have reduced the amount of Investment
Tax Credit and, thus, the amount of the basis reduction. A list of these factors may be
found in the previous chapter on ACRS property, in “ACRS Depreciation Methods,”
page IV-99.

Useful life of property

Amount of basis on 
which the credit was 

taken
Amount of 

credit

7 or more years 100% 10%

5 or 6 years 66 2/3% 10%

3 or 4 years 33 1/3% 10%

ITC Basis of Property Applicable %* 10% ITC 50% Basis Reduction=
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Section IV: Chapter 7:
Depreciation and the Alternative Minimum 
Tax (AMT)
In this section:

The AMT Adjustment Affecting Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-129
AMT Tax Preferences Affecting Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-134
AMT Depreciation in General  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-138
Miscellaneous AMT Rules Pertaining to Depreciation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-139
AMT Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-141
AMT Depreciation Worksheet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-143

Note: The Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) was repealed by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
of 2017 for corporations, effective for tax years beginning January 1, 2018 and later.
AMT is still in effect for individuals.

The purpose behind the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) is to ensure that taxpayers
with high incomes pay at least a minimum amount of income tax. Frequently, high
income taxpayers are able to avail themselves of various tax benefits and income exclu-
sions, which allow them to greatly reduce their tax liabilities. The Alternative Minimum
Tax is an attempt to make the tax laws more equitable. It applies to C corporations, indi-
viduals, trusts, and estates.

Note: Although S corporations and partnerships are not assessed the AMT at the entity
level, the items that are used to compute it are passed through to the shareholders and
partners on their K-1s.

The Alternative Minimum Tax computation starts with the entity’s taxable income,
makes various adjustments to it, subtracts out an exemption amount, and applies a flat
tax rate to the result. This is then compared to the regularly computed income tax for the
entity. Only if the computed Alternative Minimum Tax is more will the AMT then take
precedence over the regular tax. In other words, AMT is not an additional tax, but rather
a minimum tax. If the regular income tax is more than AMT, then the AMT calculation
is ignored.

While the Alternative Minimum Tax for individuals has been in place for some time, the
Alternative Minimum Tax for corporations came later. The Corporation Alternative
Minimum Tax, created by the Tax Reform Act of 1986, replaced the former add-on min-
imum tax for corporations, for tax years starting after 1986. Now, the Taxpayer Relief
Act of 1997 has changed the Alternative Minimum Tax rules for corporations once
again.
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With the passage of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, certain “small business corpora-
tions” are exempt from the Alternative Minimum Tax beginning after December 31,
1997. To qualify for the AMT exemption, a corporation must have average gross
receipts of less than $5 million for the last three taxable years beginning after December
31, 1993. A qualifying corporation does not have to compute AMT beginning in 1998.
However, once a small business corporation has average gross receipts exceeding $7.5
million for a three-year period (not including the first year that the corporation achieves
its small business corporation status), it loses its exemption. Although it must once again
calculate AMT, the change is prospective. For example, the corporation must begin cal-
culating AMT depreciation on assets placed in service in the year after the loss of small
business status.

The objective of the Alternate Minimum Tax is to eliminate the tax advantages, for the
higher income taxpayers, of some of the items that receive favorable tax treatment.
There is a wide range of tax areas that are affected by the Alternative Minimum Tax,
with depreciation being one of the most common. With the appearance of ACRS and
MACRS, which allow accelerated depreciation for most assets, depreciation became a
major issue when calculating the Alternative Minimum Tax.

Generally, for assets placed in service before 1999, depreciation for the Alternative Min-
imum Tax is calculated over longer recovery periods than for regular tax purposes, using
either less accelerated or straight-line depreciation methods. For assets placed in service
after December 31, 1998, AMT depreciation uses the same recovery period for AMT
purposes and regular tax purposes, but the depreciation method may be less accelerated.
The differences between depreciation used to compute regular taxable income and that
used to compute AMT income are of three types:

1. An “Adjustment” for depreciation on personal and real property placed in service
after 1986.

2. A “Tax Preference” affecting:

a. Accelerated depreciation on real property placed in service before 1987 and

b. If the entity is either an individual or a personal holding company, accelerated
depreciation on leased personal property placed in service before 1987.

Note: Aside from the different types of property affected by AMT Adjustments ver-
sus Preferences, the biggest difference between them is that while AMT Adjustments
can either increase or decrease AMT income, AMT Tax Preferences can only in-
crease it.

3. An “Adjusted Current Earnings” (ACE) adjustment, which affects a broad range
of depreciation for property placed in service after 1980 and before 1994. This will
be discussed in detail in Section IV: “Chapter 8: Depreciation and Adjusted Current
Earnings (ACE).”
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How To:

To compute the Alternative Minimum Tax for:

• A Corporation — use IRS Form 4626.

• An Individual — use IRS Form 6251.

• An Estate or Trust — use IRS Form 1041 for 1992 and later; use IRS Form 8656 for
1991 and earlier.

The AMT Adjustment Affecting Depreciation

Although there are many Adjustments to taxable income in order to compute the Alter-
native Minimum Tax, only one affects depreciation and it involves only MACRS prop-
erty. In determining the Alternative Minimum Tax, certain MACRS depreciation is
recalculated. The difference between the depreciation for AMT purposes and the depre-
ciation for regular tax purposes becomes an Adjustment to income. An AMT Adjustment
may either increase or decrease income.

To Which MACRS Property Does the AMT Adjustment Apply?
The AMT depreciation Adjustment applies to all pre-1999 MACRS personal and real
property that is not using straight-line depreciation over the Alternative Depreciation
System (ADS) lives. For post-1998 MACRS property, it applies only to personal prop-
erty using the 200% declining-balance method of depreciation.

The AMT Adjustment applies to any transitional property (placed in service after July
31, 1986) for which MACRS was elected, but it does not apply to property that the busi-
ness excluded from MACRS, such as property that is being depreciated under a produc-
tion or use method. Furthermore, the AMT Adjustment does not apply to any property
that was expensed under Section 179.

The AMT Adjustment does not apply to property to which the additional first-year depre-
ciation deduction was claimed. The first-year depreciation deduction and all depreciation
calculated on the remaining basis are deductible for both regular tax and AMT purposes.

Note: If property was placed in service after 1986 but is being depreciated under ACRS,
due to the transitional rules in effect for certain property (usually property subject to ear-
lier contracts), then such property will not be subject to an AMT Adjustment. However,
this property will be treated as an AMT Tax Preference item. This will be discussed under
“AMT Tax Preferences Affecting Depreciation,” page IV-134.
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Depreciation for Property Subject to the AMT Adjustment
The calculation of depreciation for the Alternative Minimum Tax Adjustment is handled
differently for personal and real property. In addition, the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997
changed the AMT depreciation Adjustment for property placed in service after Decem-
ber 31, 1998. Although any previously owned property must continue to be depreciated
for AMT purposes under the pre-97 Tax Act rules, there is now a new set of rules for
post-1998 property.

Besides exempting small corporations from the Alternative Minimum Tax, the Taxpayer
Relief Act of 1997 made two significant changes to the AMT depreciation Adjustment,
effective for property placed in service after December 31, 1998:

• The AMT depreciation Adjustment is eliminated for property that is depreciated for
regular tax purposes under the straight-line method.

• The recovery periods for calculating AMT depreciation on all other property will be
the same as for regular tax purposes, which will decrease the amount of the AMT
depreciation Adjustment.

Personal Property
Under MACRS, there are four alternative methods for depreciating personal property.
Depending on the method used and when the asset is placed in service, the depreciation
calculation for the Alternative Minimum Tax will be different. If, for regular tax pur-
poses, MACRS property is being depreciated using:

1. Straight-Line Over the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) Life: There is no
Adjustment for the Alternative Minimum Tax.

2. Straight-Line Over the General Depreciation System (GDS) Life: If the asset is
placed in service before 1999, compute AMT depreciation on the asset using
straight-line depreciation over its Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) life. If the
asset is placed in service after 1998, there is no Adjustment for AMT.

3. 200% Declining-Balance Over the GDS Life: If the asset is placed in service before
1999, compute AMT depreciation on the asset using 150% declining-balance, over
its Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) life, switching to straight-line deprecia-
tion when it results in a larger deduction. If the asset is placed in service after 1998,
compute AMT depreciation using 150% declining-balance (with the same rules for
switching to straight-line) over the same recovery period as you are using for regular
tax purposes.

4. 150% Declining-Balance Over the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) Life (if
placed in service before 1/1/99) or the GDS life (if placed in service after 12/31/98):
There is no Adjustment for the Alternative Minimum Tax.
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How To:

As described above, depending on the type of depreciation used for regular tax pur-
poses, recalculate depreciation using either the ADS method or the 150% declining-bal-
ance method. Use the same averaging convention that was used for regular tax purposes
(either the half-year or midquarter convention), and do not consider salvage value under
either depreciation method. The difference between this and the depreciation used for
regular tax purposes is the AMT depreciation Adjustment.

Example: On March 3, 2001, XYZ places in service 3-year MACRS property, costing
$1,500, which it depreciates using 200% declining-balance and the half-year conven-
tion. The property has a 4-year ADS life.

Result: XYZ computes depreciation as follows:

For Regular Tax Purposes:

For AMT Purposes:

Therefore, for the current year, XYZ has a positive Adjustment when determining its
AMT of $218.75 ($500 – $281.25).

Note: Remember that a positive AMT Adjustment increases income and thus the AMT,
and a negative AMT Adjustment decreases income and reduces the AMT.

Example: Assume the same facts as above, except that XYZ elected to use the
straight-line method over the asset’s GDS life of 3 years.

Result: XYZ computes depreciation as follows:

For Regular Tax Purposes:

For AMT Purposes:

Therefore, for the current year, XYZ has a positive Adjustment when determining its
AMT of $62.50 ($250 – $187.50).

$1,500
3

---------------- 2 6
12
------ $500=

$1,500
4

---------------- 1.5 6
12
------ $281.25=

$1,500
3

---------------- 6
12
------ $250=

$1,500
4

---------------- 6
12
------ $187.50=
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When the 200% declining-balance method is used for regular tax purposes, the regularly
computed MACRS depreciation will be greater than that computed for the AMT Adjust-
ment in the early years of an asset's life. However, in later years the AMT depreciation
will be greater, and when this occurs, the Adjustment will be a negative amount.

Example: Assume that 7-year MACRS property, costing $10,000, is placed in service
prior to 1999. It is being depreciated using 200% declining-balance and the half-year
convention. Assume its ADS life is 10 years.

Result: For the AMT Adjustment, 150% declining-balance is used and the following
results are computed over the asset’s life:

* The AMT Adjustment is the difference between MACRS depreciation and AMT depreciation.

The above example demonstrates several points for MACRS property that is placed in
service prior to 1999:

• Starting in the property’s later life (the eighth year in this example), the AMT
Adjustment becomes a negative amount.

• AMT depreciation can be significantly slower than regular MACRS. In this exam-
ple, for an asset costing $10,000, during the first 3 years, MACRS depreciation is
$5,627, while the AMT depreciation is only $3,317, or a $2,310 difference.

• The difference between regular MACRS depreciation and AMT depreciation
becomes even greater if the gap is wider between the asset’s life for MACRS and its
life for ADS. For example, an airplane, with a 7-year life for MACRS, has a 12-year
life for ADS and the AMT calculation.

• Finally, the above example demonstrates that all AMT depreciation Adjustments are
simply “timing” differences. In other words, if the property is held for its entire

Year
MACRS 

Depreciation
AMT 

Depreciation
AMT 

Adjustment*

1 $ 1,429 $   750 $  679

2 2,449 1,388 1,061

3 1,749 1,179 570

4 1,249 1,002 247

5 893 874 19

6 892 874 18

7 893 874 19

8 446 874 (428)

9 874 (874)

10 874 (874)

11 437 (437)

Total $10,000 $10,000 0
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recovery period, the same amount of depreciation is eventually taken ($10,000 in
the above example) for both regular and AMT purposes. An AMT depreciation
Adjustment will initially be an increase for computing AMT income, but later in the
asset's life, it will actually decrease income.

The AMT Adjustment for excess MACRS depreciation for newer property is netted
with the negative AMT Adjustment for older property, and is thereby reduced. It is also
possible for the resulting AMT Adjustment to end up being a negative amount. If that
occurs, then the taxable income will be reduced.

Example: XYZ has two assets: Property A, which is new, and Property B, which is
much older. It has computed the following depreciation for the current year:

The two amounts are netted and result in a negative Adjustment for AMT of ($500), or
($2,000 – $2,500).

TIP
There are several ways by which the AMT Adjustment for personal property might be avoided,
but each technique needs to be thought through and all resulting consequences need to be consid-
ered. The following lists the available techniques and suggests some of the possible results
(remember that the overall effect on the business must be considered and each situation will be
unique):

1. Expensing qualifying property under Section 179.
Result: Electing Section 179 expense will greatly speed up depreciation. However, because
of the taxable income limitation, it may not be able to be deducted in the current year.

2. Using a production or use method of depreciation where appropriate.
Result: Depending on the facts and circumstances, this could result in either a quicker or
slower rate of depreciation.

3. Electing to use 150% declining-balance for personal property.
Result: Using 150% declining-balance will reduce the yearly depreciation deductions, as
compared to using 200% declining-balance. See also 4. below for other possible effects.

4. Electing to use the ADS method.
Result: Electing ADS will reduce the yearly depreciation deductions. This may, however, be
inconsequential if the business has a large net operating loss either in the current year or
being carried forward from prior years. Also, if the business is planning on selling the prop-
erty or disposing of it some other way before the end of its recovery period, using ADS will
either reduce any future gain or increase a future loss.

5. Leasing rather than buying property.
Result: There are a large number of arguments for and against leasing property, beyond the
scope of this guide. There are, however, no AMT Adjustments required for lease payments.

Note: The last two techniques are also available to be used for real property.

Property 
A

Property 
B

For regular tax purposes: $5,000 $3,000

For AMT purposes: 3,000 5,500

 Difference: $2,000 ($2,500)
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Real Property
Under MACRS, real property is depreciated using the straight-line method over either
27.5, 31.5, or 39 years. For AMT purposes, straight-line depreciation will also be used,
but if the property is placed in service before 1999, it is depreciated over a 40-year
recovery period. By using the longer recovery period, such depreciation will be less for
AMT purposes, until the final years. If the property is placed in service after 1998, there
will be no AMT depreciation Adjustment.

How To:

For real property placed in service before 1999, use straight-line depreciation over a
40-year life. Use the midmonth convention and do not consider salvage value. The dif-
ference between this and the depreciation used for regular tax purposes is the AMT
Adjustment.

Example: XYZ is depreciating its factory, which is MACRS property placed in service
May 1, 2001, over its recovery period of 39 years. The factory cost $100,000.

Result: Except for the property’s first and last recovery years (due to the midmonth con-
vention), XYZ computes depreciation annually as follows:

For Regular Tax Purposes:

For AMT Purposes:

Therefore, each year there will be a positive Adjustment for AMT of $64.10 ($2,564.10
– $2,500). However, after the 39 years have elapsed, the property will be fully depreci-
ated for regular tax purposes, but not for AMT purposes. When this occurs, there will be
a negative Adjustment for AMT of ($2,500) in the next year, assuming the property is
still in service.

AMT Tax Preferences Affecting Depreciation

In general, there are fewer AMT Tax Preferences as compared with Adjustments. Two
Tax Preferences affect depreciation. For the most part, both of the depreciation Tax
Preferences are for property placed in service before 1987. The AMT Tax Preferences
are for property being depreciated under either ACRS or the pre-1981 (i.e., nonrecov-
ery) methods.

Unlike the previously described AMT Adjustments, Tax Preferences may only increase
income when computing the Alternative Minimum Tax! However, like the AMT Adjust-

$100,000
39

---------------------- $2,564.10=

$100,000
40

---------------------- $2,500=
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ments, depreciation on certain property is recalculated, and the difference between the
depreciation calculated for AMT purposes and the depreciation calculated for regular
tax purposes becomes the Tax Preference amount.

To Which ACRS and Pre-1981 Property Do AMT Tax Preferences Apply?

Tax Preferences apply to property placed in service before 1987 that is either:

• real property using accelerated depreciation, or

• leased personal property using accelerated depreciation, but only if the entity is
either an individual taxpayer or a personal holding company.

The above description is correct for most property. However, for property that fits either
of the above categories, there are three exceptions to the “before 1987” date for being
placed in service:

1. Any property being depreciated under MACRS will not be treated as a Tax Prefer-
ence item, even if placed in service before 1987. Such property is, instead, handled
as an AMT Adjustment item.

2. Any property being depreciated under ACRS, even if placed in service after 1987, is
treated as a Tax Preference item.

3. Even if the property is placed in service before 1987, the AMT Tax Preference will
not apply if the business was exempt from AMT due to the Taxpayer Relief Act of
1997 and later lost its exemption. In such a case, the business has to calculate AMT
depreciation, but only on a prospective basis.

Note: The reason for these exceptions to the date placed in service is due to two types of
property: property that, because of earlier construction contracts, qualifies as transitional
property and property that falls under the anti-churning rules. Neither of these types of
property can be categorized as either MACRS or ACRS property based only on their date
placed in service.

As with the AMT Adjustment, property that is being depreciated under the Alternate
ACRS method (straight-line depreciation) is excluded from being a Tax Preference
item.

Depreciation for Property Subject to an AMT Tax Preference
Depreciation for the Alternative Minimum Tax Preference is calculated on a prop-
erty-by-property basis for both categories of property (i.e., real and leased personal
property). If, at any point, the AMT depreciation calculated for a particular property is
more than the depreciation calculated on the same property for regular tax purposes, it is
ignored and no Tax Preference results. AMT depreciation for the Tax Preference com-
putation is handled differently for real and leased property.
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Note: The Tax Preference is not computed for any property in the year in which it is dis-
posed. Therefore, any depreciation allowed in the year of disposition is ignored for AMT
purposes. (IRS Reg. 1.57-1(b)(3) & 1.57-1(c)(3))

Real Property
The Tax Preference depreciation for the AMT computation affects two types of real
property if they are being depreciated under an accelerated method: ACRS recovery
property and pre-1981 nonrecovery property.

Recovery Property
Under ACRS, real property may be depreciated over a 15-, 18-, or 19-year recovery
period, based on the date it was first placed in service. For AMT, the property is depreci-
ated using the straight-line method over the same ACRS life that was used to depreciate
the property for regular tax purposes and salvage value is not taken into consideration.
However, if the property is being depreciated under the Alternate ACRS method
(straight-line over a choice of recovery periods) for regular tax purposes, there will be
no Tax Preference for AMT.

How To:

Use straight-line depreciation over a 15-, 18-, or 19-year life (i.e., the same life that is
used for regular tax purposes). Use the midmonth convention and salvage value is
ignored. The difference between this and the depreciation used for regular tax purposes
is the AMT Tax Preference.

Note: Depreciation for low-income housing is handled the same way as above for the
AMT calculation.

Example: XYZ, a calendar-year corporation, owns real property that was placed in ser-
vice on January 1, 1986, costing $100,000. It is being depreciated under regular ACRS
with a 19-year class life. XYZ needs to compute depreciation for 1992.

Result: XYZ computes depreciation as follows:

For Regular Tax Purposes:

 $100,000 x 5.2% (ACRS Table A 6) = $5,200

For AMT Purposes:

 $100,000 x 5.3% (ACRS Table A 9) = $5,300

Since the AMT depreciation is more than the depreciation calculated for regular tax pur-
poses, there is no Tax Preference on the property for 1992.
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Nonrecovery Property
For real property that is excluded from ACRS and MACRS, and is therefore considered
nonrecovery property, the AMT Tax Preference applies if the property is being depreci-
ated using an accelerated method.

How To:

For AMT, the property is depreciated using the straight-line method over the property’s
useful life and salvage value must be deducted from the property’s basis. The difference
between this and the depreciation used for regular tax purposes, is the AMT Tax Prefer-
ence.

Leased Personal Property
If an individual or a personal holding company is depreciating personal property that it
is leasing to others, using an accelerated method, such property is subject to the AMT
Tax Preference rules. Therefore, the only time a corporation is affected is if it is a per-
sonal holding company. The treatment for recovery and nonrecovery property is slightly
different.

Recovery Property
For ACRS personal property that is being leased to others and is depreciated using an
accelerated method (i.e., straight-line depreciation was not elected), recompute the
depreciation for AMT by the straight-line method using the following extended recov-
ery periods:

How To:

Use straight-line depreciation over the longer recovery period above. Use the half-year
convention and do not consider salvage value. The difference between this and the
depreciation used for regular tax purposes is the AMT Tax Preference.

There is no Tax Preference if the property is being depreciated over a recovery period
longer than that given above.

For:
Use a recovery 

period of:

 3-year property  5 years

 5-year property  8 years

10-year property 15 years

15-year public utility property 22 years
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AMT Depreciation in GeneralIV
Nonrecovery Property
If a business owns nonrecovery property that it is leasing to others and that is depreci-
ated using an accelerated method:

How To:

Recompute the depreciation for AMT by the straight-line method over the same useful
life used by the taxpayer when computing depreciation for regular tax purposes, deduct-
ing out salvage value. The difference between this and the depreciation used for regular
tax purposes is the AMT Tax Preference.

Note: If you depreciated the property under a method that did not require a useful life or
salvage value, then select the useful life and salvage value that would have been correct
had the straight-line method been used originally.

AMT Depreciation in General

When computing depreciation for the Alternative Minimum Tax calculation, there are
various issues that you need to keep in mind:
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Miscellaneous AMT Rules Pertaining to Depreciation IV
Averaging Conventions
When computing the AMT depreciation, use the same averaging convention as used for
regular tax purposes:

* For nonrecovery property, use whatever was used for regular tax purposes. Nonrecovery property did not
always use an averaging convention.

Percentage Tables
Just as there are percentage tables for MACRS depreciation and for ACRS depreciation
on real property, there are also percentage tables for calculating the AMT depreciation
for all of MACRS property and for ACRS real property. These are included with the
tables in the back of this guide. See either “MACRS Percentage Tables,” page VI-14, or
“ACRS Percentage Tables,” page VI-41, preceding the tables, for assistance in locating
the appropriate table.

Salvage Value
As in computing MACRS and ACRS depreciation for regular tax purposes, even when
using the straight-line method, salvage value is ignored and never deducted from the
property’s basis when computing depreciation on such property for AMT purposes.
However, when computing an AMT Tax Preference on nonrecovery property, salvage
value must be deducted from the property’s basis before the AMT straight-line
depreciation is computed.

Miscellaneous AMT Rules Pertaining to Depreciation

The other issues that you need to be aware of are:

1. Basis of Property. One effect of having an AMT Adjustment for MACRS property
depreciation is that the property will then have a different basis for AMT when com-
puting gain or loss if the property is disposed of before the end of its recovery
period. Therefore, yet another AMT Adjustment is created in the year the property is
disposed.

Property Type Convention

MACRS Personal Half-year or midquarter

Real Midmonth

ACRS Personal Half-year

Real Full-month or midmonth

Nonrecovery Personal Convention or actual days*

Real
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Miscellaneous AMT Rules Pertaining to DepreciationIV
Note: Unlike AMT Adjustments, AMT Tax Preferences do NOT create a separate
adjusted basis in property for AMT purposes.

Example: In 1995, XYZ places in service an asset costing $1,000. It is 7-year
MACRS property, the half-year convention applies, and XYZ is depreciating the
asset using 200% declining-balance. The property has a 12-year ADS life. In 1997,
the asset is sold for $600.

Result: XYZ makes the following computation:

*How To:

Enter the difference between the AMT and the regular tax gain or loss as follows:
• If a Corporation: 2013 Form 4626, Line 2e.
• If an Individual: 2013 Form 6251, Line 18.

2. Luxury Automobile Rules. Although it has not been clarified in the existing IRS
Code or Regulations whether or not the luxury automobile limitations on deprecia-
tion apply to the amounts calculated for AMT, it is generally presumed that in fact
they do apply. Therefore, when computing the AMT depreciation on luxury auto-
mobiles, limit the amount calculated to the luxury auto depreciation allowed for the
year. Hence, in most cases, there will be no AMT Adjustment or Tax Preference on
luxury automobiles.

3. Uniform Capitalization Rules. Depreciation that is capitalized under the uniform
capitalization rules of IRS Code Sec. 263A must be recalculated using the above
rules for AMT purposes.

4. Certified Pollution Control Facilities. A certified pollution control facility that is
being amortized will generate either an AMT Adjustment (if placed in service after

For 
Regular 

Tax 
Purposes

For AMT 
Tax 

Purposes

Original Cost $1,000 $1,000

Depreciation (using percentage tables) (475) (231)

 Adjusted Basis $  525 $  769

Sales Price $  600 $  600

 Adjusted Basis (525) (769)

  Gain on Disposition* $   75

  AMT Loss on Disposition* $ (169)
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AMT Summary IV
1986, but before 1999) or a Tax Preference (if placed in service before 1987). For
more detail, see IRS Code Sec. 56(a)(5) and IRS Reg. 1.57-1(d)(1).

AMT Summary

Except for the ACE Adjustment, which will be discussed in the next chapter, the AMT
Adjustments and Tax Preferences are best summarized in chart form:

1 When 150% declining-balance is applicable for computing the AMT depreciation, you must switch to the
straight-line method when it results in a larger deduction.

2 If the property is placed in service before 1999, use the ADS life. If it is placed in service after 1998, use the
same recovery period as for regular tax purposes.

3 This applies only to personal holding companies and individual taxpayers.

4 These are specific recovery periods. See “Leased Personal Property,” page IV-137, for detailed information.

Type of Property

If Depreciated for 
Regular Tax 

Purposes:

Then Depreciate 
for AMT 
Purposes:

AMT Recovery 
Period or Life

AMT Adjustment 
or Tax 

Preference

MACRS
Personal

200% DB
GDS Life

150% DB1 ADS Life or
GDS Life2

Adjustment

Pre-1999 MACRS
Personal

Straight-Line
GDS Line

Straight-Line ADS Life Adjustment

Pre-1999 MACRS
Real

Straight-Line
27.5/31.5/39-yr.

 Straight-Line 40 years Adjustment

ACRS
Real

Accelerated Straight-Line 15, 18, 19
Same as Tax

Tax Preference

Pre-81
Real

Accelerated Straight-Line 
Deduct Salvage

Useful Life
Same as Tax

Tax Preference

ACRS
Leased Personal3

Accelerated Straight-Line Extended Recovery 
Periods4

Tax Preference

Pre-81
Leased Personal3

Accelerated Straight-Line 
Deduct Salvage

Useful Life
Same as Tax

Tax Preference
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AMT SummaryIV
Remember that there is neither an Adjustment nor a Tax Preference for the following:

In addition, if a company qualifies as a small business corporation that is exempt from
AMT (according to the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997), and then loses its AMT exemp-
tion, there is neither an Adjustment nor a Tax Preference for any property placed in ser-
vice through the end of the year in which the corporation loses its exemption.

There is no AMT Adjustment for Indian Reservation property.

Finally, there is no Adjustment for property on which the bonus depreciation was
claimed. 

Type of Property
Depreciation for Regular Tax 

Purposes

MACRS — Pre-1999 Personal
and Real

Straight-Line
ADS Life

MACRS — Post-1998 Personal and Real Straight Line
GDS or ADS Life

MACRS — Pre-1999 Personal 150% DB
ADS Life

MACRS — Post-1998 Personal 150% DB
GDS Life

ACRS — Real and Leased Personal Straight-Line
Alternate ACRS

Pre-81 — Real and Leased Personal Straight-Line
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AMT Depreciation Worksheet IV
AMT Depreciation Worksheet

AMT Adjustment

AMT Tax Preference on Real Property

Depreciation for regular tax purposes on all MACRS 
property not depreciated under ADS

AMT Depreciation on personal property using 150% 
declining-balance

plus

less AMT Depreciation on personal property using 
straight-line over ADS life

plus

AMT Depreciation on real property using straight-line 
over 40 years

 Subtotal = AMT Depreciation (               )

  AMT Adjustment*

* If a Corporation: 2013 IRS Form 4626, Line 2a. If an Individual: 2013 IRS Form 6251, Line 18.

Depreciation for regular tax purposes on all ACRS and Pre-1981 
Real Property using an accelerated method

less AMT Depreciation on real property using straight-line over same 
ACRS recovery period or Pre-81 property life (               )

  AMT Tax Preference*

* If a Corporation: 2013 IRS Form 4626, Line 2o. If an Individual: 2013 IRS Form 6251, Line 27.
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AMT Depreciation WorksheetIV
AMT Tax Preference on Leased Personal Property

Note: This is only for a personal holding company or an individual taxpayer.

Depreciation for regular tax purposes on all ACRS and Pre-1981 
Leased Personal Property using an accelerated method

less AMT Depreciation on leased personal property using straight-line 
over either longer ACRS recovery period or same Pre-81 property 
life (               )

  AMT Tax Preference*

* If a Corporation: 2013 IRS Form 4626, Line 2o. If an Individual: 2013 IRS Form 6251, Line 27.
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Depreciation and Adjusted Current Earnings 
(ACE)
In this section:

ACE Depreciation in General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-147
Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-151
Pre-1990 MACRS Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-153
Pre-1990 ACRS Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-155
Miscellaneous ACE Rules Pertaining to Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-158
ACE Summary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-159
ACE Depreciation Worksheet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-160

The Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) Adjustment is part of the Alternative Minimum
Tax (AMT). It is an additional adjustment after making the computations for the other
AMT Adjustments and Tax Preferences described in the previous chapter. The Revenue
Reconciliation Act of 1989 (IRS Code Sec. 56(g)) attempted to simplify an earlier AMT
adjustment that applied to a corporation's book income. The ACE Adjustment only
applies to C corporations and is effective for tax years beginning after 1989.

The purpose of the Adjusted Current Earnings Adjustment is to recapture some of the
overall tax savings by corporations that may report large earnings to their shareholders
but, due to a variety of tax advantages, avoid paying much tax. Notice that it does not
apply to S corporations.

Note: The ACE Adjustment also does NOT apply to a Regulated Investment Company
(RIC), a Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT), or a Real Estate Mortgage Investment
Conduit (REMIC).

Although the ACE Adjustment is still part of the Alternative Minimum Tax calculation,
the depreciation component of the ACE Adjustment is being eliminated. The Revenue
Reconciliation Act of 1993 eliminates the depreciation adjustment for ACE for property
placed in service after December 31, 1993. However, all earlier-owned property that had
a depreciation adjustment for computing ACE must continue to be depreciated sepa-
rately for the ACE Adjustment until the end of its recovery period (or until it is no lon-
ger used in the business). The one exception to this is when a corporation is exempt
from AMT due to the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997. When this occurs, the qualifying
corporation no longer computes either AMT or ACE, beginning in 1998. Even if the
corporation later loses its AMT exemption, it does not need to compute the ACE Adjust-
ment. In such a case, the business only has to calculate AMT depreciation again, on a
prospective basis. Therefore, the exemption from the ACE depreciation calculation is a
permanent one.
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Simply put, when the ACE Adjustment applies, C corporations must recompute current
year income (i.e., adjust current earnings, thus “ACE”) by adding back certain income
that is excluded from regular income tax, as well as adding back the excessive portions
of certain deductions. One such “excessive deduction” is accelerated depreciation. Even
though the ACE Adjustment was not effective until tax years beginning after 1989, it
applies to current depreciation on property that was placed in service after 1980 but
before 1994.

The result of the ACE Adjustment is that a C corporation must increase its AMT income
by 75% of the excess, if any, of the amount by which its Adjusted Current Earnings
exceed its “Pre-Adjustment AMT Income.” Pre-Adjustment AMT Income, which is line
4 of the 2008 IRS Form 4626, is AMT income computed before the calculation of any
ACE Adjustments or AMT net operating loss.

How To:

Note: The above is an overview of the “ACE Adjustment,” of which the ACE Deprecia-
tion Adjustment is a major component.

Example: Suppose that XYZ, a C corporation, has calculated the following:

Result: To determine XYZ’s ACE Adjustment:

The $750 ACE Adjustment is added to the Pre-Adjustment AMT Income of $500, to
equal $1,250. This amount is then reduced by any AMT net operating loss and any
adjustment based on energy preferences, to produce the final Alternative Minimum Tax-
able Income.

Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) = $1,500

Pre-Adjustment AMTI = $  500

$1,500 (ACE)

less – 500 (Pre-Adjustment AMTI)

$1,000 (Excess)

times x 75%

$  750 ACE Adjustment

Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) Pre-Adjustment AMTI– Excess=

Excess 75% ACE Adjustment=
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ACE Depreciation in General IV
Note: A negative ACE Adjustment is possible to the extent that there was a positive ACE
Adjustment in a prior year.

This chapter will explain the ACE Adjustment for depreciation.

ACE Depreciation in General

Of the various items that comprise the ACE Adjustment, depreciation is a major compo-
nent. In general, for purposes of the ACE computation, depreciation is recalculated for
most assets using the MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS). The difference
between this and the depreciation recalculated for AMT is the amount of the ACE
Depreciation Adjustment.

Note: Understanding the ADS method of depreciation is, therefore, essential to under-
standing the ACE Depreciation Adjustment. ADS is described in detail in Section IV:
“Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS).” Basically, ADS
uses straight-line depreciation, with the same MACRS averaging convention rules, but
usually over a longer recovery period.

ACE Depreciation Adjustment Worksheet

Depreciation for Regular Tax Purposes

AMT Adjustment Amount (from line 2a*)

plus

less AMT Tax Preference on Real Property (line 2o*)

plus

AMT Tax Preference on Personal Property (line 2o*)

 Subtotal = AMT Adjustment and Tax Preferences (               )

equals Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT 
(before the ACE Adjustment)**

less Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (an 
additional worksheet (see page IV-160) will be needed 
to determine this number) (               )

ACE Depreciation Adjustment***

* Line references are to the 2013 IRS Form 4626, Alternative Minimum Tax – Corporations. Remember that
while the Tax Preference amounts can only be positive numbers, the Adjustment amount can be either a
positive or a negative number. A negative AMT Adjustment amount will increase the “Total Depreciation
Expense Recomputed for AMT.”
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ACE Depreciation in GeneralIV
The ACE Depreciation Adjustment may be either a positive or a negative amount:

1. If ACE depreciation is less than AMT depreciation, a positive amount results, and
the difference will increase ACE. Remember that the goal of the ACE Adjustment is
to increase current earnings in order to increase the amount of tax. Generally, before
recomputing depreciation per the prescribed ACE method, the depreciation expense
is higher, causing current earnings to be lower. Thus, the object of the ACE Adjust-
ment is to lower the depreciation expense and cause the current earnings to
increase.

2. If ACE depreciation is more than AMT depreciation, a negative amount results, and
the difference will decrease ACE. This eventually will occur, since ACE deprecia-
tion represents a “timing difference.” We will demonstrate this later with an exam-
ple.

Example: XYZ has three assets, two of which are MACRS property, subject to the
AMT Adjustment, and a third property, which is being depreciated under Income Fore-
casting. All three assets were placed in service before 1994. The following depreciation
has already been computed:

Determine the ACE Depreciation Adjustment.

** If you prefer, and have available your worksheet showing what the total depreciation expense recomputed
for AMT purposes is, you can skip the above computation and start with this line. However, it is important
to remember that “total depreciation expense recomputed for AMT purposes” includes the regular tax
depreciation for any property for which it was NOT necessary to recalculate depreciation for AMT pur-
poses.

*** This ACE Depreciation Adjustment is then added to “Preadjustment alternative minimum taxable income
(AMTI),” line 3 of the 2011 IRS Form 4626, along with the various other ACE Adjustments, to determine
the corporation’s Adjusted Current Earnings.

Asset 
A

Asset 
B

Asset 
C Total

Depreciation for regular tax purposes $6 $8 $9 $23

Depreciation for AMT purposes 5 6 9* $20

AMT Adjustment Amount $1 $2 N/A $ 3

Total Depreciation for ACE purposes $3 $4 $9* $16
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ACE Depreciation in General IV
Result: Using the above worksheet:

Example: Assume the same example as above, but reverse the depreciation amounts for
regular tax and AMT purposes:

Determine the ACE Depreciation Adjustment.

Result: Again, using our worksheet:

Depreciation for Regular Tax Purposes $23

AMT Adjustment Amount $3

plus

less AMT Tax Preference Amount 0

 Subtotal = AMT Adjustment and Tax Preferences (3)

equals Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT** $20

less Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (16)

ACE Depreciation Adjustment $ 4

* Notice that both the AMT and ACE depreciation amounts include the regular tax depreciation on Asset C,
which was not affected by any AMT or ACE adjustments.

** Alternatively, you could have started with this line, completing it by the filling in the $20 amount computed
above.

Asset 
A

Asset 
B

Asset 
C Total

Depreciation for regular tax purposes $5 $6 $9 $20

Depreciation for AMT purposes 6 8 9 $23

AMT Adjustment Amount ($1) ($2) N/A ($ 3)

Total Depreciation for ACE purposes $3 $4 $9 $16

Depreciation for Regular Tax Purposes $20

AMT Adjustment Amount ($3)

plus

less AMT Tax Preference Amount 0

 Subtotal = AMT Adjustment and Tax Preferences*
* We are subtracting a negative amount. ((3))

equals Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT** $23
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ACE Depreciation in GeneralIV
To Which Property Does the ACE Adjustment Apply?
The 75% ACE Adjustment applies to all property, since it is applied to the excess of
Adjusted Current Earnings over Pre-Adjustment AMTI, both of which include an
amount of depreciation expense for every asset that is currently being depreciated.

The question, therefore, is on which property do we need to recalculate depreciation by
a different method in order to determine the ACE Depreciation Adjustment? The answer
is that depreciation for the ACE Adjustment is recalculated only on ACRS and pre-1994
MACRS property.

Therefore, for ACE purposes, depreciation does not need to be recalculated on:

• Property placed in service after December 31, 1993.

• Nonrecovery property (this includes pre-1981 property and any property not subject
to either MACRS or ACRS because of the anti-churning rules).

• Property that the business elected to depreciate over a method that is not based on a
life in years, such as a Production or Use Method.

• Films, videotapes, and sound recordings.

• Certain public utility property, unless a normalization method of accounting is used.

In addition to the above, depreciation does not need to be recalculated for ACE purposes
on any property if a corporation becomes exempt from AMT due to the Taxpayer Relief
Act of 1997 (even if it later loses its exemption).

Note: For purposes of this chapter we will refer to the above-mentioned property as “All
Other Property,” which, as explained earlier, is included in the 75% ACE Adjustment but
is not recalculated for ACE.

Property, or any portion thereof, that was expensed under Section 179 is excluded from
the ACE depreciation recalculation.

The easiest way to understand ACE depreciation is to divide all MACRS and ACRS
depreciable property into three categories, based on the year in which it was placed in
service:

1. Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS Property

2. Pre-1990 MACRS Property

3. Pre-1990 ACRS Property

less Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (16)

ACE Depreciation Adjustment $ 7
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Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS Property IV
Note: In the above categories, you will notice that the key date is 1990. The reason for
this is that the ACE Adjustment was created for tax years beginning in 1990 and later.

Because each of these three categories receives a different treatment for computing ACE
depreciation, each will be described individually on the following pages. We recom-
mend that you look at each category separately. At the end of this chapter, we will put
the separate components together, into one worksheet, to come up with the ACE Depre-
ciation Adjustment.

Basis of Property Being Depreciated for ACE Purposes
Unlike the adjustments for AMT depreciation described in the previous chapter, when
computing depreciation for ACE purposes, the basis of the asset sometimes needs to be
adjusted. One of the reasons, in fact, for dividing the property into the three categories
mentioned above is to keep straight the different treatment given for determining the
depreciable basis of property in each category for the ACE computation.

For some assets, there is no special basis adjustment for the ACE calculation, and the
same basis as for regular tax purposes is used. However, for other assets, the basis used
to compute ACE depreciation may be either the original basis (usually cost) or the AMT
basis, either of which is then reduced by the total depreciation claimed on the asset
through the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990. (Notice, again, that the key
date is 1990.) As you read through the descriptions of the various categories, we will
explain what basis must be used for each.

Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS Property

MACRS property that is placed in service in tax years beginning after 1989 but before
1994 is depreciated for ACE purposes under the MACRS Alternative Depreciation Sys-
tem (ADS). The property’s basis for ACE is the same as that used for regular tax pur-
poses. No special adjustment to basis is required, since no depreciation is claimed on
such property before 1990.

Since both of the following classes of property, placed in service after 1989 but before
1994, are depreciated, for both ACE and AMT purposes, using the ADS method and the
same basis, the ACE and AMT depreciation will be the same for:

• MACRS real property in either the 27.5-, 31.5-, or 39-year class, and

• MACRS personal property that, for regular tax purposes, is depreciated using
straight-line depreciation (either over its General Depreciation System—GDS—life
or its ADS life).

Example: In 1992, XYZ, a calendar-year business, placed in service an asset costing
$1,200, which it is depreciating using 200% declining-balance. The half-year conven-
tion applies. For regular tax purposes, it has a 5-year recovery period. For ADS, it has a
6-year recovery period.
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Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS PropertyIV
Result: XYZ computes depreciation as follows:

For Regular Tax Purposes:*

For AMT Purposes:*

* When making these calculations, we could have used the percentage from the tables given in the back of this
guide, instead of manually making the computation as we have done here.

For ACE Purposes:

Therefore, to calculate the ACE Depreciation Adjustment in this example:

Or, if using our worksheet:**

** At this point, the reader might wonder about whether it is really necessary to use the steps in the worksheet.
However, remember that in this example we are depreciating only one asset and, therefore, it is very over-sim-
plified! The danger of the above shortcut is forgetting to include an asset that required no AMT depreciation
adjustment.

Continuing with the same example, a complete summary of the depreciation for this
asset is as follows:

Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT $150

less Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (100)

ACE Depreciation Adjustment $50

Depreciation for Regular Tax Purposes $240

less AMT Adjustment Amount ($240 – $150) (90)

Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT $150

less Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (100)

ACE Depreciation Adjustment $ 50

Year Regular AMT

AMT 
Adjustme

nt ACE

ACE 
Adjustme

nt

1992 $240 $150 $ 90 $100 $ 50

1993 384 262 122 200 62

1994 231 197 34 200 (3)

$1,200
5

---------------- 2 6
12
------ $240=

$1,200
6

---------------- 1.5 6
12
------ $150=

$1,200
6

---------------- 6
12
------ $100=
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Pre-1990 MACRS Property IV
The above example demonstrates several points:

• The AMT Adjustment is the difference between the depreciation calculated for reg-
ular tax purposes and the depreciation calculated for AMT purposes.

• The ACE Depreciation Adjustment is the difference between the depreciation calcu-
lated for AMT purposes and the depreciation calculated for ACE purposes.

• Both AMT and ACE depreciation are simply “timing differences,” in that the same
amount of depreciation (i.e., $1,200) is eventually taken under all three methods of
depreciation: regular tax, AMT, and ACE.

• Since both the AMT Adjustment and the ACE Depreciation Adjustment allow for
positive or negative amounts, by the end of the asset’s recovery period, both have
“zeroed out.” In other words, by the end of the asset’s recovery period, the positive
adjustments have equally offset the negative adjustments.

• In this example, since the asset was being depreciated for regular tax purposes by
the most accelerated method available (i.e., 200% declining-balance), there is a dif-
ference between AMT depreciation (150% declining-balance) and ACE deprecia-
tion (straight-line), even though both are using the asset’s ADS life.

Pre-1990 MACRS Property

MACRS property that is placed in service in tax years beginning before 1990 is depreci-
ated for ACE purposes under the MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS)
using:

• the basis of the property for AMT purposes as of the close of the last tax year begin-
ning before 1990, and

• over the remaining ADS recovery period as of the close of the last tax year begin-
ning before 1990.

1995 138 169 (31) 200 (31)

1996 138 169 (31) 200 (31)

1997 69 169 (100) 200 (31)

1998 – 84 (84) 100 (16)

Total $1,200 $1,200 0 $1,200 0

Year Regular AMT

AMT 
Adjustme

nt ACE

ACE 
Adjustme

nt
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Pre-1990 MACRS PropertyIV
How To:

To compute ACE depreciation on assets included in this category, it is best to use the
following steps:

1. Determine the asset’s depreciable basis for calculating ACE depreciation (i.e., the
AMT adjusted basis):

* For a calendar-year business, this is the total AMT depreciation claimed through December 31, 1989.

2. Determine the asset’s remaining ADS life:

• It begins on the first day of the first tax year beginning after 1989.
• It ends on the last day of the recovery period that would have applied had the

property been depreciated using the ADS method since it was first placed in ser-
vice and applying the same averaging convention as originally used.

3. To compute the ACE depreciation, the following formula is used:

Example: On January 1, 1988, XYZ, a calendar-year business, placed in service an
asset costing $1,200, which it is depreciating using 200% declining-balance. The
half-year convention applies. For regular tax purposes, it has a 5-year recovery period.
For ADS, it has a 6-year recovery period.

Result: To compute depreciation for ACE purposes, we will follow the steps described
above:

1. Determine the asset’s AMT adjusted basis:

2. Determine the asset’s remaining ADS life:

• It begins on January 1, 1990, the first day of the first tax year beginning after
1989.

• It ends on June 30, 1994. The asset has a 6-year ADS life and the half-year con-
vention applies. Therefore, as of 12/31/89, 1.5 years of the asset’s ADS recov-

Original Basis of Property When First Placed in Service

less (Total Depreciation Recalculated on Property for AMT Purposes as of 
the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990*)

equals Basis of Property on Which To Calculate ACE Depreciation

Original basis of asset $1,200

less AMT Depreciation through 1989 ($150 in 1988 + $262 in 1989) (412)

Basis of Property on Which To Calculate ACE Depreciation $788

AMT Adjusted Basis (Step 1)
Remaining ADS Life (Step 2)
---------------------------------------------------------------------
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Pre-1990 ACRS Property IV
ery period had expired, leaving another 4.5 years (6 years less 1.5 years)
remaining.

3. Compute the ACE depreciation:

Therefore, since this is straight-line depreciation, XYZ will expense $175 of deprecia-
tion for ACE each year for 4 years and $88 in the final half-year. A complete summary
of the depreciation for this asset is as follows:

* There is no ACE Depreciation Adjustment in either 1988 or 1989, as it was not effective until 1990.

** The $788 was the asset’s AMT adjusted basis determined above in Step 1.

Pre-1990 ACRS Property

ACRS property is depreciated for ACE purposes under the MACRS Alternative Depre-
ciation System (ADS) using:

• the regular tax basis computed as of the close of the last tax year beginning before
1990, and

• over the remaining ADS recovery period as of the close of the last tax year begin-
ning before 1990.

Note: Even though this category is for ACRS property, notice that the depreciation meth-
od used for ACE purposes is the MACRS ADS method, not the ACRS Alternate
Straight-Line method.

Year Regular AMT

AMT 
Adjustme

nt ACE

ACE 
Adjustme

nt

1988 $240 $150 $ 90 N/A* N/A

1989 384 262 122 N/A* N/A

1990 231 197 34 175 22

1991 138 169 (31) 175 (6)

1992 138 169 (31) 175 (6)

1993 69 169 (100) 175 (6)

1994 – 84 (84) 88 (4)

Total $1,200 $1,200 0 $788** 0

$788 (asset‘s basis as computed for AMT)
4.5 years (remaining ADS life)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $175=
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How To:

To compute ACE depreciation on assets included in this category:

1. Determine the asset’s depreciable basis for calculating ACE depreciation (i.e., the
regular tax basis):

2. Determine the asset’s remaining ADS life:

• It begins on the first day of the first tax year beginning after 1989.
• It ends on the last day of the recovery period that would have applied had the

property been depreciated using the ADS method since it was first placed in ser-
vice and applying the averaging convention that would have been used under
MACRS, except that the midquarter convention is not used (IRS Code Reg.
1.56(g)-1(b)(3)(ii)(C)).

3. To compute the ACE depreciation, the following formula is used:

Note: Since depreciation for ACE purposes is computed over the remaining ADS recov-
ery period, this means that some ACRS property that may be fully depreciated for regular
tax purposes is still being depreciated for ACE purposes! (In order for this to apply, the
property cannot be fully depreciated for regular tax purposes prior to 1/1/90.)

The next two examples will demonstrate how the remaining ADS life affects ACRS
property:

Example: Assume that XYZ, a calendar-year business, placed in service on December
31, 1985, ACRS personal property with an ACRS recovery period of 5 years and a
MACRS ADS life of 9.5 years.

Result: Since ACRS has built into its percentage tables the half year convention, as of
December 31, 1989, 5 recovery years will have expired and the property is fully depreci-
ated. The property now has a basis of zero. Therefore, even though the full ADS life of
the asset has not yet expired, there is no ACE depreciation computed.

Example: Assume the same facts as in the preceding example, except that the property
was placed in service on December 31, 1986, or 1 year later.

Original Basis of Property When First Placed in Service

less (Total Depreciation Calculated on Property for Regular Tax Purposes as 
of the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990)

equals Basis of Property on Which To Calculate ACE Depreciation

Regular Tax Adjusted Basis (Step 1)
Remaining ADS Life (Step 2)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Pre-1990 ACRS Property IV
Result: Unlike the previous example, as of December 31, 1989, the property is not fully
depreciated, having been depreciated for only 4 of its 5 recovery years. Since under
MACRS the property would have used the half-year convention (remember that the
midquarter convention is not an option for ACE purposes), as of December 31, 1989,
3.5 years of its ADS life will have expired. Therefore, of its 9.5 ADS life, 6 years (9.5
years less 3.5 years) of depreciation for ACE purposes remain.

The next example demonstrates how to calculate depreciation for ACE purposes:

Example: On January 1, 1986, XYZ, a calendar-year business, placed in service an
asset costing $1,000, which it is depreciating using the regular ACRS method of 150%
declining-balance. For regular tax purposes, it had 5-year recovery period. For ADS, it
has a 9.5-year recovery period.

Result: To compute depreciation for ACE purposes:

1. Determine the asset’s regular tax adjusted basis:

2. Determine the asset’s remaining ADS life:

• It begins on January 1, 1990, the first day of the first tax year beginning after
1989.

• It ends on December 31, 1995. The asset has a 9.5-year ADS life and the
half-year convention applies. Therefore, as of 12/31/89, 3.5 years of the asset’s
ADS recovery period has expired, leaving another 6 years (9.5 years less 3.5
years) remaining.

3. Compute the ACE depreciation:

Therefore, XYZ will expense $35 of depreciation each year for 6 years. A complete
summary of the depreciation for this asset is as follows:

Original basis of asset $1,000

less Regular Tax Depreciation through 1989
($150 in 1986, $220 in 1987, $210 in 1988 and 1989) (790)

Basis of Property on Which To Calculate ACE Depreciation $210

Year Regular AMT

AMT 
Adjustme

nt ACE

ACE 
Adjustme

nt

1986 $150 $150 N/A N/A N/A

1987 220 220 – N/A N/A

1988 210 210 – N/A N/A

1989 210 210 – N/A N/A

1990 210 210 – 35 175

$210 (asset‘s basis as computed for regular tax purposes)
6 years (remaining ADS life)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $35=
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The above example demonstrates several points:

• We are assuming that this is not leased personal property and that XYZ is not a Per-
sonal Holding Company. Therefore, AMT depreciation equals regular tax deprecia-
tion.

• Since AMT depreciation is the same as regular tax depreciation, there is no Tax
Preference adjustment for AMT. (Remember that since this is ACRS property, if an
AMT adjustment had been required, it would have been an AMT Tax Preference,
not an Adjustment.)

• There is no ACE Depreciation Adjustment until 1990.

• The XYZ Adjusted Current Earnings is increased in 1990 and decreased in later
years.

Miscellaneous ACE Rules Pertaining to Depreciation

The other issues that you need to be aware of are:

1. Basis of Property. Just as the other AMT Adjustments create a different basis for
AMT purposes, so too does the ACE Depreciation Adjustment. Therefore, if during
the tax year, a business disposes of property for which it has made an ACE adjust-
ment, then it must recompute the property’s adjusted basis for ACE purposes and
recalculate the property’s gain or loss. (For an example of the required computation,
see “Miscellaneous AMT Rules Pertaining to Depreciation,” page IV-139.)

2. Luxury Automobile Rules. The luxury automobile rules of IRS Code Sect. 280F for
listed property, which limit the amount of allowable depreciation, apply to ACE
depreciation, the same as they do for regular and AMT depreciation purposes.

3. Uniform Capitalization Rules. Depreciation that is capitalized under the uniform
capitalization rules of IRS Code Sec. 263A must be recalculated using the above
rules for ACE purposes.

4. Separate Set of Records. A separate set of records to record ACE depreciation must
be kept even if the corporation is not in an AMT situation in a given year. It is still

1991 – – – 35 (35)

1992 – – – 35 (35)

1993 – – – 35 (35)

1994 – – – 35 (35)

1994 – – – 35 (35)

Total $1,000 $1,000 0 $210 0

Year Regular AMT

AMT 
Adjustme

nt ACE

ACE 
Adjustme

nt
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ACE Summary IV
necessary to compute ACE depreciation in order to keep track of both the corpora-
tion’s Adjusted Current Earnings and the property’s basis for ACE purposes.

5. Although property placed in service after December 31, 1993, has no depreciation
adjustment for ACE, the depreciation adjustment for such property for the Alterna-
tive Minimum Tax still applies.

ACE Summary

The ACE Adjustment for depreciation on property placed in service before 1994 is best
summarized in chart form:

1 Adjusted basis as of the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990.

2 Remaining ADS recovery period as of the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990.

In addition to the above, remember that depreciation does not need to be recalculated for
ACE purposes on any property if a corporation becomes exempt from AMT due to the
Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 (even if it later loses its exemption).

Property 
Type

Year 
Property 
Placed in 
Service

Basis of Property 
To Be Used for 

ACE 
Depreciation

ACE 
Depreciatio
n Method

ACE Recovery 
Period

MACRS Post-1989,
Pre-1994

Original Basis Straight-Line ADS Recovery Period

MACRS Pre-1990 AMT Adjusted 
Basis1

Straight-Line Remaining ADS 
Recovery Period2

ACRS Pre-1990 Regular Tax 
Adjusted Basis1

Straight-Line Remaining ADS 
Recovery Period2

All Other 
Property

ACE Depreciation Will Be the Same as for Regular Tax Purposes
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ACE Depreciation Worksheet

Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for AMT
(see the worksheet on page IV-147)

Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE Purposes:

Post-1989, Pre-1994 MACRS Property:

plus

Pre-1900 MACRS Property:

less plus

Pre-1990 ACRS Property:

plus

All Other Property:

Use same depreciation method as for
Regular Tax Purposes

Subtotal = Total Depreciation Expense Recomputed for ACE (               )

ACE Depreciation Adjustment**

* As of the close of the last tax year beginning before 1990.

** The ACE Depreciation Adjustment may be either a positive or negative amount!

Original Basis
ADS Recovery Period
----------------------------------------------------

AMT Adjusted Basis*
Remaining ADS Recovery Period*
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Regular Tax Adjusted Basis*
Remaining ADS Recovery Period*
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Section IV: Chapter 9:
Depreciation and IRS Tax Form 4562
In this section:

Part I: Section 179 Election  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-162
Part II: Special Depreciation Allowance and Other Depreciation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-163
Part III: MACRS Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-164
Part IV: Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-165
Part V: Listed Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-166
Part VI: Amortization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-169
Tips on Completing Form 4562  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV-169

IRS Form 4562, Depreciation and Amortization, is used by all types of entities and has
several purposes:

• To claim a deduction for depreciation and amortization expense.

• To elect Section 179 expense.

• To provide detailed information on the use of vehicles.

• To provide general information on listed property other than vehicles.

Whether or not a business that is claiming depreciation* must file Form 4562 depends
first on the type of entity it is. A regular C corporation (i.e., any corporation other than
an S corporation) must file Form 4562 with its federal tax return every year that it is
claiming any depreciation. Other types of businesses (partnerships, S corporations, etc.)
only need to file Form 4562 if they have depreciation expense for property placed in ser-
vice in the current year, any Section 179 amount (including any Section 179 carryover
amount being expensed in the current year), or are depreciating any listed property. In
other words, a business that is claiming depreciation expense does not have to file Form
4562 if it is not operating as a C corporation, has no listed property, is not claiming any
Section 179 expense, and does not place any depreciable property in service in the cur-
rent year.

Note: *For the purpose of this discussion, the term depreciation will include regular de-
preciation, amortization, and Section 179 expense.

Although IRS requires detailed information on current-year depreciation, it does not
require any detail on depreciable assets that were placed in service in earlier years. How-
ever, all such information (depreciable basis, depreciation method, recovery period, etc.)
must be kept in your permanent records.

Form 4562 consists of six parts; each is designed to capture specific information. Before
we discuss each part in detail below, see the Form 4562, Depreciation and Amortization
page on the IRS web site to view (or download) the latest version of the form. All line
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Section IV: Chapter 9: Depreciation and IRS Tax Form 4562
Part I: Section 179 ElectionIV
references refer to the 2015 version but should apply to most other years since signifi-
cant changes are rare.

Part I: Section 179 Election

Completion of Part 1 of Form 4562 for new property constitutes an election to claim
Section 179 expense. In addition, Part 1 is designed to limit the amount of Section 179
expense by the three principal parameters:

• Dollar limit - The maximum dollar limitation is entered on Line 1.

• Investment limit - The investment limit is entered on Line 3.

• Taxable income limit - The taxable income limitation, if applicable, is entered on
Line 11.

Completing Part I
Prepare a listing of property, other than listed property, on which you claimed Section
179 expense this year. Also, look at line 13 of your prior year Form 4562 to see if there
is a carryover amount of disallowed Section 179 expense from last year.

Line 1:
Generally, this is $500,000 for the current year. However, if the entity is located in a spe-
cial zone, this amount is increased by a specified amount described in “Miscellaneous
Section 179 Rules,” page IV-19.

Line 2:
This is the total cost of qualifying Section 179 property placed in service in the current
year. For an enterprise zone, only include 50% of any qualified zone property.

Line 3:
Generally, this is the investment limit of $2,000,000 for the current year. However, if the
entity is located in a special zone, this amount is increased by a specified amount
described in “Miscellaneous Section 179 Rules,” page IV-19.

Lines 4 - 6:
Self-explanatory.

Line 7:
All information on listed property is entered in Part V of Form 4562, page two. If Section
179 expense is claimed on such property, it is entered both in Part V and here on Line 7.
If the property is a luxury vehicle, the combined amount of Section 179 and depreciation
expense claimed on it cannot exceed the annual limit.

Line 8 and 9:
Self-explanatory.
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Part II: Special Depreciation Allowance and Other Depreciation IV
Line 10:
Enter any carryover of Section 179 expense that was disallowed in previous years. This
is the amount on line 13 of your prior year Form 4562.

Line 11:
Enter the smaller of:

• Line 5 (the amount of allowable Section 179 expense after the previous two limita-
tions are applied), or

• The entity’s taxable income. Taxable income is calculated without regard to the
Section 179 expense deduction or any net operating loss carryforward or carryback.

Line 12:
This is the amount of Section 179 expense allowed for the current year.

Line 13:
This is the unallowable amount of Section 179 expense, which may be carried forward
indefinitely.

Part II: Special Depreciation Allowance and Other Depreciation

Part II of Form 4562 is where the 168 first-year depreciation allowance, ACRS, and
other depreciation is entered.

Completing Part II
Prepare a listing of all qualified special zone properties for which you are taking the 168
first-year depreciation allowance and all non-MACRS property placed in service in an
earlier year that is still being depreciated. Exclude listed property. Although it is impor-
tant to keep detailed records, no attachment is required for this part of the form.

Line 14:
Enter the special Depreciation Allowance taken on all qualified special zone assets
placed in service in the current year.

Line 15:
This is a separate line for property that you elect to depreciate under a method not based
in terms of years, such as the units-of-production method. You must attach a statement
showing the property’s:

• Description

• Depreciation method

• Depreciable basis
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Line 16:
This line includes the following:

• ACRS property

• Nonrecovery property

• Property subject to the anti-churning rules. See “Anti-Churning Rules,” page IV-66,
and “Anti-Churning Rules,” page IV-110, for a detailed explanation.

• Videotapes, sound recordings, and motion picture films (income forecasting)

• Intangible property that is not Section 197 property. An example is computer soft-
ware that is depreciated over 36 months.

• Property depreciated under ADR.

Part III: MACRS Depreciation

Part III of Form 4562 is where property other than listed property is entered if it is
depreciated under MACRS. For record-keeping purposes, this is the most important sec-
tion of the form. It identifies all of the essential information for depreciating these assets
in future years.

Part III is divided into three sections:

1. Section A: MACRS depreciation for assets placed in service in a prior year, and the
election to use general asset accounts.

2. Section B: Property depreciated under the General Depreciation System (GDS).

3. Section C: Property depreciated under the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS).

Completing Part III
Prepare a listing of your MACRS assets, but exclude all listed property. Distinguish
between those assets depreciated under the General Depreciation System (GDS) and
those depreciated under the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS). Next, group the
assets by their recovery-period classification.

Section A
Enter MACRS depreciation for assets placed in service in a prior year.

Check the box on the following line to make the general asset account election. This is
sometimes referred to as mass-asset or multiple-asset accounting. Under this system,
you can depreciate a large number of similar assets in one account, rather than depreciat-
ing each asset individually. This election is irrevocable and applies to the current year
and all future years.
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Section B
This is where you enter current year acquisitions that are depreciated under MACRS and
for which you have not elected the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS). It includes
property that you have elected to depreciate using 150% declining-balance, but over
their longer ADS recovery periods. Each line represents a property classification* based
on the asset’s class life, assigned under the Asset Depreciation Range (ADR) System.
For a detailed listing of property classifications, see “IRS ADR Class Life Table,” page
VI-4.

Note: *Notice that the term “classification” is not the same as an asset’s class life! For
example, a desk has a 7-year recovery period based on a 10-year ADR class life. A desk
belongs on the line for 7-year property. If you elect to depreciate an asset using the 150%
declining-balance method over its ADS life, the classification of the asset does not
change. Therefore, the line on which it is reported does not change. Whether a desk is
depreciated using 200% declining-balance over its GDS life of 7 years or by 150% de-
clining-balance using its ADS life of 10 years, it is entered on the line for 7-year property.

For each classification of property, which is preprinted in Column (a), enter:

• Column (b) - Month and year placed in service, but only if it is residential rental or
nonresidential real property.

• Column (c) - Basis for depreciation: For an explanation of how to compute depre-
ciable basis, see “Basis Used for Depreciation,” page I-12. Remember to deduct out
any Section 179 expense.

• Column (d) - Recovery period: Note that the recovery periods for 25-, 27.5-, and
39-year property are preprinted on the form.

• Column (e) - Averaging convention: For personal property enter either “HY”
(half-year) or “MQ” (midquarter). For residential rental and nonresidential real
property, the averaging convention (“MM” for midmonth) is preprinted on the form.

• Column (f) - Depreciation method: This is where you elect to use 150% declin-
ing-balance (enter “150 DB”) or straight-line (enter “S/L”) for personal property. If
neither of these elections is made, enter “200 DB” for 200% declining-balance.

• Column (g) - Depreciation expense: Enter the amount calculated for the current
year.

Section C
The election to use the Alternative Depreciation System (ADS) is made by completing
Section C. The instructions to complete this section are the same as for Section B except
that for Column (f) the depreciation method is preprinted as “S/L.”

Part IV: Summary

Part IV of Form 4562 is a summary of the total depreciation expense. It does not include
amortization expense. It does include the depreciation for listed property from the sec-
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Part V: Listed PropertyIV
ond page of the form and totals it along with the depreciation and Section 179 expense
amounts entered in Parts I, II, and III. However, it does not include any Section 179
expense if the entity completing the form is either a partnership or S corporation. This is
because Section 179 expense for such entities is passed through to the individual part-
ners or shareholders.

This summary section also asks for the amount of any increase in the basis of assets sub-
ject to the uniform capitalization rules of IRS Section 263A. Generally, manufacturers
are the ones most likely to be affected by this code section.

Part V: Listed Property

Part V pertains to all types of listed property, whether or not it actually has any personal
use and whether or not it was placed in service in the current year. For a complete dis-
cussion of the definition of listed property, see “Definition of Listed Property,” page
IV-73. Now that Section 179 expense has been limited to $25,000 for sport utility vehi-
cles purchased after October 22, 2004, SUV detailed information will appear under
listed property, even though an SUV is not considered to be listed property.

Part V is divided into three sections:

1. Section A: Lists all listed property and includes depreciation and other important
information about each asset.

2. Section B: Requests information on the use of business vehicles.

3. Section C: Contains questions for employers who provide vehicles for use by their
employees.

Depreciation deductions for listed property are allowed only for the percentage of the
property’s basis used for business and investment purposes. There are substantiation
requirements for proving such use. For an explanation, see “Record-Keeping Require-
ments for Listed Property,” page IV-96. There are also two types of written policy state-
ments that will satisfy these substantiation requirements. These are described in
“Completing Part V,” in the explanation for “Section C,” page IV-167.

Completing Part V
Prepare a listing of all listed property regardless of the tax year the property was placed
in service. Include all relevant information about each property's depreciation. Divide
the property into two groups: property used more than 50% in qualified business use and
property used 50% or less in qualified business use. For a detailed explanation, see
“Qualified Business Use,” page IV-75.

Section A
List any automobiles first, followed by all other listed property. If there are more than
five vehicles and they are all used 100% for business purposes, you may group them by
tax year. If employees reimburse the company for their personal use of a vehicle or the
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value of the personal use is included in the employees’ gross income, the vehicle is
treated as being used 100% for business purposes.

Note: Remember that:

• The ceiling limitations for vehicles are the maximum amounts of depreciation and
Section 179 expense that may be claimed. Also, such limitations must be reduced if
the tax year is a short year or if the business use is less than 100%.

• If listed property is not used more than 50% of the time for qualified business use,
no Section 179 expense may be claimed and straight-line depreciation must be used.

• If business use of listed property falls to 50% or less in a subsequent year, it may be
necessary to recapture depreciation and Section 179 expense. This is done on the
IRS Form 4797.

Section B
First answer the questions in Section C, the next section. For each vehicle identified in
Section A, information about its mileage and its specific use must be provided here
unless:

• Any of the questions in Section C are answered “Yes,” or

• A vehicle is only used by employees who are not more than 5% owners.

Section C
If any of the questions in this section are answered “Yes,” Section B above does not
have to be completed.

If the employer keeps one of the two types of written policy statements described below,
the employee who uses a company vehicle does not need to keep a separate set of
records and the company will have also satisfied its substantiation requirements as well:

1. A policy statement that prohibits all personal use, including commuting, of the com-
pany vehicles by employees and all of the following conditions are met:

• *The employer owns or leases the vehicle and provides the vehicle to one or
more employees for use in the employer’s business.

• The vehicle is kept on the employer’s business premises when not in use.
• No employee who uses the vehicle lives at the employer’s place of business.
• *An employee may only use the vehicle personally if that use is de minimis in

nature (such as the employee stopping for lunch between two business calls).
• *The employer reasonably believes that his employees are not using the vehi-

cles for personal use.
• The employer can provide evidence to support all of the preceding five condi-

tions.

1. A policy statement that prohibits all personal use, except commuting, of the com-
pany vehicles by employees and all of the following conditions are met:
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• *All of the same preceding three conditions with an asterisk in front of them,
except add the words “other than commuting” to the last two.

• The employer requires that the employee commutes to work in the vehicle for
legitimate noncompensatory business reasons.

• The employee is not an officer, director, or a 1% or more owner of the
employer’s business.

• The employer includes the commuting value in the employee’s gross income.
• The employer can provide evidence to support all of the preceding six condi-

tions.

As an alternative to the above, an employer can treat all use of a vehicle by an employee
as personal use. In other words, the employer can include the value of the availability of
the vehicle in the employee’s gross income, without any exclusion for a working condi-
tion fringe benefit to the employee, and withhold the required taxes. This would consti-
tute sufficient evidence and would satisfy the substantiation requirements for the
employer (per IRS Reg. 1.274-6T(c)). The employee, however, would then have to sub-
stantiate any deduction.
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Part VI: Amortization

Each year, you may elect to amortize certain qualifying property over a prescribed num-
ber of years. The election to amortize any newly acquired property is made by complet-
ing Part VI. You only provide detailed information for amortizable property acquired in
the current year. IRS does not require detail on amortizable property that was placed in
service in earlier years.

For current year property, you must provide the IRS code section under which it is being
amortized. Most intangible property is amortized over 15 years, under Code Section 197.
For a detailed explanation, see Section II: “Amortization.” Other types of amortizable
property and their appropriate IRS code sections are:

• Pollution control facilities: Sec. 169

• Certain bond premiums: Sec. 171

• Cost of acquiring a lease: Sec. 178

• Reforestation expenses: Sec. 194

• Start-up expenses: Sec. 195

• Organization costs for a corporation: Sec. 248

• Organization costs for a partnership: Sec. 709

Tips on Completing Form 4562

• If a tax return (generally an individual return) has more than one business activity, pre-
pare a separate Form 4562 for each activity. However, prepare only one Part I when
computing the allowable amount of Section 179 expense.

• Since the Form 4562 only shows detail for current year acquisitions, you must main-
tain detailed records for property depreciated and/or amortized from previous years.

• The Form 4562 must be filed with any C corporation income tax return that is
claiming a depreciation expense. However, an S corporation, partnership, or an indi-
vidual filing a Schedule C (Profit or Loss from Business) only needs to file it if
depreciable property is placed in service during the current year or the entity is
claiming any depreciation on any listed property. In addition, an individual filing a
Schedule C must file the Form 4562 if claiming any Section 179 expense, either
from the current year or as a carryover amount from a previous year.

• Rounding off to whole dollars is acceptable to IRS. Eliminate any amount less than
fifty cents and increase any amount from fifty cents to ninety-nine cents to the next
higher dollar.
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In this section:

The Fundamentals of Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  V-2
Depreciation for Financial Versus Tax Reporting Purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  V-2
Allowed or Allowable Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  V-2
Multiple Depreciation Calculations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  V-3

We have covered a wide range of depreciation issues in this guide, both from a financial
reporting perspective and according to IRS rules. We started with the basic concepts and
then went on to specifics. There are two principal goals when calculating depreciation:

• To accurately match depreciation expense with business income.

• To correctly follow both GAAP and IRS rules.

Initially, the myriad of rules surrounding depreciation may have seemed overwhelming.
However, as you have learned, if taken one step at a time, depreciation is not difficult.

A key to correctly calculating depreciation is simply remembering to ask yourself all of
the necessary questions. Most depreciation errors are either errors of omission or errors
caused by not fully understanding one's options. For example:

• “Do you need to keep an ACE book?”

• “Do you start depreciating an asset as soon as you purchase it?”

The list goes on. Obviously, before you even begin wondering if you know all of the
correct answers, you need to be sure you know all of the questions. The “Depreciation
Questions,” page V-5, is intended as a checklist to insure that nothing is forgotten.
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The Fundamentals of Depreciation

By starting with the fundamentals in Section I, you have been able to see that the depre-
ciation rules are built upon certain basic concepts:

• Property type

• Depreciable basis

• Date placed in service

• Property’s useful life or recovery period

• Depreciation method

Having read through this guide, it should also be apparent that most depreciation meth-
ods are based on either the straight-line method or a declining-balance method. Each
method has several variations, some of which are optional, while others are required to
be used at certain times.

Depreciation for Financial Versus Tax Reporting Purposes

In distinguishing between depreciation used for financial reporting versus tax reporting,
although the same basic fundamentals are used, the intent behind the choice of deprecia-
tion method is quite different.

Financial reporting attempts to find which depreciation method, approved by GAAP,
most realistically reflects the business’s use of the property. Tax reporting, on the other
hand, attempts to find which depreciation method, approved by the IRS, will allow the
business to pay the least amount of income tax, as late as possible, within the law.

Allowed or Allowable Depreciation

A concept that is unique to depreciation for tax reporting purposes is “allowed or allow-
able.” If an income tax return is filed and accepted by the IRS, the amount of deprecia-
tion expensed on that return has been technically “allowed.” However, because of any
number of reasons, the amount of depreciation claimed may not be correct. In other
words, it may not equal the amount “allowable” by the IRS. When this occurs, the
amount claimed may be either too much or not enough.

When an incorrect amount of depreciation is claimed on a tax return, there are two pos-
sible methods for rectifying this:

• File an amended return if the statute of limitations has not expired.

How To:

An amended tax return may be filed within three years from the date the original
return was filed, or two years after the tax was paid, whichever is later. A return that
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is filed early is considered to have been filed on the due date of the return.

• File a Form 3115, Application for Change in Accounting Method.

What happens if you discover that an incorrect amount of depreciation was claimed, it is
too late to file an amended return, you did not file Form 3115, and you are now dispos-
ing of the property and need to determine the property’s basis to compute the amount of
gain or loss? The answer is that the property’s basis must be reduced by the greater of
the allowed or allowable depreciation:

Multiple Depreciation Calculations

As stated earlier, different depreciation methods are used for different types of reporting
(i.e., financial vs. tax). In addition, different depreciation methods may be used within
any one income tax return.

A C corporation will, in many instances, be required to keep at least four separate sets of
depreciation records:

1. Financial statement depreciation.

2. Regular income tax depreciation.

3. AMT depreciation*.

4. ACE depreciation*.
* Beginning in 1998, if a corporation qualifies as a “small business corporation” under the Taxpayer Relief Act

of 1997, it does not have to compute either AMT or ACE depreciation. Furthermore, corporation that began
business in 1994 or later will not be subject to the ACE Depreciation Adjustment.

In addition to the above, the business may also need to keep a separate set of records for
state depreciation. This will occur if you are filing a state income tax return for a state
that has its own set of depreciation rules.

TIP
To simplify your record-keeping requirements:

Electing to use the MACRS Alternative Depreciation System (ADS), whenever possible, will
eliminate the depreciation adjustment for AMT, as well as eliminating any recalculation of depre-

When the 
allowed amount 
is greater:

If too much depreciation was claimed, the business must reduce the 
property’s basis by the amount deducted on the tax return, to the extent of 
any tax benefit received from the excess deduction.

or

When the 
allowable 
amount is 
greater:

If too little depreciation was claimed, the business must reduce the 
property’s basis by the correct amount of depreciation to which it was 
entitled, even though no tax benefit was ever derived!
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ciation for the computation of Earnings and Profits. (For assets placed in service prior to 1994,
electing ADS also eliminated the depreciation adjustment for ACE.)

Note: You need to be aware, however, that the above is only appropriate when the business does
not need to reduce its taxable income to avoid paying more tax, such as when it is in a loss situa-
tion.
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Decisions, decisions . . .

The key to correctly calculating depreciation is simply remembering to ask yourself all
of the necessary questions. None of the questions are difficult. However, they are all
important, and missing even one of them may give you an incorrect calculation.

Here are the questions, all very simple. In case you forget any of the terminology or
need a “How To” reminder, we have included subtitles and page references so you can
quickly turn to the appropriate discussion of what may be involved in the decision-mak-
ing process and find a quick clarification:

No. Question Where to find the answer

1. Are you the entity that may claim the depreciation on 
this particular property?

Who May Claim Depreciation?
(Section I: page I-2)

 A. If you cannot claim depreciation, but you are leasing 
the property (note that some lessees are entitled to 
depreciation), is it listed property?

Leased Listed Property
(Section IV: Chapter 3: page IV-90)

2. Is the property depreciable? What Property May Be Depreciated?
(Section I: page I-2)

3. What type of property is it? Is it tangible or intangible 
property? Is it personal or real property?

Elements of Depreciation, Type of Property
(Section I: page I-10)

 A. Is it amortizable? Section II: Amortization

 B. Is it listed property? Section IV: Chapter 4: Passenger 
Automobiles and Other Listed Property

 C. Is it Low-Income Housing that was placed in service 
after 1980 but before 1987?

Section IV: Chapter 4: page IV-98

4. What date was the property first placed in service? Elements of Depreciation, The Date Placed 
in Service 
(Section I: page I-11)

5. What is the property's depreciable basis? (Remember 
to ask if the property was used for personal purposes.)

Basis Used for Depreciation
(Section I: page I-12)

6. Are you depreciating the property for financial 
statement purposes1 or for tax reporting purposes?2 
(You may be depreciating the property for both types 
of reporting.)

1Section III: Depreciation for Financial 
Reporting
2Section IV: Depreciation for Income Tax 
Reporting

Questions 7–10 Are For Financial Reporting Purposes:
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7. Does the property have a salvage value? Section III: page III-1

8. What is the property's useful life? Section III: page III-1

9. What depreciation method will you use? Section III: page III-1 and
Depreciation Methods for Financial 
Reporting 
(Section III: page III-2) and:

 A. If using the straight-line method: Straight-Line Method
(Section III: page III-2)

 B. If using an accelerated method: Accelerated Methods
(Section III: page III-2)

 C. If using a production or use method: Production or Use Methods
(Section III: page III-6)

 D. If using income forecasting: Depreciation Methods, Income Forecasting
(Section IV: Chapter 5: page IV-117)

10. Was the property in service for less than 12 months 
during the current tax year?

Depreciation for Partial Periods
(Section III: page III-9)

Questions 11–21 Are for Tax Reporting Purposes:

11. What date was the property placed in service? (You 
will, in most cases, need to know the month as well as 
the year.) Based on the chart in Section IV, page IV-2, 
you will be able to determine which chapter of this 
guide will give you a detailed explanation for the type 
of property you are depreciating.

Section IV: chart on page IV-2

For MACRS Property Only:

12. If the property qualifies, are you expensing the 
property under the Section 179 expense deduction?

Section IV: Chapter 1: First-Year Expensing

13. What is the property's recovery period? MACRS Recovery Periods
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-42)

14. What averaging convention must be applied? MACRS Averaging Conventions
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-44)

15. What depreciation methods may you use? MACRS Depreciation Methods
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-49)

16. How is the depreciation method that you have chosen 
calculated?

Section IV: Chapter 2: Modified Accelerated 
Cost Recovery System (MACRS)

 A. Can you use the percentage tables? Calculating MACRS Depreciation, 
Percentage Tables
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-51)

No. Question Where to find the answer
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 B. If you are not using the percentage tables, do you need 
to understand the manual calculation?

Calculating MACRS Depreciation, Manual 
Calculation
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-52)

 C. Are you using the Alternative Depreciation System 
(ADS)?

ADS
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-56)

For All Types of Property:

17. Is the current tax year less than 12 months? If yes:

 A. Is it MACRS property? Short Tax Years
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-57), and

  1. Was the property placed in service this year? Property Placed in Service in a Short Year
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-58)

  2. Was the property placed in service during an earlier 
year?

Short Year After the Property Is Placed in 
Service 
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-62)

 B. Is it ACRS property? Short Tax Years
(Section IV: Chapter 4: page IV-106)

 C. Is it nonrecovery property (pre-1981)? Principles for Calculating Depreciation for 
Nonrecovery Property, Averaging 
Conventions
(Section IV: Chapter 5: page IV-121) and
Depreciation for Partial Periods
(Section III: page III-9)

18. Is the property subject to the anti-churning rules? Property Excluded From MACRS, 
Anti-Churning Rules
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-66)

19. Was the property disposed of this year while its 
recovery period has not yet expired? If yes:

 A. Is it MACRS property? Early Dispositions
(Section IV: Chapter 2: page IV-63)

 B. Is it ACRS property? Early Dispositions
(Section IV: Chapter 4: page IV-108)

 C. Is it nonrecovery property (pre-1981)? Principles for Calculating Depreciation for 
Nonrecovery Property, Averaging 
Conventions
(Section IV: Chapter 5: page IV-121)

20. Was there a change in the type of use of the property? 
If yes:

 A. Is it listed property (either MACRS or ACRS)? Depreciation Limitations on Listed Property, 
Predominant Use Test Failed in Subsequent 
Tax Year
(Section IV: Chapter 3: page IV-80)

No. Question Where to find the answer
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 B. Is it ACRS property? Changes in How Property Is Used
(Section IV: Chapter 4: page IV-110)

 C. Is it both nonrecovery property (pre-1981) and 
residential rental property that either passes or fails 
the “80% rental test” in the current year?

Principles for Calculating Depreciation for 
Nonrecovery Property, Limitations on Using 
Accelerated Methods, Residential Rental 
Property
(Section IV: Chapter 5: page IV-122)

21. Has the business used any form of accelerated 
depreciation for any property?

Section IV: Chapter 7: Depreciation and the 
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT), and, if a 
C corporation with pre-1994 property, 
Section IV: Chapter 8: Depreciation and 
Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE)

No. Question Where to find the answer
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Tables
In this section:

Guide To Using the Tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-1
Tables 1–3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-2
IRS ADR Class Life Table  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-4
MACRS Percentage Tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-14
ACRS Percentage Tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-41
Tables for Listed Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VI-48

Guide To Using the Tables

We have organized the necessary tables by labeling each with both a letter(s) and num-
ber as follows:

1. T # — These are the three tables that are based on the ADR Class Life system. See
page VI-2.

2. M # — These are the 18 MACRS Percentage Tables. See page VI-14.

3. A # — These are the 15 ACRS Percentage Tables. See page VI-41.

4. ALP # — These are the two tables for ACRS Listed Property. See page VI-49.

5. ALL # — These are the two tables for ACRS Leased Listed Property. See page
VI-50.

6. MLL # — These are the two tables for MACRS Leased Listed Property. See page
VI-51.

Note: The tables for MACRS Listed Property that is not leased are located with the
MACRS Percentage Tables described in 2. above, since such property uses the ADS
method.
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Tables 1–3

All three of the following tables may be used to determine the proper classification of
MACRS property. These tables will simplify the IRS ADR Class Life Table, which is
also included here. You should use these tables when determining the MACRS recovery
period (i.e., the GDS life) for any depreciable property newly acquired, as well as for
determining either the class life or the ADS life of MACRS property. Remember that the
ADS life is also used for Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) calculations on MACRS
property.

Table 1
This is an alphabetical listing for determining the recovery periods for commonly used
assets.

Table 2
This table is for determining the recovery periods for property used in a manufacturing
business. It is alphabetized according to the particular type of manufacturing industry.

You will notice that the first column in this table shows the “asset class number.” Once
you have located the correct industry, you may need further detail. If that is the case,
turn to the IRS ADR Class Life Table, located just behind these tables, and refer to the
asset class number, which in the IRS table is found in numerical order.

For correctly classifying tools used in the manufacture of a particular type of product,
look at Table 2 under the type of product being manufactured, and then look for “spe-
cial tools.” For example, special tools used in manufacturing rubber products may be
found in Table 2 under the listing: “rubber products–special tools.”

Table 3
This table is for determining the recovery periods for property according to the type of
business in which it is used. The different types of businesses are sorted alphabetically.

As in Table 2, we have included the “asset class number” from the IRS ADR Class Life
Table. It is a good idea to reference the IRS table as well, since there are various excep-
tions for specific assets, too numerous to include in our table.
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Which table should you use?
• If it is an asset most likely being used in many different types of businesses, use

Table 1. 

• If it is an asset used in a manufacturing business, use Table 2. 

• If it is an asset fairly unique to a particular type of business, use Table 3. 

Remember that under MACRS, any personal property without a class is automatically
7-year property for regular MACRS depreciation, with a 12-year recovery period for
ADS.

Help: Enter “IRS table” on the Index tab of the Sage Fixed Assets Depreciation online
Help to review the information in Tables 1-3.
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MACRS Percentage Tables

Note: This table may not be used for 3-, 5-, 7-, or 10-year property that is farm property
placed in service after 1988, since such property cannot be depreciated under the dou-
ble-declining method. Such property may be depreciated using any other method. All
other tables are, therefore, applicable. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Rule requiring use of
the 150-percent-declining balance method on property used in a farming business has
been eliminated as of 12/31/2017. Therefore after 12/31/2017, these tables can be used
for property used in a farming business.

MACRS 3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, 20-Year Property
Using GDS* Life

200%/150% Declining-Balance

Convention Table Page

Half-Year M 1 page VI-17

Midquarter
1st Quarter** M 2 page VI-17

Midquarter
2nd Quarter** M 3 page VI-18

Midquarter
3rd Quarter** M 4 page VI-18

Midquarter
4th Quarter** M 5 page VI-19

* General Depreciation System.

** Denotes which quarter the property was first placed in service.

MACRS 3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, 20-Year Property
Using ADS* or GDS** Life

2.5 Years – 50 Years
Straight-Line

Convention Table Page

Half-Year M 8 page VI-21

Midquarter
1st Quarter*** M 9 page VI-23

Midquarter
2nd Quarter*** M 10 page VI-25

Midquarter
3rd Quarter*** M 11 page VI-27

Midquarter
4th Quarter*** M 12 page VI-29
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* MACRS Alternative Depreciation System.

** General Depreciation System.

*** Denotes which quarter the property was first placed in service.

MACRS Residential and Nonresidential Real Property
Using GDS* Life

Straight-Line

Recovery Period Convention Table Page

27.5 Midmonth M 6 page VI-19

31.5 Midmonth M 7 page VI-20

39 Midmonth M 7(a) page VI-20

* General Depreciation System.

MACRS Residential and Nonresidential Real Property
Using ADS* Life

Straight-Line

Recovery Period Convention Table Page

40 Midmonth M 13 page VI-31

* MACRS Alternative Depreciation System.

MACRS 3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, 20-Year Property
Alternative Minimum Tax

2.5 Years – 50 Years
150% Declining-Balance

Convention Table Page

Half-Year M 14 page VI-31

Midquarter
1st Quarter* M 15 page VI-33

Midquarter
2nd Quarter* M 16 page VI-35

Midquarter
3rd Quarter* M 17 page VI-37

MACRS 3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, 20-Year Property
Using ADS* or GDS** Life

2.5 Years – 50 Years
Straight-Line

Convention Table Page
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Note: Tables M 14 – 18 are to be used for any property using 150% declining-balance
over the ADS life and for 3-, 5-, 7-, and 10-year farm property using 150% declining-bal-
ance over the GDS life before 12/31/2017. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Rule requiring use
of the 150-percent-declining balance method on property used in a farming business has
been eliminated as of 12/31/2017.

Midquarter
4th Quarter* M 18 page VI-39

* Denotes which quarter the property was first placed in service.

MACRS 3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, 20-Year Property
Alternative Minimum Tax

2.5 Years – 50 Years
150% Declining-Balance

Convention Table Page
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Table M 1:
3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Property
Half-Year Convention

Table M 2:
3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Property
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in First Quarter
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Table M 3:
3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Property
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in Second Quarter

Table M 4:
3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Property
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in Third Quarter
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Table M 5:
3-, 5-, 7-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Property
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in Fourth Quarter

Table M 6:
Residential Rental Property
Midmonth Convention
Straight-Line—27.5 Years
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Table M 7:
Nonresidential Rental Property
Midmonth Convention
Straight-Line—31.5 Years

Table M 7(a):
Nonresidential Rental Property
Midmonth Convention
Straight-Line—39 Years
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Table M 8:
Straight-Line Method
Half-Year Convention
Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals                                                                                                                     VI-21



Section VI: Tables
MACRS Percentage TablesVI
Table M 8 (Continued)
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Table M 9:
Straight-Line Method
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in First Quarter
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Table M 9 (Continued)
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Table M 10:
Straight-Line Method
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in Second Quarter
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Table M 10 (Continued)
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Table M 11:
Straight-Line Method
Midquarter Convention
Placed in Service in Third Quarter
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Table M 11 (Continued)
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Table M 12:
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Table M 12 (Continued)
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Table M 13:
Straight-Line Method
Midmonth Convention

Table M 14:
150% Declining-Balance Method
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Table M 14 (Continued)
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Table M 15:
150% Declining-Balance Method
Midquarter Convention
Property Placed in Service in First Quarter
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Table M 15 (Continued)
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Table M 16:
150% Declining-Balance Method
Midquarter Convention
Property Placed in Service in Second Quarter
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Table M 16 (Continued)
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Table M 17:
150% Declining-Balance Method
Midquarter Convention
Property Placed in Service in Third Quarter
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Table M 17 (Continued)
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Table M 18:
150% Declining-Balance Method
Midquarter Convention
Property Placed in Service in Fourth Quarter
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ACRS 15-Year Real Property* (Other Than Low-Income Housing)

Metod Life Table Page

Regular ACRS 15 A 1 page VI-43

Alternate ACRS 35 A 11 page VI-46

Alternate ACRS 45 A 15 page VI-47

* 15-year ACRS real property was generally placed in service after 12/31/80 and before 3/16/84.

ACRS Low-Income Housing*

Placed in Service Metod Life Table Page

Before 5/09/85 Regular ACRS 15 A 2 page VI-43

After 5/08/85 Regular ACRS 15 A 3 page VI-44

Before 5/09/85 Alternate ACRS 35 A 11 page VI-46

After 5/08/85 Alternate ACRS 35 A 12 page VI-46

After 12/31/80 Alternate ACRS 45 A 15 page VI-47

* Although ACRS low-income housing covers such property placed in service after 1980 and before 1987,
there was a rate change effective May 9, 1985. This rate change did not affect ACRS low-income housing
for which Alternate ACRS depreciation was elected over a 45-year life.
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ACRS 18-Year Real Property*

Placed in Service Metod Life Table Page

After 3/15/84 & Before 
6/23/84

Regular ACRS 18 A 5 page VI-44

After 6/22/84 Regular ACRS 18 A 4 page VI-44

After 3/15/84 & Before 
6/23/84

Alternate ACRS 18 A 8 page VI-45

After 6/22/84 Alternate ACRS 18 A 7 page VI-45

After 3/15/84 & Before 
6/23/84

Alternate ACRS 35 A 11 page VI-46

After 6/22/84 Alternate ACRS 35 A 10 page VI-46

After 3/15/84 & Before 
6/23/84

Alternate ACRS 45 A 15 page VI-47

After 6/22/84 Alternate ACRS 45 A 14 page VI-47

* 18-year ACRS real property was generally placed in service after 3/15/84 and before 5/9/85. There was a
rate change effective June 23, 1984.

ACRS 19-Year Real Property*

Metod Life Table Page

Regular ACRS 19 A 6 page VI-45

Alternate ACRS 19 A 9 page VI-46

Alternate ACRS 35 A 13 page VI-47

Alternate ACRS 45 A 14 page VI-47

* 19-year ACRS real property was generally placed in service after 5/08/85 and before 1987.
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Table A 1:
15-Year Real Property* (Other Than Low-Income Housing)

Table A 2:
Low-Income Housing*
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Table A 3:
Low-Income Housing*

Table A 4:
18-Year Real Property*

Table A 5:
18-Year Real Property*
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Table A 6:
19-Year Real Property*

Table A 7:
18-Year Real Property*

Table A 8:
18-Year Real Property*
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ACRS Percentage TablesVI
Table A 9:
19-Year Real Property*

Table A 10:
18-Year Real Property*

Table A 11:
18-Year Real Property1

15-Year Real Property and Low-Income Housing2

Table A 12:
Low-Income Housing*
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Table A 13:
19-Year Real Property*

Table A 14:
18-Year Real Property1

19-Year Real Property

Table A 15:
18-Year Real Property1

15-Year Real Property and Low-Income Housing2
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Tables for Listed Property

Method Type of Property Table Page

ACRS Owned ALP 1 & 2 page VI-49

MACRS Owned M 8—12 page VI-21

ACRS Leased (other than cars) ALL 1 & 2 page VI-50

MACRS Leased (other than cars) MLL 1 & 2 page VI-51
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Tables for Listed Property VI
Table ALP 1:
Listed Property Not Used
Predominantly (Other Than 18- or 19-Year Real Property)

Table ALP 2:
40-Year Recovery Period (For 18- or 19-Year Listed Property Not Used Predominantly)
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Tables for Listed PropertyVI
Table ALL 1:
5-Year Recovery Property

Table ALL 2:
10-Year Recovery Property
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Tables for Listed Property VI
Table MLL 1:
Rates To Figure Inclusion Amounts for Leased Listed Property
Amount A Percentages

Table MLL 2:
Rates To Figure Inclusion Amounts for Leased Listed Property
Amount B Percentages
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations

This Quick Reference is a useful listing of the IRS Code sections and regulations that
relate to depreciation. The list is presented in two ways:

• Numerically by the IRS Code section, and

• Alphabetically, using key words.

This reference guide will assist you when you need an IRS Code cite or when you want
to read something first-hand. It is important to remember, however, that when reading
any section of the IRS Code, there is always the possibility that another section or regu-
lation of the Code may either supersede or add additional meaning to the one you are
presently reading. The only way you will know whether such a section or regulation
exists, however, is either to read the entire IRS Code or to depend on reference books
such as this one.

We have listed both the IRS Code Sections and the IRS Regulations. You can easily
identify the regulations, as they are formatted with the code section, preceded by “1.” In
other words, the IRS regulations for IRS Code Section 168, are stated as “1.168 etc.”

For IRS Code Section 167, we have only listed the IRS Regulations and have not
included the code section itself. Section 167 has, for the most part, been either repealed
or amended. The regulations are both more detailed and easier to understand.
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical Order

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order

29 Nonconventional Fuel Production Credit

30 Electric Vehicles Tax Credit

30B Alternative Motor Vehicle Credit for Fuel Cell, Hybrid, Lean Burn Technology, and 
Alternative Fuel Vehicles

38 General Business Credit (Replaced Investment Credit Code Section)

38(b) Qualified Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property

38(b)(23) Energy Efficient Home Credit Available to Eligible Contractors

38(b)(24) Business Tax Credit for Manufacturers of Energy Efficient Dishwashers, Clothes 
Washers, and Refrigerators

 

46 Tax Credit for Investment in Certain Property

46(3) Investment Tax Credit Expanded for Qualified Investment in a Qualifying Advanced 
Coal Project

46(4) Investment Tax Credit Expanded for Qualified Investment in a Qualifying 
Gasification Property

48(a)(1) Qualified Microturbine Property Energy Credit; Qualified Fuel Cell Property Energy 
Credit

56 Alternative Minimum Tax Adjustments

56(g) Adjusted Current Earnings (See also ACE)

56(g)(1) ACE – Overview

56(g)(2) ACE – Negative adjustments allowed

56(g)(3) ACE – Definition

56(g)(4) ACE – Adjustments

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Adjustments

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Post-1989 Property (i)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Pre-1990 Property (ii)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – ACRS Property (iii)
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56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Pre-1981 Property (iv)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Special Rules for Certain Property (v)

1.56(g)-1 Adjusted Current Earnings (See also ACE)

1.56(g)-1(a) ACE – Overview

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Post-1989 Property (1)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Pre-1990 Property (2)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – ACRS Property (3)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – Special Rules for Certain Property (4)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – Excluded Property (5)

 

57 Tax Preference Items

 

1.162-3 Materials and Supplies

1.167(a)-1 Depreciation in General

1.167(a)-1(A) Reasonable Allowance

1.167(a)-1(B) Useful Life

1.167(a)-1(C) Salvage

1.167(a)-2 Tangible Property

1.167(a)-3 Intangibles

1.167(a)-4 Leased Property

1.167(a)-5 Apportionment of Basis

1.167(a)-6(A) Copyrights

1.167(a)-6(A) Patents

1.167(a)-6(B) Farmers

1.167(a)-7 Accounting for Depreciable Property

1.167(a)-7(A) Accounting – Grouping Assets By Account

1.167(a)-7(B) Accounting – Composite Asset Accounts

1.167(a)-8 Retirements of Assets

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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1.167(a)-9 Obsolescence

1.167(a)-10 Timing of Depreciation – When Is It Allowable?

1.167(a)-11 ADR – Asset Depreciation Range System

1.167(a)-11(a) ADR – Overview

1.167(a)-11(b) ADR – Depreciation Ranges’ Reasonable Allowance

1.167(a)-11(c) ADR – Manner of Determining Depreciation Allowance

1.167(a)-11(d) ADR – Rules for Salvage, Repairs, and Retirements

1.167(a)-11(e) ADR – Accounting for Eligible ADR Property

1.167(a)-11(f) ADR – Electing ADR for Eligible Property

1.167(a)-11(g) ADR – Relationship to Useful Life and Straight-Line Depreciation

1.167(a)-12 Pre-1971 Assets

1.167(a)-12(a) Pre-1971 Assets – Generally

1.167(a)-12(b) Pre-1971 Assets – Determination of Class Lives

1.167(a)-12(c) Pre-1971 Assets – Salvage Value

1.167(a)-12(d) Pre-1971 Assets – Accounting for Eligible Property

1.167(a)-12(e) Pre-1971 Assets – Election for Tax Years Ending After 1970

1.167(a)-12(f) Pre-1971 Assets – Depreciation for Tax Years Ending Before 1971

1.167(b)-0 Methods of Computing Depreciation – Overview

1.167(b)-1 Methods – Straight-Line

1.167(b)-2 Methods – Declining-Balance 

1.167(b)-3 Methods – Sum-of-the-Years’-Digits

1.167(b)-4 Methods – Miscellaneous Methods

1.167(c) Methods – Limitations on Methods Under 167(b)-2, 3 and 4

1.167(d) Useful Life and Rates of Depreciation Agreement

1.167(e) Change in Method

1.167(f) Salvage Value – Reduction for Personal Property

1.167(g) Basis for Depreciation

1.167(h) Trusts and Estates – Life Tenants and Beneficiaries

1.167(i) Mining, Oil and Gas Wells, and Other Natural Deposits

1.167(j) Accelerated Depreciation – Limitations for Real Property

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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1.167(k) Rehabilitation Expenditures – Depreciation on Property

1.167(l) Public Utilities – Limitations on Depreciation

1.167(m) ADR – Class Lives

168(a) MACRS – General

168(b) MACRS – Methods of Depreciation

168(c) MACRS – Recovery Periods

168(d) MACRS – Conventions (Averaging Conventions)

168(d)(1) MACRS – Conventions – Half-Year

168(d)(2) MACRS – Conventions – Midmonth

168(d)(3) MACRS – Conventions – Midquarter (MQ)

168(d)(4) MACRS – Conventions – Definitions

168(e) MACRS – Classification of Property

168(e)(1) MACRS – Classification of Property – Overview

168(e)(2)(A) MACRS – Classification of Property – Residential Rental

168(e)(2)(B) MACRS – Classification of Property – Nonresidential

168(e)(3)(A) MACRS – Classification of Property – 3-Year

168(e)(3)(B) MACRS – Classification of Property – 5-Year

168(e)(3)(C) MACRS – Classification of Property – 7-Year

168(e)(3)(D) MACRS – Classification of Property – 10-Year

168(e)(3)(E) MACRS – Classification of Property – 15-Year

168(e)(4) MACRS – Classification of Property – Railroad Grading and Tunnel Bores

168(e)(5) MACRS – Classification of Property – Water Utility Property

168(f) MACRS – Excluded Property

168(f)(1) MACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Methods of Depreciation

168(f)(2) MACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Public Utility Property

168(f)(3) MACRS – Excluded Property – Films and Videotapes

168(f)(4) MACRS – Excluded Property – Sound Recordings

168(f)(5) MACRS – Excluded Property – Churning Transactions

168(g) MACRS – ADS

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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168(g)(1) MACRS – ADS – Overview

168(g)(2) MACRS – ADS – Method, Conventions, Recovery Periods

168(g)(3) MACRS – ADS – Class Life Rules

168(g)(4) MACRS – ADS – Property Used Outside of U.S.

168(g)(5) MACRS – ADS – Tax-Exempt Financed Property

168(g)(6) MACRS – ADS – Imported Property

168(g)(7) MACRS – ADS – Election

168(h) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use Property

168(h)(1) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Overview

168(h)(2) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Tax-Exempt Entity

168(h)(3) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – High Technology Equipment

168(h)(4) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Related Entities

168(h)(5) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Property Leased to Partnerships, etc.

168(h)(6) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Property Owned by Partnerships, etc.

168(i) MACRS – Definitions and Special Rules

168(i)(1) MACRS – Definition – Class Life

168(i)(2)(A) MACRS – Definition – Qualified Technological Equipment

168(i)(2)(B) MACRS – Definition – Computer and Peripheral Equipment

168(i)(2)(C) MACRS – Definition – High Technology Medical Equipment

168(i)(3) MACRS – Special Rules – Lease Term

168(i)(4) MACRS – Special Rules – General Asset Accounts

168(i)(5) MACRS – Special Rules – Changes in Use

168(i)(6) MACRS – Special Rules – Improvements or Additions 

168(i)(7) MACRS – Special Rules – Transferees

168(i)(8) MACRS – Special Rules – Leasehold Improvements

168(i)(9) MACRS – Special Rules – Normalization Method of Accounting

168(i)(10) MACRS – Special Rules – Public Utility Property

168(i)(11) MACRS – Definition – Research and Experimentation

168(i)(12) MACRS – Definition – Section 1245 and 1250 Property

168(i)(13) MACRS – Definition – Single-Purpose Agricultural and Horticultural Structure and 
Livestock

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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168(j) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property

168(j)(1) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – General

168(j)(2) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Applicable Recovery Period

168(j)(3) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – AMT Adjustment

168(j)(4) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Qualifying Property

168(j)(5) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Real Estate Rentals

168(j)(6) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Definition of Indian Reservation

168(j)(7) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Coordination with non-revenue laws

168(j)(8) MACRS – Indian Reservation Property – Termination

168(k) MACRS – Special Allowance

168(k)(1) MACRS – Additional Allowance

168(k)(2) MACRS – Qualified Property

168(k)(3) MACRS – Qualified Leasehold Improvement Property

168(k)(4) MACRS – 50% Bonus Depreciation

168(k)(5) MACRS - Special Rules for Certain Plants bearing Fruits and Nuts

168(k)(6) MACRS - Phase Down of Bonus Depreciation

1.168-1 ACRS – Overview

1.168-2 ACRS – Deduction for Depreciation 

1.168-2(a) ACRS – Deduction – Computation

1.168-2(b) ACRS – Deduction – Applicable Percentage

1.168-2(c) ACRS – Deduction – Alternate ACRS – Straight-Line Method

1.168-2(d) ACRS – Deduction – Unadjusted Basis

1.168-2(e) ACRS – Deduction – Components and Improvements

1.168-2(f) ACRS – Deduction – Short Tax Years

1.168-2(g) ACRS – Deduction – Property Used Outside of U.S.

1.168-2(h) ACRS – Deduction – Mass Asset Accounts

1.168-2(i) ACRS – Deduction – **Reserved by IRS**

1.168-2(j) ACRS – Deduction – Changes in Use

1.168-2(k) ACRS – Deduction – Accrues Ratably Over Year

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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1.168-2(l) ACRS – Deduction – Definitions

1.168-2(l)(1) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Disposition

1.168-2(l)(2) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Placed in Service

1.168-2(l)(3) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Recovery Year

1.168-2(l)(4) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Recovery Period

1.168-2(m) ACRS – Deduction – Industrial Development Bonds

1.168-2(n) ACRS – Deduction – Basis of Partnership Property

1.168-3 ACRS – Property (Recovery Property)

1.168-3(a) ACRS – Property – Overview

1.168-3(b) ACRS – Property – Classes of Recovery Property

1.168-3(c) ACRS – Property – Definitions

1.168-3(c)(1) ACRS – Property – Definition – 3-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(2) ACRS – Property – Definition – 5-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(3) ACRS – Property – Definition – 10-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(4) ACRS – Property – Definition – 15-Year Property  

1.168-3(c)(5) ACRS – Property – Definition – 15-Year Public Utility 

1.168-3(c)(6) ACRS – Property – Definition – Section 1245 Property

1.168-3(c)(7) ACRS – Property – Definition – Section 1250 Property

1.168-3(c)(8) ACRS – Property – Definition – Present Class Life

1.168-3(c)(9) ACRS – Property – Definition – Coal Utilization Property

1.168-3(c)(10) ACRS – Property – Definition – Public Utility Property

1.168-3(c)(11) ACRS – Property – Definition – Original Use

1.168-4 ACRS – Excluded Property

1.168-4(a) ACRS – Excluded Property – Pre-1981 Property

1.168-4(b) ACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Methods of Depreciation

1.168-4(c) ACRS – Excluded Property – Public Utility Property

1.168-4(d) ACRS – Excluded Property – Churning Transactions

1.168-5 Retirement-Replacement-Betterment (RRB) Property

1.168-6 ACRS – Dispositions: Gain or Loss Recognized

1.168(d)-1 MACRS – Conventions (Averaging Conventions)

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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1.168(d)-1(a) MACRS – Conventions – Overview

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – Midquarter (MQ)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Listed Property (2)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Placed in Service and Disposed of in Same Year (3)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Aggregate Basis of Property (4)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Affiliated Groups (5)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – S Corporations and Partnerships (6)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Nonrecognition Transactions (7)

1.168(d)-1(c) MACRS – Conventions – Effect on Dispositions

1.168(i)-1 MACRS – General Asset Accounts

1.168(k)-1T Additional First Year Depreciation Deduction

169 Amortization of Pollution Control Facilities

174 Research and Development (Experimental) Expenses

179 Section 179 Expense Deduction

179(a) Section 179 – Overview

179(b) Section 179 – Limitations

179(b)(1) Section 179 – Limitations – Dollar Limitation

179(b)(2) Section 179 – Limitations – Reduction in Limitation

179(b)(3) Section 179 – Limitations – Based on Income

179(b)(3)(B) Section 179 – Limitations – Based on Income – Carryover Amount

179(b)(4) Section 179 – Limitations – Married Filing Separately

179(b)(5) Limitation on Cost Taken into Account for Certain Passenger Vehicles      

179(b)(6) Inflation Adjustment

179(c) Section 179 – Election

179(d) Section 179 – Definitions and Special Rules

179(d)(1) Section 179 – Definition – Qualifying Property

179(d)(2) Section 179 – Definition – Purchase

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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179(d)(3) Section 179 – Definition – Cost

179(d)(4) Section 179 – Special Rules – Estates and Trusts

179(d)(5) Section 179 – Special Rules – Noncorporate Lessors

179(d)(6) Section 179 – Special Rules – Controlled Group

179(d)(7) Section 179 – Definition – Controlled Group

179(d)(8) Section 179 – Special Rules – S Corporations and Partnerships

179(d)(9) Section 179 – Special Rules – Coordination With IRS Code Section 38

179(d)(10) Section 179 – Recapture in Certain Cases

179(e) Special Rules for Qualified Disaster Assistance Property

179(f) Special Rules for Qualified Real Property

1.179-1(a) Section 179 – Overview

1.179-1(b) Section 179 – Amount of Expense

1.179-1(c) Section 179 – Proration Not Required

1.179-1(d) Section 179 – Partial Business Use

1.179-1(e) Section 179 – Change in Use – Recapture

1.179-1(f) Section 179 – Basis

1.179-1(g) Section 179 – Coordination With IRS Code Section 38

1.179-1(h) Section 179 – Special Rules – S Corporations and Partnerships

1.179-1(i) Section 179 – Leasing Section 179 Property

1.179-1(j) Section 179 – Coordination With Other IRS Code Sections

1.179-2 Section 179 – Limitations on Amount Subject to Section 179

1.179-2(a) Section 179 – General

1.179-2(b) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation

1.179-2(c) Section 179 – Taxable Income Limitation

1.179-2(d) Section 179 – Examples

1.179-3 Section 179 – Carryover

1.179-3(a) Section 179 – Carryover – General

1.179-3(b) Section 179 – Carryover – Deduction

1.179-3(c) Section 179 – Carryover – Unused Expense

1.179-3(d) Section 179 – Carryover – Example

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical OrderVII
1.179-3(e) Section 179 – Carryover – Recordkeeping Requirement

1.179-3(f) Section 179 – Carryover – Dispositions and Other Transfers

1.179-3(g) Section 179 – Carryover – Partnerships and S Corps

1.179-3(h) Section 179 – Carryover – Partnerships and S Corp Shareholders

1.179-4 Section 179 – Definitions

1.179-4(a) Section 179 – Definition – Section 179 Property

1.179-4(b) Section 179 – Definition – Section 38 Property

1.179-4(c) Section 179 – Definition – Purchase

1.179-4(d) Section 179 – Definition – Cost

1.179-4(e) Section 179 – Definition – Placed in Service

1.179-4(f) Section 179 – Definition – Controlled Group

1.179-5 Section 179 – Election

1.179-6 Section 179 – Effective Dates

179A Section 179A – Deductions for Clean-Fuel Vehicles and Clean-Fuel Vehicle 
Refueling Property

179B Section 179B – Deductions for Costs of Diesel Fuel Sulfur Control Compliance

179C Section 179C – Deductions for Certain Costs of Property that is Part of a New 
Refinery or Increases Output or Throughput of an Existing Refinery

179D Section 179D – Deductions for Costs of Energy Efficient Commercial Building 
Property

194 Amortization of Reforestation Expenditures

197 Amortization of Intangible Assets

212 Expenses for Production of Income

263 Capital Expenditures

1.263(a) Capital Expenditures

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
VII-12                                                                                                                  Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical Order VII
263A Capitalization and Inclusion in Inventory of Certain Expenses

267 Related Taxpayers

280F Listed Property

280F(a) Listed – Cars – Luxury Cars

280F(b) Listed – Business Use 50% or Less

280F(c) Listed – Leased Property

280F(d) Listed – Definitions and Special Rules

280F(d)(1) Listed – Coordination With Section 179

280F(d)(2) Listed – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

280F(d)(3) Listed – Special Rules – Employee Use

280F(d)(4) Listed – Definition – Listed Property

280F(d)(5) Listed – Definition – Passenger Automobile

280F(d)(6) Listed – Business-Use Percentage

280F(d)(7) Listed – Cars – Price Inflation Adjustment

280F(d)(8) Listed – Definition – Unrecovered Basis

280F(d)(9) Listed – Cars – Multiple Owners

280F(d)(10) Listed – Nonrecognition Transactions

1.280F-1T(a) Listed – Overview

1.280F-1T(b) Listed – Code Provisions

1.280F-1T(c) Listed – Effective Dates

1.280F-2T(a) Listed – Cars – Limitation on Investment Credit

1.280F-2T(b) Listed – Cars – Limitation on Depreciation

1.280F-2T(c) Listed – Cars – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

1.280F-2T(d) Listed – Cars – Short Tax Year

1.280F-2T(e) Listed – Cars – Examples

1.280F-2T(f) Listed – Cars – Improvements That Are Capitalized

1.280F-2T(g) Listed – Cars – Exchanges and Involuntary Conversion

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical OrderVII
1.280F-2T(h) Listed – Cars – Other Nonrecognition Transactions

1.280F-2T(i) Listed – Cars – Limitations

1.280F-3T(a) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Overview

1.280F-3T(b) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – ITC Limitation

1.280F-3T(c) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Method of Depreciation

1.280F-3T(d) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Depreciation Recapture

1.280F-3T(e) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Earnings and Profits Life

1.280F-3T(f) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Examples

1.280F-4T(a) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

1.280F-4T(b) Listed – Special Rules – Improvements That Are Capitalized

1.280F-5T(a) Listed – Leased Property – Overview

1.280F-5T(b) Listed – Leased – Coordination With Investment Tax Credit

1.280F-5T(c) Listed – Leased – Definition

1.280F-5T(d) Listed – Leased Cars – Income Inclusion 6/19/84 – 4/2/85

1.280F-5T(e) Listed – Leased Cars – Income Inclusion 4/3/85  – 12/31/86

1.280F-5T(f) Listed – Leased Other Property – Income Inclusions

1.280F-5T(g) Listed – Leased – Special Rules – Income Inclusions

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Lease Term (1)

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Fair Market Value (2)

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Average Bus/Investment Use (3)

1.280F-5T(i) Listed – Leased – Examples

1.280F-6T Listed – Definitions and Special Rules

1.280F-6T(a) Listed – Definition – Deductions of Employee

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Definition – Listed Property

1.280F-6T(c) Listed – Definition – Passenger Automobile

1.280F-6T(d) Listed – Definition – Business-Use Percentage (1)

1.280F-6T(d) Listed – Definition – Qualified Business Use (2)

1.280F-6T(e) Listed – Allocation of Use

1.280F-7(a) Listed – Leased Cars – Post-1986 Income Inclusion

1.280F-7(b) Listed – Leased Other Property – Post-1986 Income Inclusion

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical Order VII
291 Corporate Tax Preference Items

611 Depletion

1011 Basis – for Determining Gain or Loss

1012 Basis – Cost

1013 Basis – Included in Inventory

1014 Basis – Property Acquired from a Decedent

1015 Basis – Property Acquired by Gift and Transfers in Trust

1016 Basis – Adjustments 

1038 Real Property – Certain Reacquisitions

1245 Personal Property

1250 Real Property

1253 Franchises, Trademarks, and Trade Names – Transfers

1397A Enterprise Zones – Increased Section 179 Expense

1400L Tax Benefits for New York Liberty Zone

1400L(a) Work Opportunity Tax Credit

1400L(b) Special Allowance

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Numerical OrderVII
1400L(c) L/H Improvements – 5 Year Recovery Period

1400L(d) Tax-Exempt Bond Financing

1400L(e) Advance Refundings of Certain Tax-Exempt Bonds

1400L(f) Section 179 Increase

1400L(g) Extension of Replacement Period for Nonrecognition of Gain

1400L(h) New York Liberty Zone

1400L(b)-1T Additional First Year Depreciation Deduction

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Numerical Order
VII-16                                                                                                                  Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order VII
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Alphabetical Order

1.167(j) Accelerated Depreciation – Limitations for Real Property

1.167(a)-7 Accounting for Depreciable Property

1.167(a)-7(b) Accounting – Composite Asset Accounts

1.167(a)-7(a) Accounting – Grouping Assets by Account

56(g)(4) ACE – Adjustments

56(g)(3) ACE – Definition

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – ACRS Property (3)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – ACRS Property (iii)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Adjustments 

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – Excluded Property (5)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Post-1989 Property (1)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Post-1989 Property (i)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Pre-1990 Property (ii)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – MACRS Pre-1990 Property (2)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Pre-1981 Property (iv)

56(g)(4)(A) ACE – Depreciation – Special Rules for Certain Property (v)

1.56(g)-1(b) ACE – Depreciation – Special Rules for Certain Property (4)

56(g)(2) ACE – Negative Adjustments Allowed

1.56(g)-1(a) ACE – Overview

56(g)(1) ACE – Overview

1.168-2 ACRS – Deduction for Depreciation 

1.168-2(i) ACRS – Deduction – **Reserved by IRS**

1.168-2(k) ACRS – Deduction – Accrues Ratably Over Year

1.168-2(c) ACRS – Deduction – Alternate ACRS – Straight-Line Method

1.168-2(b) ACRS – Deduction – Applicable Percentage

1.168-2(n) ACRS – Deduction – Basis of Partnership Property

1.168-2(j) ACRS – Deduction – Changes in Use

1.168-2(e) ACRS – Deduction – Components and Improvements
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
1.168-2(a) ACRS – Deduction – Computation

1.168-2(l) ACRS – Deduction – Definitions

1.168-2(l)(1) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Disposition

1.168-2(l)(2) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Placed in Service

1.168-2(l)(4) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Recovery Period

1.168-2(l)(3) ACRS – Deduction – Definition – Recovery Year

1.168-2(m) ACRS – Deduction – Industrial Development Bonds

1.168-2(h) ACRS – Deduction – Mass Asset Accounts

1.168-2(g) ACRS – Deduction – Property Used Outside of U.S.

1.168-2(f) ACRS – Deduction – Short Tax Years

1.168-2(d) ACRS – Deduction – Unadjusted Basis

1.168-6 ACRS – Dispositions: Gain or Loss Recognized

1.168-4 ACRS – Excluded Property

1.168-4(b) ACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Methods of Depreciation

1.168-4(d) ACRS – Excluded Property – Churning Transactions

1.168-4(a) ACRS – Excluded Property – Pre-1981 Property

1.168-4(c) ACRS – Excluded Property – Public Utility Property

1.168-1 ACRS – Overview

1.168-3 ACRS – Property (Recovery Property)

1.168-3(b) ACRS – Property – Classes of Recovery Property

1.168-3(c) ACRS – Property – Definitions

1.168-3(c)(1) ACRS – Property – Definition – 3-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(2) ACRS – Property – Definition – 5-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(3) ACRS – Property – Definition – 10-Year Property

1.168-3(c)(4) ACRS – Property – Definition – 15-Year Property  

1.168-3(c)(5) ACRS – Property – Definition – 15-Year Public Utility 

1.168-3(c)(9) ACRS – Property – Definition – Coal Utilization Property

1.168-3(c)(11) ACRS – Property – Definition – Original Use

1.168-3(c)(8) ACRS – Property – Definition – Present Class Life

1.168-3(c)(10) ACRS – Property – Definition – Public Utility Property

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Alphabetical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order VII
1.168-3(c)(6) ACRS – Property – Definition – Section 1245 Property

1.168-3(c)(7) ACRS – Property – Definition – Section 1250 Property

1.168-3(a) ACRS – Property – Overview

56(g) Adjusted Current Earnings (See also ACE)

1.56(g)-1 Adjusted Current Earnings (See also ACE)

1.167(a)-11(e) ADR – Accounting for Eligible ADR Property

1.167(a)-11 ADR – Asset Depreciation Range System

1.167(m) ADR – Class Lives

1.167(a)-11(b) ADR – Depreciation Ranges' Reasonable Allowance

1.167(a)-11(f) ADR – Electing ADR for Eligible Property

1.167(a)-11(c) ADR – Manner of Determining Depreciation Allowance

1.167(a)-11(a) ADR – Overview

1.167(a)-11(g) ADR – Relationship to Useful Life and Straight-Line Depreciation

1.167(a)-11(d) ADR – Rules for Salvage, Repairs, and Retirements

56 Alternative Minimum Tax Adjustments

30B Alternative Motor Vehicle Credit for Fuel Cell, Hybrid, Lean Burn Technology, and 
Alternative Fuel Vehicles

197 Amortization of Intangible Assets

169 Amortization of Pollution Control Facilities

194 Amortization of Reforestation Expenditures

1.167(a)-5 Apportionment of Basis

1.167(g) Basis for Depreciation

1016 Basis – Adjustments 

1012 Basis – Cost

1011 Basis – for Determining Gain or Loss

1013 Basis – Included in Inventory

1015 Basis – Property Acquired by Gift and Transfers in Trust

1014 Basis – Property Acquired from a Decedent

38(b)(24) Business Tax Credit for Manufacturers of Energy Efficient Dishwashers, Clothes 
Washers, and Refrigerators

263 Capital Expenditures

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Alphabetical Order
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
179 Capital Expense Deduction (See also Section 179)

263A Capitalization and Inclusion in Inventory of Certain Expenses

1.167(e) Change in Method

179A Clean-Fuel Vehicles – Expense Deduction

1.167(a)-6(A) Copyrights

291 Corporate Tax Preference Items

611 Depletion

1.167(a)-1 Depreciation in General

30 Electric Vehicles Tax Credit

38(b)(23) Energy Efficient Home Credit Available to Eligible Contractors

1397A Enterprise Zones – Increased Section 179 Expense

212 Expenses for Production of Income

1.167(a)-6(B) Farmers

1253 Franchises, Trademarks, and Trade Names – Transfers

38 General Business Credit (Replaced Investment Credit Section)

1.167(a)-3 Intangibles

46(3) Investment Tax Credit Expanded for Qualified Investment in a Qualifying Advanced 
Coal Project

46(4) Investment Tax Credit Expanded for Qualified Investment in a Qualifying 
Gasification Property

1.167(a)-4 Leased Property

280F Listed Property

1.280F-6T(e) Listed – Allocation of Use

280F(b) Listed – Business Use 50% or Less

1.280F-3T(d) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Depreciation Recapture

1.280F-3T(e) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Earnings and Profits Life

1.280F-3T(f) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Examples

1.280F-3T(b) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – ITC Limitation

1.280F-3T(c) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Method of Depreciation

1.280F-3T(a) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Overview

1.280F-4T(a) Listed – Bus. Use 50% or Less – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

IRS Code Sec. or 
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order VII
280F(d)(6) Listed – Business-Use Percentage

1.280F-2T(e) Listed – Cars – Examples

1.280F-2T(g) Listed – Cars – Exchanges and Involuntary Conversion

1.280F-2T(f) Listed – Cars – Improvements that are Capitalized

1.280F-2T(b) Listed – Cars – Limitation on Depreciation

1.280F-2T(a) Listed – Cars – Limitation on Investment Credit

1.280F-2T(i) Listed – Cars – Limitations

280F(a) Listed – Cars – Luxury Cars

280F(d)(9) Listed – Cars – Multiple Owners

1.280F-2T(h) Listed – Cars – Other Nonrecognition Transactions

280F(d)(7) Listed – Cars – Price Inflation Adjustment

1.280F-2T(d) Listed – Cars – Short Tax Year

1.280F-2T(c) Listed – Cars – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

1.280F-1T(b) Listed – Code Provisions

280F(d)(1) Listed – Coordination With Section 179

1.280F-6T(d) Listed – Definition – Business-Use Percentage

1.280F-6T(a) Listed – Definition – Convenience of Employer 

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Definition – Listed Property

280F(d)(4) Listed – Definition – Listed Property

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Definition – Means of Transportation

1.280F-6T(c) Listed – Definition – Passenger Automobile

280F(d)(5) Listed – Definition – Passenger Automobile

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Definition – Property Used for Entertainment

1.280F-6T(d) Listed – Definition – Qualified Business Use

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Definition – Regular Business Establishment

280F(d)(8) Listed – Definition – Unrecovered Basis

1.280F-6T Listed – Definitions and Special Rules

280F(d) Listed – Definitions and Special Rules

1.280F-1T(c) Listed – Effective Dates

1.280F-5T(e) Listed – Leased Cars – Income Inclusion 4/3/85 – 12/31/86

IRS Code Sec. or 
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
1.280F-5T(d) Listed – Leased Cars – Income Inclusion 6/19/84 – 4/2/85

1.280F-7T(a) Listed – Leased Cars – Post-1986 Income Inclusion

1.280F-5T(f) Listed – Leased Other Property – Income Inclusions

1.280F-7T(b) Listed – Leased Other Property – Post-1986 Income Inclusion

280F(c) Listed – Leased Property

1.280F-5T(a) Listed – Leased Property – Overview

1.280F-5T(b) Listed – Leased – Coordination With Investment Tax Credit

1.280F-5T(c) Listed – Leased – Definition

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Average Bus/Investment Use(3)

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Fair Market Value (2)

1.280F-5T(h) Listed – Leased – Definition – Lease Term (1)

1.280F-5T(i) Listed – Leased – Examples

1.280F-5T(g) Listed – Leased – Special Rules – Income Inclusions

280F(d)(10) Listed – Nonrecognition Transactions

1.280F-1T(a) Listed – Overview

1.280F-6T(b) Listed – Special Rules – Computers

1.280F-6T(a) Listed – Special Rules – Condition of Employment

1.280F-6T(a) Listed – Special Rules – Employee Use

280F(d)(3) Listed – Special Rules – Employee Use

1.280F-4T(b) Listed – Special Rules – Improvements That Are Capitalized

280F(d)(2) Listed – Subsequent Years’ Depreciation

168(g) MACRS – ADS

168(g)(3) MACRS – ADS – Class Life Rules

168(g)(7) MACRS – ADS – Election

168(g)(6) MACRS – ADS – Imported Property

168(g)(2) MACRS – ADS – Method, Conventions, Recovery Periods

168(g)(1) MACRS – ADS – Overview

168(g)(4) MACRS – ADS – Property Used Outside of U.S.

168(g)(5) MACRS – ADS – Tax-Exempt Financed Property

168(e) MACRS – Classification of Property

IRS Code Sec. or 
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order VII
168(e)(3)(D) MACRS – Classification of Property – 10 Year

168(e)(3)(E) MACRS – Classification of Property – 15 Year

168(e)(3)(F) MACRS – Classification of Property – 20 Year

168(e)(3)(A) MACRS – Classification of Property – 3 Year

168(e)(3)(B) MACRS – Classification of Property – 5 Year

168(e)(3)(C) MACRS – Classification of Property – 7 Year

168(e)(2)(B) MACRS – Classification of Property – Nonresidential

168(e)(1) MACRS – Classification of Property – Overview

168(e)(4) MACRS – Classification of Property – Railroad Grading

168(e)(2)(A) MACRS – Classification of Property – Residential Rental

168(e)(4) MACRS – Classification of Property – Tunnel Bore

1.168(d)-1 MACRS – Conventions (Averaging Conventions)

168(d) MACRS – Conventions (Averaging Conventions)

168(d)(4) MACRS – Conventions – Definitions

1.168(d)-1(c) MACRS – Conventions – Effect on Dispositions

168(d)(1) MACRS – Conventions – Half-Year

168(d)(2) MACRS – Conventions – Midmonth

168(d)(3) MACRS – Conventions – Midquarter (MQ)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – Midquarter (MQ)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Affiliated Groups (5)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Aggregate Basis of Property (4)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Excluded Property (1)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Listed Property (2)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Nonrecognition Transactions (7)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – Placed in Service and Disposed of in Same Year (3)

1.168(d)-1(b) MACRS – Conventions – MQ – S Corporations and Partnerships (6)

1.168(d)-1(a) MACRS – Conventions – Overview

168(i)(1) MACRS – Definition – Class Life

168(i)(2)(B) MACRS – Definition – Computer and Peripheral Equipment

168(i)(2)(C) MACRS – Definition – High Technology Medical Equipment

IRS Code Sec. or 
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
168(i)(2)(A) MACRS – Definition – Qualified Technological Equipment

168(i)(11) MACRS – Definition – Research and Experimentation

168(i)(12) MACRS – Definition – Section 1245 and 1250 Property

168(i)(13) MACRS – Definition – Single-Purpose Agricultural and Horticultural Structure and 
Livestock

168(i) MACRS – Definitions and Special Rules

168(f) MACRS – Excluded Property

168(f)(1) MACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Methods of Depreciation

168(f)(2) MACRS – Excluded Property – Certain Public Utility Property

168(f)(5) MACRS – Excluded Property – Churning Transactions

168(f)(3) MACRS – Excluded Property – Films and Videotapes

168(f)(4) MACRS – Excluded Property – Sound Recordings

168(a) MACRS – General

1.168(i)-1 MACRS – General Asset Accounts

168(b) MACRS – Methods of Depreciation

168(c) MACRS – Recovery Periods

168(i)(5) MACRS – Special Rules – Changes in Use

168(i)(4) MACRS – Special Rules – General Asset Accounts

168(i)(6) MACRS – Special Rules – Improvements or Additions 

168(i)(3) MACRS – Special Rules – Lease Term

168(i)(8) MACRS – Special Rules – Leasehold Improvements

168(i)(9) MACRS – Special Rules – Normalization Method of Accounting

168(i)(10) MACRS – Special Rules – Public Utility Property

168(i)(7) MACRS – Special Rules – Transferees

168(h) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use Property

168(h)(3) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – High Technology Equipment

168(h)(1) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Overview

168(h)(5) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Property Leased to Partnerships, etc.

168(h)(6) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Property Owned by Partnerships, etc.

168(h)(4) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Related Entities

168(h)(2) MACRS – Tax-Exempt Use – Tax-Exempt Entity

IRS Code Sec. or 
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1.167(b)-0 Methods of Computing Depreciation – Overview

1.167(b)-2 Methods – Declining-Balance 

1.167(c) Methods – Limitations on Methods Under 167(b)-2, 3 and 4

1.167(b)-4 Methods – Miscellaneous Methods

1.167(b)-1 Methods – Straight-Line

1.167(b)-3 Methods – Sum-of-the-Years’-Digits

1.167(i) Mining, Oil and Gas Wells, and Other Natural Deposits

29 Nonconventional Fuel Production Credit

1.167(a)-9 Obsolescence

1.167(a)-6(A) Patents

1245 Personal Property

1.167(a)-12 Pre-1971 Assets

1.167(a)-12(d) Pre-1971 Assets – Accounting for Eligible Property

1.167(a)-12(f) Pre-1971 Assets – Depreciation for Tax Years Ending Before 1971

1.167(a)-12(b) Pre-1971 Assets – Determination of Class Lives

1.167(a)-12(e) Pre-1971 Assets – Election for Tax Years Ending After 1970

1.167(a)-12(a) Pre-1971 Assets – Generally

1.167(a)-12(c) Pre-1971 Assets – Salvage Value

1.167(l) Public Utilities  – Limitations on Depreciation

38(b) Qualified Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property

48(a)(1) Qualified Microturbine Property Energy Credit; Qualified Fuel Cell Property Energy 
Credit

1250 Real Property

1038 Real Property  – Certain Reacquisitions

1.167(j) Real Property  – Limitations on Accelerated Depreciation

1.167(a)-1(a) Reasonable Allowance

1.167(k) Rehabilitation Expenditures – Depreciation on Property

267 Related Taxpayers

174 Research and Development (Experimental) Expenses

1.168-5 Retirement-Replacement-Betterment (RRB) Property

1.167(a)-8 Retirements of Assets

IRS Code Sec. or 
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Section VII: Quick Reference
IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
1.167(a)-1(c) Salvage

1.167(f) Salvage Value – Reduction for Personal Property

179 Section 179

1.179-1(b) Section 179 – Amount of Expense

1.179-1(f) Section 179 – Basis

1.179-1(e) Section 179 – Change in Use – Recapture

1.179-1(g) Section 179 – Coordination With IRS Code Section 38

1.179-1(j) Section 179 – Coordination With Other IRS Code Sections

1.179-3 Section 179 – Definitions

1.179-3(a) Section 179 – Definition – Section 179 Property

1.179-3(g) Section 179 – Definition – Controlled Group

179(d)(7) Section 179 – Definition – Controlled Group

1.179-3(e) Section 179 – Definition – Cost

179(d)(3) Section 179 – Definition – Cost

1.179-3(f) Section 179 – Definition – Placed in Service

1.179-3(d) Section 179 – Definition – Purchase

179(d)(2) Section 179 – Definition – Purchase

179(d)(1) Section 179 – Definition – Qualifying Property

1.179-3(b) Section 179 – Definition – Recovery Property

1.179-3(c) Section 179 – Definition – Section 38 Property

179(d) Section 179 – Definitions and Special Rules

1.179-2 Section 179 – Dollar Limitation

1.179-2(b) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – Controlled Group

1.179-2(e) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – Married Filing Jointly

1.179-2(f) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – Married Filing Separately

1.179-2(a) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – Maximum Amount

1.179-2(c) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – Partnerships

1.179-2(d) Section 179 – Dollar Limitation – S Corporations

1.179-5 Section 179 – Effective Dates

1.179-4 Section 179 – Election

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Alphabetical Order
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical Order VII
179(c) Section 179 – Election

1.179-1(i) Section 179 – Leasing Section 179 Property

179(b) Section 179 – Limitations

179(b)(3) Section 179 – Limitations – Based on Income

179(b)(3)(B) Section 179 – Limitations – Based on Income – Carryover Amount

179(b)(1) Section 179 – Limitations – Dollar Limitation

179(b)(4) Section 179 – Limitations – Married Filing Separately

179(b)(2) Section 179 – Limitations – Reduction in Limitation

1.179-1(a) Section 179 – Overview

179(a) Section 179 – Overview

1.179-1(d) Section 179 – Partial Business Use

1.179-1(c) Section 179 – Proration Not Required

179(d)(6) Section 179 – Special Rules – Controlled Group

179(d)(9) Section 179 – Special Rules – Coordination With IRS Code Section 38

179(d)(4) Section 179 – Special Rules – Estates and Trusts

179(d)(5) Section 179 – Special Rules – Noncorporate Lessors

179(d)(8) Section 179 – Special Rules – S Corporations and Partnerships

1.179-1(h) Section 179 – Special Rules – S Corporations and Partnerships

179A Section 179A – Deductions for Clean-Fuel Vehicles and Clean-Fuel Vehicle 
Refueling Property

179B Section 179B – Deductions for Costs of Diesel Fuel Sulfur Control Compliance

179C Section 179C – Deductions for Certain Costs of Property that is Part of a New 
Refinery or Increases Output or Throughput of an Existing Refinery

179D Section 179D – Deductions for Costs of Energy Efficient Commercial Building 
Property

1.167(a)-2 Tangible Property

46 Tax Credit for Investment in Certain Property

57 Tax Preference Items

1.167(a)-10 Timing of Depreciation – When Is It Allowable?

1.167(h) Trusts and Estates – Life Tenants and Beneficiaries

1.167(a)-1(B) Useful Life

IRS Code Sec. or 
Reg. Brief Description — Alphabetical Order
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IRS Code Sections and Regulations in Alphabetical OrderVII
1.167(d) Useful Life and Rates of Depreciation Agreement

IRS Code Sec. or 
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Glossary

Accounting Period
The economic cycle about which financial records are maintained.

Accumulated Depreciation
The amount of depreciation taken, including current year-to-date depreciation, from the date the
asset was placed in service to the date through which depreciation was last calculated.

ACE
Adjusted Current Earnings, defined in IRS Code Section 56(g), the recalculation of C corpora-
tion income for purposes of computing an adjustment amount as required for the Alternative
Minimum Tax.

Acquisition Value
The cost of obtaining an asset. This may be the asset’s purchase price, its fair market value, or
its basis in the hands of the transferor, depending on the type of transaction.

ACRS
Accelerated Cost Recovery System, a depreciation system for property placed in service after
1980, but before 1987, which simplified the depreciation rules and accelerated the rate of depre-
ciation for most property.

Additional Bonus Depreciation
Additional depreciation, prior to 1981, allowed for qualifying property the first year in which it
was placed in service, up to 20% of the property’s basis.

Adjusted Basis
The original cost of property (its acquired value), plus certain additions and improvements, mi-
nus certain reductions, such as accumulated depreciation.

Adjusted Current Earnings
See ACE.

ADR
Asset Depreciation Range System, a depreciation system for property placed in service after
1970, but before 1981, which grouped assets by industry type.

A
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ADS
Alternative Depreciation System, a depreciation system, under MACRS, which uses
straight-line depreciation over limited recovery periods.

Agreement Not To Compete
See Covenant-Not-To-Compete.

Allocation Method
Under MACRS, one of two methods for manually computing depreciation for an asset that is
placed in service during a short tax year (see also Simplified Method).

Alternative Depreciation System
See ADS.

Alternative Minimum Tax
See AMT.

Amortizable Property
Intangible assets whose value is being expensed under the rules of Amortization.

Amortization
A method of recovering the cost of intangible assets using straight-line depreciation.

AMT
Alternative Minimum Tax, a group of tax law provisions to ensure that taxpayers with high in-
comes pay a certain amount of tax, by reducing various tax benefits available to them.

Asset Depreciation Range
See ADR.

Averaging Conventions
A set of rules for determining how depreciation is prorated for the year in which property is
placed in service, as well as for the year in which property is disposed of (if it is disposed of be-
fore it is fully depreciated).

Basis
Usually refers to Acquired Value. Also see Depreciable Basis.

Boot
In a trade-in of one asset for another, any cash or note payable given to the seller in addition to
the asset traded.

B
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Business-Use Percentage
The portion of an otherwise depreciable asset for which depreciation is allowed. When a business
asset is used partially for personal use, the business may only take depreciation on the asset to
the extent that it is used for business (i.e., the depreciable basis of the asset is reduced by the per-
sonal use portion).

Calendar Year
The most widely used accounting period: a period of 12 months beginning January 1 and ending
December 31.

Capital Expense Deduction (CED)
See Section 179 Expense Deduction.

Capitalization
Adding certain expenditures to asset accounts on the balance sheet, rather than deducting them
as a current expense on the income statement.

Class Life
The number of years that establishes an asset’s property class and recovery period under
MACRS, ACRS, and ADS. It is the midpoint of the Asset Depreciation Range in which the asset
belongs.

Clean-fuel Vehicle Property
Motor vehicles produced by an original equipment manufacturer and designed to be propelled
by a clean-burning fuel. Or any property installed on a motor vehicle to enable it to be propelled
by a clean-burning fuel if the property is an engine (or modification or an engine) that can use a
clean burning fuel or the property is used to store or deliver that fuel to the engine or to exhaust
gases from the combustion of that fuel.

Clean-fuel Vehicle Refueling Property
Any property (other than a building or its structural components) used to store or dispense a
clean-burning fuel into the fuel tank of a motor vehicle propelled by the fuel, but only if the stor-
age or dispensing is at the point where the fuel is delivered into the tank. Or any property used
to recharge motor vehicles propelled by electricity, but only if the property is located at the point
where the vehicles are recharged.

Conventions
See Averaging Conventions.

Cost Recovery
Expensing (i.e., recovering) the cost of an asset under MACRS or ACRS depreciation methods.

C
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Covenant-Not-To-Compete
A promise by the seller of a business, made to the purchaser of that business, not to engage in a
similar business within a specified area for a specified period of time, so as not to vie for the same
customers.

Declining-Balance Depreciation
An accelerated method of depreciation, whereby the property’s net book value is multiplied by
a constant rate (125%, 150%, 175%, or 200%, divided by the estimated life or recovery period),
and which results in a greater amount of depreciation being expensed in the early years of an as-
set's life and a smaller amount in later years.

Depreciable Basis
The amount of the Acquired Value of property for which a business is allowed to claim a depre-
ciation expense.

Depreciation
The process of allocating the cost expiration of tangible property against income, and which is
applied to business assets that have a useful life of more than one year.

Depreciation Recapture
The recognition as ordinary income of some or all of the depreciation previously expensed, due
to a certain event, such as the sale of the asset or a decrease in the amount of the business use of
the asset.

Disposal Date
The day on which an asset is sold, lost, damaged, stolen, exchanged, used up, worn out, broken,
retired, or given away.

Electric Vehicle Credit
See Section 30 Credit.

Enterprise Zone Business
A business that meets certain criteria as an active, rather than a passive, business. An enterprise
zone business is entitled to a higher amount of Section 179 expense (IRS Code Sec. 1397A).

Estimated Useful Life
The period of time that most accurately reflects an asset’s true economic usefulness, over which
the asset will be depreciated for financial reporting purposes.

D
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Fair Market Value
The price at which property would be exchanged in an arms-length transaction, where both the
buyer and the seller know all of the necessary facts and neither is obliged to complete the trans-
action.

52-53-Week Accounting Cycle
In a 52/53week accounting cycle, each fiscal year ends on the same day of the week. Because of
this, some years will have 52 weeks while others will have 53 weeks. A 52/53-week accounting
cycle can use various interim reporting periods that are based on weeks: 4-5-4, 4-4-5, 5-4-4, or
13 4-week periods.

Fiscal Year
The economic period ending on the last day of any month chosen to be the year-end.

Fixed Asset
Property used for the production of income and having an estimated life of more than one year.

GAAP
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, the guidelines and specific rules and procedures is-
sued by bodies within the accounting industry, principally the Financial Accounting Standards
Board (FASB) and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), which stan-
dardize accounting practices and ensure that a business’s financial records fairly reflect its oper-
ations.

Goodwill
An intangible property that represents the benefit acquired in the purchase of a business, beyond
the value of its assets.

Half-Year Convention
Treats all property as placed in service during any taxable year (or disposed of during any taxable
year) as placed in service (or disposed of) at the midpoint of such year.

F
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Income Forecasting
A depreciation method whereby depreciation expense for an asset is based on how much income
the asset earns each year as compared to the total estimated income the asset is expected to earn.
If the property is placed in service after 9/13/95, only the income earned by the asset for the first
eleven years of its life is taken into account.

Intangible Property
Property that lacks physical substance.

Investment Tax Credit (ITC)
A tax credit taken for the purchase of certain qualifying business property.

ITC Recapture
Repayment of Investment Tax Credit (ITC) by the taxpayer on a prorated basis when an asset for
which ITC was taken is disposed of before the end of its estimated life or recovery period.

Listed Property
Certain property that, according to IRS Code Section 280F, lends itself to personal use and for
which ACRS or MACRS deductions are limited.

Low-Income Housing
A building that has met federal guidelines and where the dwelling units are held for occupancy
on a rental basis by people with moderate income.

MACRS
Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System, a depreciation system for property placed in ser-
vice after 1986, which modified the previous ACRS system of depreciation.

Midmonth Convention
Treats all property placed in service during any month (or disposed of) as placed in service (or
disposed of) at the midpoint of such month.

Midquarter Convention
Treats all MACRS property placed in service during any quarter of a taxable year (or disposed
of) as placed in service (or disposed of) at the midpoint of such quarter and is mandatory if cer-
tain conditions exist.

I

L

M

Glossary-6                                                                                         Sage Fixed Assets - Depreciation Fundamentals



Glossary
Net Book Value
An asset’s acquired value less its total accumulated depreciation less any Section 179 Expense
taken.

Nonrecovery Property
Property that is not being depreciated under ACRS or MACRS, which was generally placed in
service prior to 1981, but which also includes property being depreciated by a method not ex-
pressed in terms of years (for example a Production or Use method, or Income Forecasting).

Personal Property
Tangible property that is not real property and that is moveable (i.e., not attached to the land),
such as equipment and machinery.

Placed in Service
The date that property is ready and available for a specified use.

Production or Use Methods
Depreciation methods whereby the basis of property is expensed according to its use, rather than
according to the passage of time.

Real Property
Land and generally anything erected on or attached to the land, such as a building or a parking
lot.

Recapture
See Depreciation Recapture and ITC Recapture.

Recovery Period
The prescribed number of years over which ACRS and MACRS property is depreciated.

Recovery Property
Property that is being depreciated under either ACRS or MACRS.

Remaining Value Over Remaining Life
The method for switching to straight-line depreciation when using an accelerated depreciation
method for the early years of an asset’s life.

N
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Residential Rental
Real property, if 80% or more of its gross rental income for the tax year is from dwelling units
(excludes real property, such as hotels, where more than half of the units are used on a transient
basis).

Salvage Value
The estimated dollar amount for which an asset could be sold at the end of its useful life.

Section 30 Credit
A tax credit for qualified electric vehicles placed in service after June 30, 1993, and before 2005.

Section 30B Credit
The 2005 Energy bill introduced new tax credits under Section 30B for vehicles placed in service
after 2005 for the purchase of hybrid, fuel cell, advanced lean burn diesel and other alternative
power vehicles. The amount of the credit varies depending on the weight class of the vehicle and
the rate fuel economy. Termination dates vary with the type of alternative power vehicles.

Section 179 Expense Deduction
Defined in IRS Code Sec. 179; allows a business to expense up to a specified dollar amount of
qualifying property in the year in which it is placed in service, subject to certain limitations.

Section 179A Expense Deduction
An expense deduction for clean-fuel vehicles and certain refueling property.

Section 179B Expense Deduction
Expense deduction that allows a small business refiner an election to deduct 75 percent of qual-
ified capital costs paid or incurred during the tax year in order to be in compliance with the High-
way Diesel Fuel Sulfur Control Requirements of EPA.

Section 179C Expense Deduction
Expense deduction that allows taxpayers to deduct 50% of the cost of “any qualified refinery
property” for the tax year in which the qualified property is placed in service.

Section 179D Expense Deduction
Expense deduction that allows taxpayers to deduct a calculated amount based on square footage
for the cost of “energy efficient commercial building property.”

Section 179E Expense Deduction
Expense deduction that allows taxpayers to deduct 50% of the cost of any qualified mine safety
equipment property for the tax year in which the property is placed in service.

S
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Section 197 Intangible
An intangible asset that has a 15-year standardized period for recovering its cost. This IRS Code
Section was created by the Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993.

Section 1245 Property
Personal property; i.e., all tangible property except real property.

Section 1250 Property
Real property; i.e., buildings and land, and generally anything that is growing on or attached to
land.

Section 1397A
This code section increases the amount of allowable Section 179 expense by $20,000 for enter-
prise zones.

Simplified Method
Under MACRS, one of two methods for manually computing depreciation for an asset that is
placed in service during a short tax year (see also Allocation Method).

Single-Purpose Structure
A building that is specifically designed, built, and used only for a qualifying purpose.

Straight-Line Depreciation
A depreciation method that allows an equal amount of depreciation for each year of the asset’s
estimated useful life.

Structural Components
Parts that together form an entire structure such as a building. The term includes those parts of a
building such as walls, partitions, floors and ceilings, as well as any permanent coverings such
as paneling or components of a central air conditioning or heating system including motors, com-
pressors, pipes and ducts. It also includes plumbing fixtures such as sinks, bathtubs, electrical
wiring and lighting fixtures, and other parts that form the structure.

Sum-of-the-Years’-Digits Depreciation
An accelerated method of depreciation that results in a greater amount of depreciation being ex-
pensed in the early years of an asset’s life and a smaller amount in later years.

Tangible Property
Property that can be seen or touched.

Tax Credit
A dollar-for-dollar reduction of income tax liability in a given year.

T
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Tax Preference
Used in calculating the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT), the difference between the special
AMT treatment of an item and its regular tax treatment.

Taxable Year
The period of time for which taxable income is computed.

Timing Difference
Using different methods of depreciation for the same property for different purposes creates a
temporary difference in the basis of the property, which is fully reconciled at the close of the
property’s useful life.

Transitional Property
If, at the time that a tax provision expires, a company has a firm agreement that certain property
be delivered, that property is called transitional property. The rules of the tax provision can usu-
ally be applied to transitional property even though the property was not yet placed in service
when the tax provision expired.

Useful Life
See Estimated Useful Life.

Vintage Accounts
The fixed asset accounts under the Asset Depreciation Range System, where the “vintage” de-
notes the year in which the assets in a particular account were placed in service.

U

V
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Numerics
1.25 declining-balance method ................................   IV-122
1.5 declining-balance method, limitations on using ............  

IV-122
52/53-week accounting cycle ............................   I-10, IV-12

A
Accelerated Cost Recovery System

See ACRS
Accelerated depreciation .............................................   III-2

limitations on using ...............................................   IV-122
Accounting period .....................................................   VIII-1
Accumulated depreciation ................................   I-13, VIII-1
ACE

See Adjusted Current Earnings
Acquired value .........................................   I-12–I-13, VIII-1
ACRS (Accelerated Cost Recovery System)

ACE Adjustment ...................................................   IV-155
Alternate ACRS method   IV-99, IV-101, IV-104, IV-107
Alternate ACRS method, half-year convention ....   IV-105
AMT and Alternate ACRS method .......................   IV-135
AMT Tax Preference ............................................   IV-135
anti-churning rules ................................................   IV-110
averaging conventions ..............................  IV-101, IV-108
calculation ...............................................................   IV-99
change to a longer recovery period .......................   IV-111
change to a shorter recovery period ......................   IV-111
changes in how property is used ...........................   IV-110
composite depreciation ...........................................   IV-99
definition ................................................................   VIII-1
depreciable basis ........................................  IV-99, IV-107
depreciation methods ..............................................   IV-99
dispositions ............................................................   IV-108
excluded property ..................................................   IV-109
foreign property .....................................................   IV-113
full-month convention ...........................................   IV-101
half-year convention .............................................   IV-101
Investment Tax Credit basis reduction ..................   IV-100
leasehold improvements ........................................   IV-109
listed property .........................................................   IV-78
low-income housing ...................................  IV-98, IV-102
midmonth convention ...........................................   IV-101
percentage tables ........................................  IV-99, IV-101
prescribed rates ..........................................  IV-99, IV-102
public utility property ............................................   IV-103
recovery periods ......................................................   IV-98
research and development property ...........  IV-98, IV-110
salvage value ...........................................................   IV-99
short tax years .......................................................   IV-106
straight-line depreciation .........................................   IV-99
transitional rules .........................................  IV-97, IV-129

Additional bonus depreciation ................................   IV-124
definition ................................................................   VIII-1

Additional first-year depreciation ..............  IV-124, VIII-1
Additions to assets ...........................................................   I-6
Adjusted basis ....................................................  I-13, VIII-1
Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) ........................   IV-145

ACRS property, pre-1990 .....................................   IV-155
adjustment applied to which property ...................   IV-150
ADS method (MACRS Alternative Depreciation System)   

IV-147
averaging conventions .............................   IV-154, IV-156
basis of property ......................................   IV-151, IV-158
definition ................................................................   VIII-1
depreciation recomputed for AMT, relationship to ............   

IV-147, IV-149
depreciation, generally ............................   IV-147–IV-148
excluded property ..................................................   IV-150
history ....................................................................   IV-146
luxury automobile rules .........................................   IV-158
MACRS property, post-1989 ................................   IV-151
MACRS property, pre-1990 ..................................   IV-153
miscellaneous rules ...............................................   IV-158
personal property ...................................................   IV-151
real property ..........................................................   IV-151
record-keeping requirements .................................   IV-159
summarized in chart form .....................................   IV-159
timing differences ..................................................   IV-153
uniform capitalization rules ...................................   IV-158
worksheet ................................................   IV-147, IV-160

ADR (Asset Depreciation Range System)
averaging conventions ...........................................   IV-121
changing depreciation methods .............................   IV-120
definition ................................................................   VIII-1
depreciation methods .............................................   IV-119
dispositions ............................................................   IV-119
election ..................................................................   IV-118
extraordinary retirements ......................................   IV-119
reserve account ......................................................   IV-119
retirements .............................................................   IV-119
vintage accounts ....................................................   IV-119

ADS (MACRS Alternative Depreciation System) ...   IV-56
Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) ........................   IV-147
AMT ......................................................................   IV-130
definition ................................................................   VIII-2
earnings and profits .................................................   IV-56
election ........................................................   IV-50, IV-57
farm property ...........................................................   IV-56
foreign-use property ................................................   IV-56
generally ......................................................   IV-41, IV-50
imported property ....................................................   IV-56
listed property ..............................................   IV-56, IV-78
luxury automobiles ..................................................   IV-88
midquarter convention .............................................   IV-46
recovery periods ......................................................   IV-57
required to be used ..................................................   IV-56
salvage value ...........................................................   IV-56
tax-exempt bond financed property .........................   IV-56
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tax-exempt property ................................................   IV-56
Agreement not to compete ................................   II-3, VIII-4
Agricultural structure .................................................   IV-8

See also Farm property
Allocation method

calculation ...............................................................   IV-61
definition ................................................................   VIII-2

Allowed or allowable depreciation ..............................   V-2
Alternate ACRS Method

See ACRS
Alternative Depreciation System

See ADS
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) .........................   IV-127

ACRS ....................................................................   IV-135
add-on minimum tax for corporations ..................   IV-127
Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) ........................   IV-145

See also Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE)
adjustment affecting depreciation, generally ........   IV-129
adjustment and bonus depreciation .......................   IV-129
adjustment applied to which MACRS property ....   IV-129
ADS method (MACRS Alternative Depreciation System) .  

IV-130–IV-131
anti-churning rules ................................................   IV-135
averaging conventions ...........................................   IV-139
avoiding it .............................................................   IV-133
basis of property ....................................................   IV-139
calculation of adjustment ......................................   IV-130
calculation of Tax Preference ...............................   IV-135
certified pollution control facilities .......................   IV-140
definition ................................................................   VIII-2
excluded property ..................................................   IV-142
leased personal property ........................................   IV-137
luxury automobile rules ........................................   IV-140
MACRS .................................................................   IV-129
miscellaneous rules ...............................................   IV-139
nonrecovery property ...............................  IV-137–IV-138
partnerships ...........................................................   IV-127
percentage tables ...................................................   IV-139
personal property ...................................................   IV-130
real property .............................................  IV-134, IV-136
S corporations .......................................................   IV-127
salvage value ................   IV-134, IV-136, IV-138–IV-139
Section 179 ............................................................   IV-133
summarized in chart form .....................................   IV-141
Tax Preferences affecting depreciation, generally   IV-134
Tax Preferences and dispositions ..........................   IV-136
Tax Preferences, applied to which property ..........   IV-135
timing differences .................................................   IV-132
transitional property ..............................................   IV-135
uniform capitalization rules ..................................   IV-140
worksheet ..............................................................   IV-143

Amortizable property .......................   I-10, II-1–II-2, VIII-2
See also individual listing by property type

Amortization ..............................................   I-10, II-1, VIII-2
Form 4562 .............................................................   IV-169

AMT
See Alternative Minimum Tax

Anti-churning rules
ACRS ....................................................................   IV-110

AMT ......................................................................   IV-135
depreciation methods ...............................................   IV-69
MACRS ...................................................................   IV-67
MACRS exceptions .................................................   IV-67
related party rules ....................................................   IV-68
transactions ................................................   IV-66, IV-110

Asset Depreciation Range System
See ADR

Automobiles
See Luxury automobiles

Averaging conventions
ACRS ......................................................   IV-101, IV-109
Adjusted Current Earnings (ACE) ..........   IV-154, IV-156
ADR (Asset Depreciation Range System) ............   IV-121
AMT ......................................................................   IV-139
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